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Mohawk Bedtime
Stories

Indian lime, as a culturally oriented paper, strives to in-
clude something for everybody. Our culture is rich in legend
and oral history and we would like to bring some of it to
you in the form of these bedtime stories (or anytime stories).
Indian Time would like to encourage contemporary writers
and story tellers to share their stories andanectoteswithus.
We especially would like to hear some tales of humour
which we will publish in both languages, Mohawk and
English. Lesson stories are ideal for children and adults to
share and we will be including some of that in future issues
oj Indian Time. So, good reading and we would be glad to
hear your suggestions or consider your work for publica-
tion.
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The Code Of
Handsome Lake

by Tebanetorens
(Ray Fadden)
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By Aren Akweks

_ //' / ~\i'5' at the Seneca Indian town of Conawagus onth&r
(,'enesee River there was born an Indian boy who was later
t<< become one of the greatest Indian prophets and teachers
of recent historical date This Seneca was later given the of-
fice of Chief of H>e Turtle Clan, with the title of Kaniatario \
or Handsome Lake. • \ . • ..'• •

To give the full life of Handsome Lake and all of the
lessons that be taught would take considerable space. Out of '
the I JO sections oj the Handsome Lake Religion, I will •
describe in brief his main teachings and their effect upon :

the present day Iroquois. : ' ••
As a young man Handsome Lake was everything but a

religious leader. He was a habitual drinker of the while
man's firewater and more than once returned from the
towns of the invader under the influence of the Indian's
curse. At this time, is spite of the promises of the United
States Government to keep the fur traders from bringing
rum into Indian towns and in spite of the warnings of the
Confederate Chiefs to these same traders, rum was cir-
culated freely among the Iroquois. The Senecas, who had
lost their country and who were becoming more and more .
surrounded by the whites, sought to forget their troubles by •
drinking rum. Under such conditions Handsome Lake liVr
e d . • ' • • ' ' • • ' . . , • • ' • ' • ' ; • • ' - • • " •

Finally, after years of drinking, Handsome Lake became
very ill, so ill that for four years he lay aninvalid, notable
to rise from his bed. At the end of the fourth year be walked
from his cabin and fell to the earth, seemingly dead. His
daughter immediately told his clan relatives of his death.:
His body was dressed in his ceremonial clothes and he was
prepared for burial. When his relatives gathered for the .
Death Ceremony he surprised everyone by sitting up, as bis;
followers say, "Came to life." . . V

From that day on Handsome Lake became a teacher and
a prophet. Three messengers of the Great Spirit had come to
him during his supposed death. They told him that the
Creator of Mankind bad chosen him to tell the Iroquois Peo-
ple how they should live and worship. From time to time for :__
the next fifteen years the Three Messengers visited and in-
structed Handsome Lake with the Wishes of the CreatorCAt
such times Handsome Lake would seem to go into a trance.
There was a fourth Messenger who was to come when the.
Prophet was to leave the earth, 'death'. ' • • < \?y

His most important message was to condemn the use of
the white man's firewater. He said that it was for the white
man's use and not for the Indian, thatitwassent overjp
America by the Evil Spirit to destroy the Indians. :

Handsome Lake checked this curse of the Indian and thus
saved them from eventual extermination. Jiis influence
against the drinking habit was very noticeable among the
Iroquois. It attracted the attention of neighboring white
people. President Jefferson wrote the Chiefs of tb? Six Na-
tions a letter, praising the teachings of Handsome Lake and
advising the Iroqudis tofoltow his teaching^.

The Prophet taught that to be poor was no disgrace, that .
those who are poor on earth will have plenty in beavefi. He
said that those who imitate the invader and become rich in
worldly possessions, thus forgettingtoshareJwitb the Jess
fortunate, were bought by the JSvil Spirit. He said that if was
impossible for a rich man to enter beaven, :

, Handsome Lake urged the lioquots to follow the Indian
customs and government

Handsome Lake taught that the really great man <>»<•'
Who was successful in this world was not thv man who gain
edfor'himself wealth and power but the man u ho did most

j for bis people. •:.
He told the Council of Chiefs that, in order to protect their

country and people from the white man that it tt'as
necesseiry that some of their most promising young people
should go away to the white man's schools, learn the white
man's business methods and return to the Indian country to
help his own Nation. He said that unless they did this they
were doomed./

: For sixteen years Handsome Lake preached the religion,
Kafiwiio. During that time he preached at Cornplanter
Reservation, Cold Spring Reservation and' TOnawanda
Reservation. While at tonawanda he was visited by the
Messengers of the Creator who told him that he was to go to
Onondaga and while there, the Fourth Messenger would
come and lead Handsome Lake to the Land of Happy
Spirits. His prediction of his death was true for a while at
Onondaga he died August 10, 1815.

