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Mohawk Bedtime
Stories

Indian time, as a culturally oriented paper, strives to in-
clude something/or everybody. Our culture is rich in legend
and oral history and we would like to bring some Of it to -
you in the form of these bedtime stories (or anytime stories),
Indian Time would like to encourage contemporary writers
and story tellers to share their stories and anectotes with its..
We especially would like to hear some tales of humour
which we will publish in both languages, Mohawk and
English. Lesson stories are ideal for children and adults to
share and we will be including some of that in future issues
of Indian Time. So, good reading and we would be glad to
Mar your suggestions or consider your work for publica-
tion. • ' . - . • • : •/
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THE FORMATION OF THE
HODENOSAUNEE OR
LEAGUE OF THE FIVE NATIONS

There are many kinds of heros. We usually think of pur,
great men as being those who were brave in battle and had
the strength of giants, or had the gift of powerful magic,
Listen now to the tale of a different kind of hero. -:

Many winters ago, the Iroquois tribes were always strug-
gling with one another. Other tribes were raging war
against the different villages of the Iroquois. In themidstof..
this tumult, Deganahwideh and Hiawatha began to talk
about peace. Deganahwideh was the real prophet. He did
most of the planning. Hiawatha was his spokesman and
devoted helper. Together they united the Iroquois tribes into
one people — The People of the Ho-de-no-sau-nee, or the
League of the Five Nations. Shall we not say then, that these
men who did not pretend to be any.greater than their
brothers, were really greater heros than those who killed
many men? .

Their handiwork was found to be good; so good that
those who know of it cannot help but marvel; so good that
its greatest features are found in the government of today's
United States. Indians of today, you deserve to feel proud of
the great men of your history!

— Akwesasne Mohawk Counselor Organization

T his is an Iroquois story. It happened many winters in
the past. The next designs are the offical symbols of
the Iroquois Confederacy, The first design represents.

the sacred wampum belt of the Great Peace. This belt is
sometimes called the Hiawatha Belt. The white pine tree, or,
heart, in the center symbolizes the Onondaga Nation, capital
of the Confederacy. The white squares are the other four na-
tions of the Confederacy. This chain must always be kept .
bright and clean. The five arrows are bound very close
together, each a/row represents one of the Five Nations. The
arrows-, bound together represent the unity of the Five Na-
tions. The Five Nations are bound together in peace and
friendship. If a tree should fall on one of the Five Nations, .
the wound or hurt is felt by all. The Long House with the
five fires represents the government or League of the Five
Nations. The Five Nations, stretching across New York State,:
were as a Long House of one family. The Mohawks were the
Eastern Doorkeepers of the Long House. The Senecas were
the Western Doorkeepers. The Onondagas, in the center of.
Iroquois country, were the Fire Keepers of the Confederacy
or Long House. The watchful eagle at the top of the Tree of
Peace is the guardian of the Five Nations. Under the Tree Of
Peace are buried all weapons of war. The roots of the Peace
Tree are four in number and spread to the four corners of the
world so that all nations may find the Tree, following these
roots they may take shelter beneath its branches. . .'

Now our story starts. North of the Beautiful Lake (Ontario)
on the land of the Huron Nation there was a village. This
Huron village was on the Bay of Quinte, (where
Tyandenegea Mohawk Reservation is today). The Hurons
were Iroquois. They were related by blood" to the Five Na-
tions. They had similar language, customs, religion, tradi-
tions and dress. Living in that village was a virgin worftan^
This woman was favored by the Creator of All Things. In a
vision this woman was told that, though she was married to
no man, she was to give birth to a boy child. She was told
that she must name this child Deganahwideh and that
Deganahwideh was to be a great man who was to spread
peace and good will among the different Nations. He was to
plant the Tree of Peace. His life and teachings^would some- '
day influence the world. The son was born and the eyes of
the Great Spirit eveT watched and guarded him from harm.
He was given special powers by the Creator. .

The boys grandmother greatly disliked him and often she
scolded her daughter for bringing disgrace upon the family.
Three times she tried to drown the boy by thrusting him
through a hole in the ice of the lake. But the next day the boy
was in his lodge by the side of his mother. He seemed well
and strong and showed no after effect. In a dream, the Great:

Spirit spoke to the old woman, the grandmother. He told her
to cease trying to harm the boy, that the boy's mother had
born him without having marriage with any man. She was
told that the boy was to become an important man. . ,

When Deganahwideh became a man he was an honest and.
good man. His tongue was straight. He had a big heart
(generous). He never killed game for sport but only when he
needed food. He shared what he had with the poor and less
fortunate of the village. Because of his kindness the birds
would light on his shoulders and animals would eat from his
hand. He always told what he believed was right. He always
spoke against war and talked for peace among^ajl peoples.

