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The Roots
Of
Many reservations are now
their old police forces along
of the Peacekeeper idea. :

What are the causes of recent violence? Could it
have been prevented? Who and where is the law
of Akwesasne - our community? Can -the
Akwesasne Police Focce be re-activated? These are
leading questions by community people conceriv-
ed about recent incident^. Before solutions cart be
found, the cause of these problems must be faced
or further trouble may grow from reflexive actions i:>
...treating symptoms instead of diseases. .•.'.-"•:/.'

First of all. the Tribal Council has stated at Tribal-meetings .
and in press releases that bringing back the Akwesasne
i\jlicx Fuf<_i_ may c.nise more problems than they solv6.!Als<r> . •-
the matter of funding and time to implement such action
would take at least" one year. One year is a long enough time :''...
for community people to organize themselves into Com-
munity Watch services that are common in cit iesand
suburbs. But any observations .these Watch people make.
must be acted on by a police force, and the only police force
available are New York State Troopers. While the Troopers -
may not be liked due to years of confrontation Overismall
and larger incidents, they are respected as a professional
force and any major crimes or minor disturbances will usual- ...
ly involve these professionals as well as the BCI Division.
The Akwesasne Police were never a respected force. The
cloudy laws of what exactly was to be enforced on Indian
Land and for the benefit of whom, will always remain with
the people State Troopers are not assigned to their home
areas, and off-duty Akwesasne Police officers were subject to .
harassment because they had to go home here at night.
Harassment by and against the police were sore: points,With . .
many community people. That problem can only be averted
by not allowing the establishment of another police force '
identical to that which was disbanded under community
pressure years ago. Among the alternatives talked about at
that time was the formation of community Peacekeepers. It
seemed like a good idea because at that time the community
was ready to act. but it quickly deteriorated as tensions
lessened and people returned to what was considered nOr-
mal. Volunteers are always difficult to maintain and keep up
enthusiasm for very difficult jobs with little support. In. other V
words, the return for community involvement was Opt
worth the headaches to people personally. But now; this •;
alternative must be looked at, a Peacekeeper arid Communi-
ty Watch program that involves all aspects Of Akwesasne ,
residents, rather than bringing in a Police Force that once •
divided the community and could not perform it's duties.
That is the sticking point, to have a Police or Peacekeeping
group that can perform and be respected. Many reservations,
are now restructuring their old police forces along the lines
of the Peacekeeper idea. Perhaps some sort of community:
task force-fact finding group could be organized to conduct
a study of successful Peacekeeping groups on other feserVa-,
tions to determine if their methods of success can be applied
to the community of Akwesasne. : •' \ •:

Those who want a Police Force assume that just by haying
any patrol unit around will avert these incidents by presence
and intimidation. Unfortunately, any patrol unit can itself be
intimidated and can lead to all kinds of armed back-up ready
to act on any incident. Tensions thus created canblow up in
any incident no matter how trivial or unrelated to.the
original action. These seem to be the main arguments of
those who do not want the return of the police: That leaves
us with the option of asking the State Troopers to patrol
Hogansburg on a more regular basis, yet due to increased
highway traffic and DWI incidents, they seem tp patrol quite
regularly now. Any suspicious calls that are acted oft will
usually turn up nothing, and when the real thing happens,
the once bitten-twice shy syndrome could mean; a slow
response when actuallyTieeded-too many cries of ̂ Wolf." /