This story Js about the People of the Great Mountain,
Seneca Nation. Many winters in the past, in a Seneca village
on the Genesee River 'Ganowages', a boy was born. He was
given the name of Kaniatario or Handsome Lake, the name
was a name of a chief of the Turtle Clan.
;. At that time the white settlers took over the beautiful lands

Of the Seneca Nation along the Genesee River. There was
unhappiness in the hearts of the Senecas because of the loss,
of their beautiful river. The Senecas packet!their belongings
on their backs and set out toward the setting sun. Some of
them settled on a new reservation near the Allegheny Moun-
tains. They built a town on the Allegheny River,
the Senecas often paddled their canoes down the Allegheny
River to a fur trading town 'Pittsburg', There they would
trade furs and skips for fire-water. On the way home they
lashed their canoes together. Those who were intoxicated
took the inside canoes. Those who were sober paddled in
the outside canoes. Because of the danger of being drowned
they had to return home in this manner. The people would

: flee when the warriors returned, They would be drunk and
the Evil Spirit would possess them. Doors would be kicked
down, fires trampled out. Destruction and death always
followed the return of the warriors from the trading town

. down the river.
.One °f t n e Senecas, Kaniatario or Handsome Lake,

became very ill from too much use of fire waters. While
drunk he did many evil things. He even sang the sacred
songs while under the influence of liquor. For four years he
was so ill that he could not stand but was confined to his
bed/ Many times during the four years he thought that he
would die, During these times he thought much of the things
that God had created. He saw and felt the warm rays of the
sun. At night he admired the beauty of the moon and the
shining stars. He listened to the songs of the birds. He thank-
ed 0pd for these things and asked to get well again.

• •'•./One morning; his daughter and her husband were shelling
bearis outside of the house. They heard a sound and looking
up they saw their father, Handsome Lake, slowly walk out of
the door! He staggered and fell to the earth. There he died,
they; quickly summoned his clan relatives. They dressed

I&lm in histeremonial clothesi f&rburlalfHis relatives Caihelift :
silence, they sat around the dead chief s body. From time of
dew until high noon they sat watching the dead chief. At
high noon Kaniatario, Handsome Lake, sat up. When hev

spoke he saidi "I have seen wonderful things." ,
He said, "A voice cajledme out of the cabin. I aroseand

Walked out. Three wonderful appearing men stood before
yrrie. In one hand they held bows and arrows and in the other
hand, they held bunches^of huckleberries of every color."
The three men said "Eat these berries and you will recover.
Also have a certain Medicine Man and Woman make a
medicine that they know about. It will help make you well
again. The Medicine Man and Woman made the medicine.
Handsome Lake took this medicine and was made complete-,
ly well: The three men said, "There are four of us. The
fourth spirit or angel will visit you at the time of your depar-
ture from this earth. We are here to tell you how the Great
Spirit Wants his people to live on earth. He speaks to you
through us. We, the four Messenger^ will deliver the .words
and wishes of the Creator of all things. You are to deliver our
message to the Red People on the earth: Through us, the
Four Messengers; the Great One will tell you what is right
and what is wrong on this earth. You are to deliver His
message to your people. .
: It is the time of the Strawberry Thanksgiving. Tell your

people to continue, as of old, the Ceremonial Thanksgiving,
Songs and Dances such as are performed certain seasons of
the year." The Messengers said to Kaniatario, "Look and
see". Handsome Lake looked and saw a valley between two
hills. Hot vapor and steam was coming from a deep pit in the
valley. The Messengers said, "Buried in thatpit is an earth
man. He must remain there forever, his punishment for
refusing to deliver the message of the Great; Spirit." Hand-
some Lake said to the Council, "The Great One says you are<[
to drink no more fire-water! It was sent by the Evil Spirit to
destroy the Indian. You must, when you hear this message,
spfll this poison on the ground and never touch it again."
"You must cease practicing witchcraft. Cease causing mental
or physical illness. To dp so is sinful." "Some use certain
charms to attract and influence people. Such methods are
harmful to mankind. Destroy such and never employ theni
a g a i n . " -[ • • ; . • / \ • • • ' ' " ' "'