One day he bid farewell to his mother and grandmother.
In a canoe of white rock (probably birch bark), he paddled-
across the Beautiful Lake toward the south wind (Little
Fawn.) He crossed Lake Ontario and paddled up the Qswego
River. Crossing Oneida Lake-he made a short carry to the^
Mohawk River. He went eastward dowii the Mohawk Rivet. '

He came to a village of the Flint People (Mohawks). In "
those^ays a stranger never entered an Indian village Without
an invitation. To do so invited death as it was during a time
of many wars. As was the custom at that time, he made a fire
near the village and waited for an invitation to enter.-The
chiefs sent a scout to ask the stranger, who sat by:the lire, to
enter their village. • f :- •
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Deganahwideh sppkje to the council of the Flint People.
He tbld therii of his mission, that he was to speak the words
and will of the Creator, the Great Spirit. He told the people

Ithat the Great Spirit did not love war. He said that he,
Deganahwideh, was sent to establish the Great Peace among

'the Ongewe-Oweh (iroquois) and that nations should no
longer kill each other but must smoke the Pipe of Peace and
Friendship with each other. "Warfare must cease! To love
ybur brother is better than to hate him, The weapons of war
and strife must be buried deep under the earth! Tb kill is
evil!" 3b said Deganahwideh! The Head Chief of the Flint
People agreed with Deganahwideh: He demanded proof *

, however, that Deganahwideh was the one appointed by the
Great Spirit to plant the Tree of Peace and to establish the
Great Laws of Friendship. Deganahwideh said that he could
jjrove that he was the messenger of the Great Spirit, Near the
village there was a high cliff overlooking the lower falls of
the MOhawk River. Growing on top of this cliff and
overlooking the rough waters of the falls was a huge tree.
Deganahwideh said that he would Climb the tree arid sit on
its top branches. The people were to cut down the tree and
thus would fall Deganawideh with it, into the rough waters
and sharp rocks below. If he recovered, that was the proof
needed. The people agreed, for the cliff was very high, the;
rocks very sharp and the waters very rough. They knew that
he tyould surely drown if he was not what he claimed to be.
Deganahwideh climbed the tree and it was chopped down.
He went beneath the waters and vanished,
: The next morning the warriors saw smoke arising from
the smoke hole of an empty bark house near the village.
There they,saw Deganahwideh. He was alive and was smok-
ing while cooking his morning meal. The People of Flint

'. were convinced that Deganahwideh was the one appointed
by the Great Spirit to plant the Great Tree of Peace, that his

: tongue was straight (he told the truth).
-It; was a time of great trouble. The nations of the Iroquois

wjere fighting each other, brothers against brothers. The Peo-
ple of the Flint, (Mohawks), People of the Upright Stone
(Qnejdas), Hill People (Ononadaga), People of Mucklands
(Cayugas) and People of the Great Mountains (Senecas) were
continually at war with each other and with outside riations.
Because of foolish warfare there were many people killed.
The people mourned the deaths of their loved ones, lost thru
warfare. People faced starvation because hunters feared to
walk^lone in the forests, farmers feared to work alone in the
gardens. Nowhere was anyone safe. No one knew when the
terrible war-cry of the enemy might sound. Fear was con-
stantly in the hearts of the people.

. : In the country of the Hill People (Onondagas) near the
Onondaga village1 on Onondaga Lake, there rose the smoke
of a lone camp fire. It was the fire of Adadarho, the terrible
war-chief of the Onondagas. He was feared alike by all nata
tions and even by his own people. This evil man had a body.
twisted into seven crooks. His long tangled hair was adored
with living serpents. His crooked hand always held a war
dub; He was the cause of much hatred and many feuds bet-
ween the men of the Five Nations. He had great power and
was a master,of witchcraft. With the use of this wicked
power he destroyed many men. Every attempt to destroy
Adadarho met with failure. This man was a devourer of raw
meat. It is said that he even ate the flesh of humans
destroyed in battle.

Though the Onondaga People hated Adadarho, they
obeyed hirri. They feared his sorcery. Finally the Qriondagas
could endure him no ionger. The council asked one called
Hayonwatha (Hiawatha) to clear the rhind of the war chief
arid to straighten his crooked body. Hiawatha, who was a
: man of peace, was determined to make Adadarho cease his
evil ways. Iri canoes the people attempted to cross the lake
tp Adadarho's camp. When they were in the middle of the
lake, Adadarho, shouting in a loud voice, gave his terrible^

• war cry. The people were frightened and some stood up in
•the canoes, their canoes tipped over and many were drpwn-
i ed. thus the first attempt to meet the Adadarho was afailure.
Again the people prepared to reason with Adadarho. this
time they walked. Adadarho was again ready with his magic
power, He- caused Akweks, the eagle, to fly close to the
heads of the people and to shake his wings, thus loosening