THE ROOTS OF VIOLENCE

Even with a police, force these acts of violence most likely
could not have been averted, but a regular patrol of
Hogansburg could have done something in the Vivian Lazore
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death. All over the country, economic and social conditions
are major factors in most crimes of violence. People out of
work, desperate for money, people with nothing to do but
drink or take drugs, people who are exposed everyday to
reports over the media about crime and exact methods used
iiri crime, (even on kid's TV shows), will always have patterns
to follow of copy. Advertising hits you in the face, you must
have this and that to be comfortable or looked up to, to be a
real man or a feminine woman. You must have these material
things and. you must have the money to buy them! Money-
.^economies ...and the social stigmas of not having money
seem, to be foot causes of violence. These are acts-:;ofuni-
thinking, and trained inferiority.' and ins?<3Ufitjr .̂d ĵ
helplessness. People are trained to TAKE what they can to
have or buy. CRIME DOES NOT PAY •• has been proven
wrong again and again. It does pay for those with cold cut-
throat business tactics and calloused minds. It is a crime,
against all things decent and against the resources of the
earth, that advertising tries to sell us these useless and often
•dangerous products, Yet we all buy. We all are trained to ac-
cept the violence as useless consumer products are ripped
from the earth and transported along the business channels
Where the middle man and big business get all the wealth
and the consumer gets a disposable product and must buy
and buy again. No matter how much you buy or want or
think you need, you are always confronted with a new pro-
duct that makes you feel inferior. You become addicted to
advertising and products around which you build your life;.
This shaky foundation of insecurity can be crumbled at any
time when money is just not there. Jfou are deemed useless
without money, and are made to you feel insecure and
helpless-without money. Drugs arid alcohol are the same as
money, you pay for it, its yours, its as good as gold, it.will
always be there, to turn a quick buck, to escape into,, to
Cloud your mind, to bring out the hidden insecurities and
macho-ethics of advertising and social status into the social
scene. It is done to meet people, to be sociable, for excit-
rnent in boring and uneventful times. But the day after
always reveals promises made and broken, bones and friend-
ships broken, families torn apart and feuding. Respect disap-
pears with the hangover haze and everyone becomes a fool-
except you. No one can understand you, they are foolish,
they cieserye what they get, they become open for harass-
ment. But you axe left only with lies, deception, false
bravado, gossip mongering and revenge. You put yourself in
'such a state, and only withdrawal will clear your mind. It is
the strong, the ones who can step back and observe, and not
be worried over social status and false friends, who wi|l raise
themselves out of such sorry states. Peer pressure doesn't
end at 1.8 or 19 of 20, it continues and is reinforced by TV
and advertising and money, money; money : ~

-7 The young have no one to look up to, no one to respect,
the result of years of neglect ana education that is prejudicial
to rnoney-maktng and joining the business world, bad educa-
tion that has no room for decent classes that teach respect
for culture and language and the inherent values of Our
heritage. You are taught that only high paying fobs count,
and that you must go to professional schools that cost so
much money and teach you from books to deal with the
hard realities of life. At these schools, students are taught to
be competitive. Many have little or no idea what they want
and are herded into whatever is in fashion that year. They
enter the job market to compete and can't make it Jnstant
inferiority and insecurity, unless you play the cut-throat
game. •

And that game says "You do nothing for free, volunteers
are a waste of time, you need MONEY fqr a proper retiM**."
Where will Our volunteers come from if everyone is too busy
making money to support their family? It seeflisjhatjJNLY
THOSE WHO WILL ACCEPT MONEY _ T O / W> th
DANGEROUS JOB are the quick answer, an^l jTt( cad^thejre
jiMfcigive some people money and it wilralf be deajr ajjpi *»»
matter how dangerous and dirty the Job is. Jf ^ j W
money at it, it will go away.

SEEKS

The AKWESASNE EMERGENCY TEAM is seeking help of
individuals or groups from this area to assist them in the con-
tinued service to anyone in "NEED".

They need ^PEOPLE" to volunteer in any capacity, be it
manpower at the station or interested people to help raise
funds for their immediate needs and to help plan for the
future. They are noW in the process of ordering a second set
of equipment to fully out-fit a second ambulance (the white
ambulance). The cost of this much needed equipment is high
and will range between II200 and 11300, but when com-
pleted the benefit ̂ will be that the people of our community
will have 2 fully equipped ambulances always on stand-by.
W*th the assistance of local.community organizations they
will be able to plan for 1984. In the past our community has
always c£me to the assistance of emergency service
organizations and now again our community MUST pool its'
resou.rces to help. Members of this ambulance service have
been working for over two years on very limited monies.
They have answered all: calls for help in almost every situa-
tion imaginable. Because of the large amount of emergencies
in our community over the past year, the team has^een
unable to fully support their needs. The costs of "staying in
service" are-nj^bi- they have been able to stay operational
with some donations which have kept them always trying to
balance their very limited budget. But the members of the
team need more community support to help plan for the
futu're, this is not just the future of an ambulance service but