"Some people, wishing to have no children, destroy them
before birth. Such things must cease " He said, >'A man and
his wife live together and bear children." "Sometimes" a man
leaves his wife and child for another woman. Such actions
rnust cease: It is the command of the Great Creator." "Man
and w*fe must live together. They must rear their Children
well and keep them in good heaith, their hearts must be fill-
ed with love for each other." "Sometimes a man or woman
becomes jealous of one another. Sometimes they'even
become jealous of the love of their children. Because of this
they sometimes desert their children. Such a thing 1$ sinful.
Never desertjjiyour children. It is the command of the
Creator." So said Kaniatario. "A mother often ftj&ome
Jealous of her son-in-law and cause trouble between her

. Lake saw, "'Whoever is kind to the aged, wins
fi^or ft* the eyes of the Creator. Take care and love the old
People and twat thfem as,you would children. Never hurt
tfttti* feelings byv unkind words or actions " "Adults should
l^Snto children who ace natually honest and whose advice

*" $a|Cl Kaniatano.-He said, "There is a
^ death for that man who is cross to

i jle said, "Some of you have
^ ^ ^ g ^ ; ^ ^ W e - ' s e e n their peculiar way
ofjpuntshing a chtjdJby striking the child. Never break the
spirit of the chUd. the Creator loves children and whoever
Whips a child, sins;'1 "As punishment, blow water in a child's
fi<ie.""If the child Still does not mind, threaten to throw
Him into the rive*;"
•flandspme fcak^s^ "A man is happy with his family life.

*|e goes on^hejnuht to supply his family with food. In the
forest he, the hunter, meets one who loves to gossip and
who teU^him that his wife is unfaithful while he is away hun-
ting. T̂ he hunter is sad at heart and because of this evil gossip
'he.i i^^:l i |$;i^,; i^y|^'tst«ps head toward the house of
his own clan or family instead of to the door of his wife's
-house. The Great One is sad because such gossip has caused
ail this needless• .trouble."'• "Never put food away when
visitors come. Arrays: invite them to sit down and eat. Share
what you have with othersV especially the poor and less for-
tuhatfc. This pleases the Sky Father." "Gossip is sinful and it
causes bad feelings and trouble between friends. Such evil
must cease. It is also siriful to listen to an evil tale and not try
to stop it before it causes trouble," so said the Prophet,

"The Great Father is happy when you call on a poor per-
son who is ragged arid unkept. Wash the orphan's face and
comb the; orphan's hair," so said the Handsome Lake.
Kaniatario said,."If you see an orphan or poor child always
â k the child in and give it food. This pleases the Creator
Who loves jpoor people and especially children." He said,
"Give food an4 clothing to the needy."

He saidi "A person is good looking and boasts of it. A per-
son is strong and boasts of it. A man is a good runner and is
continually boasting that he can run like the wind or outrun
a deer. To boast of such gifts is sinful. Instead, you must
thank the Creator that he has given you these gifts. If you are
so fortunate as to have a special gift or talent use it to help
your people, rtpt yourself." He said, "It has been the Indians
customs to help each other during cabin building time, corn
husking time,, harvesting time and in times of sickness. The
Creator says to continue to carry on this custom. It is good
to have helping bees." He said, "Help each in time of need."

Kaniatario said, "The white people are all around you. The
Indian is like a small island in a large river. To protect the In-
dians from the numerous white men, the Council of the Six
Nations should appoint two young men from each nation to
go to the white' man's town. There, they should go to school
and learn the habits and ways of the white people, So many
white people surround us that we must learn their ways to
protect ourselves."

