
I
-&,

I
»:'••

' • • ? • ' :

1

'f;

J

I

I

v-
X-

The Hotinonshonni:
Historical Series.

Wampum Belts

by Tebanetorens
(Ray Fadden)

Introduction

Indian Time is pleased to present a new series which will
recount the history and culture of. the Mohawk people and
the peoples of the Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy. The
confederate alliance that teas formed by our ancestors was
founded on principles and ideas which effected the forma-
tion oj the present spheres of world influence and ideologies
of representative democracy and socialism. Yet, bow little
recognition is paid to the progenitors of KaiatterekOwa, the
Great Peace, which so greatly influenced the thoughts of
philosophers and political architects from post-colUfnbian
times. Indian Time will begin the historical series with the
history and signifigance of Wampum Belts. The) Use of
Wampum* as an instrument of monetary exchange is one
of those unfortunate misinterpretations that got started in
Hollywood. The Hotinonshonni use wampum for official
and ceremonial purposes. Its value is in: the integrity Of
what it sybolizes as an emblem of the principles and truth of
the Great Peace. Kaianerekowa. To this day wampumis us-
ed in the councils of the Confederacy. When a Grand Goun*
cil is to convened, a wampum carrier is dispatched to
deliver the message of the council to each chief in the Cort"
federacy. The messenger carries a string of wampum as
proof of his credentials of trust and that his words are''(ru£i.

Wampum is also a tool of instruction and an historical
record of some important event in the history of ifoe
Hotinonshonni. With the kind permission of Tebanetorens
(Ray Fadden) Indian Time presents- "Wampum Belts." : \

..rokwa'ho..

V U ciinpunt iirr stiniil bcarf.s maUeJntm i/uapog Clam shells. The beads are
sinnifi lulu belts tri/h t/e.stfi>is to commemarate special events or treaties.)
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Revolutionary War —
= Two Road Belt =

Two-Row Wampum
'•'This-belt symbolizes the agreement arid conditions under

which the Iroquois welcomed the white peoples to this land,
''You say that you are bur Father and I am your son." We
say, "We will npt be like Father and Son, but like Brothers.";
This wampum belt confirms our words. These two rows will
symbolize two paths or two vessels, travelling down the
same river together. One, a birch bark canoe, will be for the
Indian People, their laws, their customs and their ways. The
other, a ship, will be for the white people and. their laws,
their customs and their ways. We shall each travel the river
together, side by side, but.in our own boat. Neither of us will
make compulsary laws Or interfere in the internal affairs of
the other. Neither of us will try to steer the other's vessel.

The agreement has been kept by the Iroquois to: this date.

At the beginning of the Revolutionary Wat the iroquois
tried tpTrerriain neutral but it did not take them long to realize
that neither (he English or the Americans intended to leave
their country out of the war. One Indian compared his.peole
to.a piece of cloth between a pair Of scissors, the scissors be-
ing the contesting white people and the Indians being the
cloth that was cut. Such was to be the case and it was not th'§
first or the twentieth time that the Indian found himself in
that position. England used every method to incite the iro-
quois against the Americans and'the:United States did n9»
hesitate then, or in all of ne*r wars, to use Indians to fight her
battles. Both sides made many promises to the Indians for
their aid, prornises which neither white nations kept after
the war was over and. the aid of the Indians was no longer
needed. Both sides offered scalp bounties biit the English
went a little farther; they offered 'a larger reward for scalps
then they did for prisoners, thus making killing more pro-
fitable. As the war progressed the Iroquois found themselves
in a very trying position. Pressure from both groups was put
on them. At a great council at Onondaga, the Capital of the
Six Nations, they talked over the problem. Some were for
helping Great Britian because of the ancient Treaty of
Friendship and alliance made with her so many years before;
Besides, had not the Americans broken the Treaty of Fort
Stariwix and: crowded them from their lands? England pro-
mised them that in case Great Britian lost,the war, that the
Six Nations, would be given an amount of land in Canada
equal to that lost in their present country. The Oheidas arid
Tuscaroras, members of the Iroquois League,, due to the in-
fluence of Reverend Samuel Kirkland and the Christian New
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f palif i l ^ p g ^ h M ^ e U - i h . their country, did .not
^h£lq-\ii^^ man had not yet
reached^ tneir la^r^ arid c«»wiled them off as they had done
the; M^awics; y6iiifti#st remember that in order for the Iro-
jguois to tit^daily declare war it was necessary for each state

;ir^th^irur|i(MvtodcCla^ the Iroquois Con-
stitution it ha<ii fe be iihaninious. C- uncil after council has

held biit aOcitiuld «t)t agree as to what policy to follow. The
^Mohawks were; for War; The Onondagas were neutral. The
Se^iecas a'n^VCiayugaŝ  were luke warm to either side. The
pneidas^ arid TuScarbrasSympathized with the struggling col
oniesV Even'withiji a nation all could not agree. Finally
Theyendinagea, a Mohawk war leader, said, "Let each nation
be responsible for its own members. Let each nation decide
for itself What path it will take in this war. He held up this
wampum beh whichihas on it the figures of two roads. They
represent the road Of the English and the road of the
American colonies. The, nations of the Iroquois could choose
either road to follow. This belt, as well as the war, did harm
to the Iroquois and helped to divide them.
(Reprinted'from WAMPUM[BELTSby Tebanetorens, SixNa-
tions Indian Museum J •

Confessional Wampum of
Handsome Lake
The Seneca Prophet and
T e a c h e r •• • ' " • • , /• ". " ' ":

This wampum is ten strings, all white, all pure and sacred,
held in the hands<6f the followers of the Prophet while con-
fessing sins before the Creator, and pledging to try in the
future to lead a better and more pure life.

In 1735 at the Seneca town of Conawagus on the Genesee
River, there was born an Indian boy who was later to
become one of the greatest Indian prophets and teachers of
recent times, This Seneca was later given the office of a Chief
of the Turtle Clan with the title of Kaniatario, or Handsome
Lake,

As a young man, Handsome Lake was everything but a
religious teacher. He was an habitual drinker of the white
man's firewater arid more than once returned from the
towns of the invader under the influence of the white man's
curse At this time, in spite of the promises of the United
States Government to keep the fur traders from bringing rum

into Indian towns and despite the warnings of the Con
federate Chiefs to these same traders, liquor was circulated
freely among the Iroquois. The Senecas, who had lost most
of their beautiful country and who were becoming more and
more surrounded by the whites, sought to forget their
troubles by drinking rum. Under such conditions Handsome
Lake lived. Continued on page 4
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