"YOUR FUTURE" or the future needs of a "friend or loved
one." In the past issue of Indian Time an article appeared on
behalf of this service, since that time an interest has started
to generate and volunteers from our community are going
from house-to-house collecting donations. They have
received donations to be raffled in December. A bowl-a-thon
Will be held on Thanksgiving weekend in Masscna. (More
bowlers are needed to pick up pledge sheets at the Com-
munity Building billboard, their base station, and the
Mohawk Video shop.) This effort is great but still not enough
- the monies raised from one of these drives could be used
up totally in re-ordering more bandaging. Supplies, or if a
piece of equipment wears out or breaks. The up-keep of

, irnaterials \s constant, an^i funds must.be available,to order
before their supply runs low. On November 14i*T983, the
team received a 50 channel AM/FM Programmable Scanner
from Mr. John Bryson of Seattle, Washington. The scanner
was installed that.day and programmed to monitor all
emergency channels throughput our area. •

Money donated to this service is used to purchase medical
equipment and supplies, for that reason some members of
the community have in the past donated household items.
The team now would appreciate the donation of furniture to
make their base station more comfortable while they main-
tain their nightly shift. If you have any chairs, a sofa, roll-a-
way beds, end tables, lamps, bookshelves, drapes, runner
rugs, please contact the station after 6 p.m. and ar-
rangements will will be made for a pick-up. They are also
collecting bottles and cans for refund money, which will
aide in expenses such as laundry bills for sheets and
blankets, and the high cost of the telephone. They will ac-
cept any assistance anyone.has to offer. Over the next year if
enough community support is given, the team is hopeful to
realize some plans they have projected for their future, but
with the lack of funding and the high amount of calls receiv-
ed this year they have had to wait on all future plans. Some
of the goals projected by the team members is their own
base station fully equipped and housing for their ambulances
from the weather conditions in the cold winter months. This
is an expensive operation and the cost of a "NEW" am-
bulance varies from J30.000 tp $40,000, and to put up a
building with garage facilities is equally as costly. If you want
to help, in any way or are affiliated with a group or club and
wish to support this volunteer non-profit organization please
contact: • :

John Ransom at 358-2040 or 358-2619 or Pat Thomas at
358-9535 or 358-9531.

PERFORMER

Ruby Shang is a professional dancer/choreographer who
will present art Informance to the Aerobic Dance class at the
Mohawk School The "Informance" as it is called, is an infor-
mal appearance by professionals from the Affiliate Artists In-
corporated in New York City The performers combine per-
formance and conversation in an artful and captivating way,
thereby demonstrating their profession and art.

Ruby Shang was born and raised in Tokyo, Japan and has
performed throughout the United States, Japan, Canada,
Europe, Australia, New Zealand, and the People's Republic
of China. Oft Wednesday, November 30th, at 7:15 p.m., Ms..
Shang w£ll "perform for the people of Akwesasne at the
MoharWk.School gyrn, AE1OU and the Alcoa Foundation Af-
filiate Artist Residency Program are sponsoring Ms. Shang at
ftQ chgrge to ^ c community

Aljhfn(CDc4tfd. Individuals are invited to utend the Infor-
manceby Jtuby Sr^ng Note, the regularly scheduled aerobic
^ c t ^^y^^taM immediately following the perfor-
(tnanecy For ftfrar information, call Sandra Rhoades,

, Holiday Beting with Nutrition in Mind
Thanksgiving is probably the only holiday that puts a lot

of emphasis on food as a part of the celebration. While we
are supposed to be giving thanks for Falls bountiful harvest,
we usually end up paying dues for over-indulgence in the
bountiful spread on the Thanksgiving table. Not only have
we stuffed ourselves to the point of immobility, we have also
discarded all we have ever learned about good nutrition and
weight control.

This year can be different! If you are a diabetic,
overweight, or just watching what you eat, you can plan a
healthy and hearty Thanksgiving meat, just follow these
guidelines for a delicious meal that keeps nutrition in mind:
1 .Plan exactly what and how much you are going to eat that;
day and eat only that amount.
2. Eat a light breakfast so you can "save" the extra calorics
for dinner. . , \
3. When filling your plate, go ahead and try everything —
but only try a little! ;
4. Eat slowly, enjoy every bitel . '
5. Refuse seconds (and thirds)!
6. Follow the exchange system to keep track of serving sizes
a n d c a l o r i e s . .-. ' •••' ' '•• • •••- •. •' - •••.• '.'• •• . . : •/• : ':1.'
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