J f d o b e r*p
daughter, and her daughter's husband. Somefimei
b|c even cause the married couple to separate afed
is broken up. Such actions on the part of the jesjk
sinful and must cease," said the Prophet t
father who has been drinking to play-^"
the child's blood." So said the prophet.V4'If a marriec
hjjvenochUdrenietthemadgft^oni^
fliree children. The couple should rear" •
their own," said Kaniatario.

The white people have a custom that is good. To protect
his family in case of the father's death, he has a farm that will
provide them with food. On this farm he raises cows, horses
and other stocks It is good that you adopt some of the things
of the white men. It is good to have a nice garden and house.
It is good to have cows, horses, pigs and other livestock,
providing there is i p pride. It is possible to overdue this
thing," said theJPrpphet. Sometimes one will find a garden in
the forest. He will help himself to the products of the garden
Without the pwhere'S consent. To take what does not belong
to you is sinful. Ifypu really are in 'need' ask the owner for
some. The PWrter tcaxii hot refuse if he has plenty." so said
Kaniatario. '.-* •

"There are certain animal and bird societies whose
members have certain powers and aids because of these
animals; It is the: wish of the Great One that the members
scatter tobacco and never meet again" said Kaniatario. 'Buf-
falo, Bear, Eagle, Otter Societies'. "Chiefs must remember
that they are Ŵ  work for the welfare of their people, not
themselves. The welfare of the Nation must always be the
first thought in the mind of a chief," said the Prophet. Hand-
some LakeiaidV'^ebjple must never forget to give thanks for
life and the gifts from the above. Thanks must be given for
the things of the earth, upward to the sky " Kaniatario said,
"There wlU become a day when the deer and the bear will
become extinct. These animals have been used as sacred
food at the ceremonial feasts. When the deer and bears are
killed off, the people will use beef and pork as ceremonial
food."\ * ,

"YoU ate notjroare that the Evil Spirit is ever near you. He
continually is trying to prevent you from attending the
Ceremonies and Thanksgiving at the Long House. He will try
to persuade you not to attend, do not heed his advice. It
pleases the Great G/ne than you attend the Ceremonies held
in^his honor," aâ d" Kaniatario. "The One Above has created
anew kind of sdfecar,These deer are colored white. The male's
obat Is fpott#«|||j#ihe female's coat has stripes on her side.

and are not to be killed," said
|fe'$gjd> "the pigeon and the hawk do not mate,

his or her own race."
threc^ grade* of sin, the sins of chiefs,
headers and the »ins of the common
>o!Sce, the greater the sin." "Chiels

l b k t t h i

He said, "Some have laughed at the desires of the:Creator.
They have said that there is no harm in drinking strong
drink. Let there be a contest between two groups of equal
number. One groups will eat food such as corn, beans and
vegetables. The other group will drtnk strong drink. Before
the feast is over you will see that the group of the strong
drink will have killed one of their own number while those
who ate food only will be well and with clear minds." He
said, "Fear not the white man who surrounds you and who
has his eyes upon you. The Creator watches from above and
will protect the Red Children."

He said, "The Great One is angry at some of you. It is a
grave sin for an Indian to make fun and laugh at the dances
and ceremonials of his fathers. There is a terrible punish-
ment after death for that Indian "who is guilty of such a
dishonorable thing." "in the Upper World the Great One is
sad. The Evil One says that man belongs to him because man
does what the Evil One demands. The Evil One says that if
he tells man to strike his neighbor that man obeys. From
now on you must not call the Great One, Our Ruler, He does
not rule the world now. YOu must call him, Our Creator.
The Evil One you must call, the Tormemer." so said the Pro-
phet. The Prophet said, "it is a sin to take another's life."

He said, "At the beginning of the planting season it has
been the custom of the old people to have a virgin girl scatter
kernels of corn over the new made hills of corn, this is to be
done in the early dawn, while the dew is yet on the earth and
before the sunrise. As she does this she is to ask the Creator
for a good crop of corn. This, custom pleases the Creator.
"Do not fear death. When you time comes to leave this
earth, sing your death song and die bravely, if you have led a
good life upon this earth. If yOu truly repent your sins; you
do not have to fear," said the Prophet. "Because of outside
influences the Six Nations have become divided and
disunited. Never again, upon this earth, will the Six Nations
be united as of old," so said Kaniatario.