^many prized eagle feathers. In the rush to secure the
feathers, blows were struck and evil feelings were caused.
The people forgot their mission. Again the Evil One was
s t r o n g e r . , . . ' " • , • • ' ' • • . , v ' • . • • . ' - ' • • •

the people were to try three times before giving up their
attempt tb win over the war chief. A certian Medicine Man
told of a vision. He said that Hiawatha alone could riot con-
quer Adadarho. He said that a great man (Deganahwideh)

; was to come from the north and travel to the east. That great
man and Hiawatha together could wiri over Adadafho. He
said that Hiawatha must not remain with the Onondagas but
must gojb the People of the Flint country, The great man .

: frbm the north lived in a village of the Flint People.
Hiawatha had seven daughters who he greatly loved, the

Onondaga people tried to get Hiawatha to go,to theJPilrit
knew that as long as he had his daughters to keep him that he
would never meet Deganahwideh They decided to kill

-Hiawatha's daughters through sorcery Ohsinoh, a noted
shaman was employed to do this Ohsinoh climbed a tree
near the. lodge of one of the daughters and Imitating the cry ">
of a screech owl he sang a powerful witch song, Jm three
days the daughter died. He did this in turri to all, of the
daughters of Hiawatha. During the night all of the daughters,
seven iri number, took sick and died , '

The shock and grief of Hiawatha was great, He wjttfced in a
daze but not one of his people came to give him sympathy Or
comfort! His mind was shadowed and troubled with his
great loss, those who belonged to the same "clan '«s
Hiawatha's daughters suspected some kind of mischief. Just
before the seventh daughter of Hiawatha took sick they
.secretly watched her lodge. They heard the cry ef the owl
and heard the witch chant. They followed the singer, '
QhsinOh, home to his own lodge and discovered who he
was. When in revenge they lifted their war clubs to kill him,
he gazed at them and their arms were held back by his great
power. They could not harm him. Their arrows werc,hdd
back. The grief of Hiawatha was terrible to behokj.

one^punished the sfcaunan he said that he would leave Onon-
rtdaga>£e4<2te^itfii|^ in the forest. His
r3|ii)f|df̂ rip .̂9d^^ t̂K '̂iH^E||rfiy:.stidolc with thunder. Ughtn-
Jftg: flashed asj ie r̂ir̂ g thieWftiage, he headed toward the

pri the first sun (day) he tamped on a mountain top. On
the(second-..sun. he camped at the foot of the mountain. On
the third sun he came to a place where they were many
round jointed rushes growing. He cut these into small
lengths, thus making beads. He made three stings of these
beads. He made a small fire and sitting near it he said that if
hie found a person bowed down with grief such as his was
that he would mourn with him and try to comfort him. He
said that he would lift the clouds of night and darkness from
his grieving, heart by the use of the swings of beads that he
had just made, the stings would become words with which
he would speak to them. On the fourth sun he came to one
of the Tully Lakes. He travelled now in art eastern direction
(Great Moose). Upon the lake were many ducks. When they
flew upward they lifted the water with them, leaving dry
land; (Probably a beaver dam gave out, letting water out and
leaving lake bottom dry. pucks naturally flew away as they
could no longer float). There were many layers of empty
shells of the water snail on the lake bottom. Hiawatha filled a
pouch with them. Then the ducks returned and brought the
water back with them. (Probably the beavers repaired their
dim). On the fifth sun he killed three ducks. On the sixth sun
he ate some duck meat and went on his way. On the seventh
sun he went toward the south again (Little Fawn). '..-•'

He came to an abandoned hut and there he made a fire and
strung some wampum beads of the water snail shells. Sitting
near his fire he said that if he found a person bowed down
with grief that he would comfort him by the use of the wam-
pum strings. A chief of a nearby village sent his daughter to
invite the stanger to the village. There was a council being
held; Hiawatha listened to the speakers but his opinion was
not asked, though he was a chief. Nothing was reported to
him: For three days he sat at council listening to the various
speakers. On the tenth day he quietly left the village and
went his way. The people had not asked his advice and he
felt that he was not needed.

That day he approached another village, He made a fire
outside the village. Over a tripod pole he hung his wampum
strings. Sitting near the fire he repeated his words, that if he
found a person bowed down with grief such as his was that
he would mourn With him and try to comfort him. He said
that he would lift the Clouds of night and darkness from his
greiving heart by,the use of the strings of beads that he had
just made, the strings would become, words with which he
would speak to them. A;messenger sent by the chief to
discover who the stranger was, crept near and heard the
words of Hiawatha. He returned to report to his chief. The
chief sent the scbut to invite Hiawatha to the village. He was
asked to sit at council.