"The Creator gave the Medicine Men and Women their
ability and gifts for the good of the people. A Medicine Man
Or Women should give his. or her service free asking only
tobacco in payment," said'the Prophet. "Before using a
plant for medicine scatter tobacco and thank the plant for its
aid: Thank also the Creator. Plant seeds when you uproot
the plant. It is wrong to pick any plant if you do not intend
to use it," said the.Prophet.

"Grief adds to the sorrow of the dead. It takes ten days for
the spirit Of a dead person to reach the Spirit World. At the
end of ten days prepare.a feast in honor of the dead person.
The spirit of the dead one will be at the feast. Cease grieving
after the Death Ffeast," said kaniatario. "In the sky there are
four great roads. They are the paths of the four human races
of the world. The trail of the dead is the Milky Way," said the
Prophet. The:Gieat Sky Trail stretches above the earth. He
said, "The world will be destroyed by fire. Those who have
been faithful to the .Four Messengers will fall into a deep
sleep.,They will be lifted up to the New World. They will not
suffer." He said, "It pleases the Creator when a hunter
shares his kill with the needy, the widow and the orphan."
The Three Messengers took Handsome Lake along the Great
Sky Road, to visit the Land of Evil Souls and also the Land of
the Good Spirits! Sprawled upon the Sky Road was'a very tat
woman. She was so huge and fat that she could not stand up
6n her feet. She clutched at everything in attempt to stand.
The Messengers said that this woman while on the earth was
Very grasping and stingy. Because of her greed this is her
punishment after d*Mth. "those who gain their wealth
through greed and dishonesty cannot stand on the sky
road." They said.

He saw three groups of people. The large group arejhe
unbelievers, The next large group are the half believers. The
third group, a very] small, group, arc the faithful. The
Messengers said it would be. this way. Beside the Spirit Road
he saw a house with bars in the window, a pair of handcuffs,
a hangman's rope and a whip. The Messengers said that these
will be for the Indians who think that the^ndian Law is no
good. He saw a long iro,ri house. It was white hot. It had one
door and no windows. Many foot marks led in at the door.
Many of them were moccasin tracts. He could hear sounds of
wailings and crys Of pain. This is the future home of those In-
dians who abandon the religion of their own fathers.

Below him he saw the Buffalo Creek Reservation. It was
covered with a huge net. He said, "I believe that we will lose
this reservation to the whites." It happened as^predicted.
The Three Messengers pointed toward the west, the settings
sun. Handsome Lake looked and saw a white man prodding
the earth with a bayonet. The Messengers said, "The White
Man wants you Iroquois to help him kill some of your own
people who are fighting for their country. Tell your people
that they are not to aid the white man in destroying Indian
people. Half way On the Sky Trail the Prophet saw George
Washington and his dog standing before a nice appearing
house that hung from the sky. The white President seemed
contended. They, the Messengers, said that because the
Town Destroyer Jiad allowed the Indians of the Six Nations
to stay in their native lands instead of driving them to the
west, that he was allowed to Hye here as a reward. He is the
only whiteman who got that near the New World. In the Up-
per World Kaniatario met Jesus Christ. Christ showed him
scars left on his hands and feet, caused by nails being driven
into them. He, showed him a knife wound in his side: The
wounds were raw and unhealed. Christ said that when he
tried to tell his people; the white men, the wishes of the
Creator they had killed him. He said that when the end of the
world comes, they would stretch out their hands for his aid
but that he would turn his back to them. He said to Hand-
some Lake, "tell your people that they must not follow the
ways of the white man.'1 .

g
quarrel but rmwt work together in

Along the Sky Trail Handsome Lake saw a tired looking
man carrying earth and putting it in a huge pile. Such is the
punishment for that Indian who sells the country, the bir-
thright of his people, to the invader. He must move and put
into a huge pile all of the land that he has sold. In the tippet
World there was a wide, rough road of many toot marks. A
small trail branched off from this. This small trail had a lew

. foot markSi mostly of children. The wide road was the land
of the Evil One. The narrow trail ted to the lodge of the
Good Spirit.