On the eighteenth sun; a ruhner came from the south (Lit-
tle Fawn), He told of a great man (Deganahwideh) who had
come from the north and was now in a Mohawk village at the
lower falls. He told of a vision, that another great man
(Hiawatha) was to meet Deganahwideh at Ka-nin-ke-a-ka,
Flint Land Village. There shall the two men meet together
and establish the Great Peace. The runner was from a nation
whose village was at the seashore. So said the messenger
from the village on the salt water seashore, who came to tell
Hiawatha to journey east. Hiawatha determined tOgo to the
Mohawk cpuntry to find the dwelling place of
Deganahwideh on the Mohawk River near the lower falls.

The Mohawk River entered the Hudson River, not far from
the village arid then ran to the salt sea. —

The chiefsx>f the village picked out five skillful scouts to
escort Hiawatha. They guided and protected Hiawatha on

k his journey to the Mohawk Country, to the lodge of
Deganahwideh. They watched carefully over his health. It

• took five suns to reach the land of the Flint people. Twenty-
three suns had passed since Hiawathxhad left his own village
at Onondaga. Ort the outside of the Mohawk Village they
built a fire. It was customary to make a smoke to tell of the
approach of visitors so that they might enter the village
without endangering their lives. The smoke of Hiawatha's
fire floated upward and was seen by the Flint Land People.
The Flint People knew the meaning of the smoke signal. A
Mohawk messenger invited the party into the village.

Deganahwideh greeted Hiawatha. He saw that he was suf-
fering from sornedeep grief, that though he was a chief he
was not with his own people but was wandering about.
Hiawatha told Degariahwideh of his sorrow. At the Mohawk
Council Deganahwideh told of the sorrow of Hiawatha. He
mburned With Hiawatha. He tried to comfort him in his great
loss. He sought tor take away the clouds from the heart of the
chief so that he could see more clearly. Deganahwideh
strung eight more strands of wampum. There were eight
parts of Degariahwideh s address to console Hiawatha. His
words were in thirteen strings of wampum, bound in four
bunches. ~ i . '

Deganahwideh took one bunch from the pole. Holding it
and the bunches, one by one, he handed them to Hiawatha
after each part of his address The words that he spoke to
Hiawatha were eight of the thirteen condolences.

"Deganahwideh said that in the future wampum strings
would be held in the hand to remind the speaker of each part
of his talk and each address is finished, a string would be
given to the mourning chief on the opposite side of the fire.
The bereaved chief will hand them back, one by one, as he
gives a reply. Alter the eight ceremonial addresses had been
made by the great Mohawk chief, the mind of Hiawatha was
made clear Once more he saw things dearly Once more the
sun shone in his heart. The Mohawk Chief then said that
because Hiawatha's mind was now strong and clear, that he
was capable o'f Judging and'could now help him make the
laws for the Great Peacfe whose purpose would be to do
away with war, dlpath and robbery between brothers and br-
ing peace, quietness and brotherhood among mankind.

They now composed their Peace Song It would, if sung
without any errp£s#algh|en the wicked mind of Adadarho.
The emblem of tfte Confederate chiefs are deer antlers which
should be w&rafiy them atfouncil The two men then told
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the Mohawk Council; of their plan for a Confederation of
peace and of the building of a Loag House of brotherhood
and peace. The chiefs were told that they must be very vir-
tuous, patient men, that they should wear deer aaUers as an
emblem of their position.

Before they could proceed with their plans, it was
necessary to know the opinion of the Mohawk Council. The
plan was talked about in the council, The Mohawk speaker
said that they, the Mohawks, would firmly grasp the Tree of
Peace and would work hard for brotherhood between na-
tions. Their hearts were happy at the though of ceasing war-
fare. '• ; ; :- ,;V':- •: • ; - • ; •.

Scouts were sent to the People of the Upright Stone
(Oneidas) to see what they thought of the plan for
everlasting peace. The plan was talked about at the council
of the Oneidas. After considering the plan for one year,
Quiver Bearer, head chief of the Oneidas, said that the Peo-
ple of the Upright Stone would join the Confederation. Two
messengers were sent toward the setting sun. They carried
wampum strings and an Invitation to join the Confederation.

they arrived in the country of the People of the Mucktand
pr the Great Pipe People (Gayugas). They built their fire as
was the custom and recited their message. One year from the

- date the Cayugas sent back word to the Mohawk Council
that they had considered the plan, had agreed with
Deganahwideh, and would hold fast to the Tree of Peace.

A runner was sent to the People of the Great Hill (Senecas).
They lived far toward the setting sun (west). The Senecas
Were divided in their opinion. One large band lived west of
the Genesee River. They were friends of the Erie Nation who
were against the League* The band who lived near the Great
Mountains, near Canandaigua Lake, were for the League.
Messengers built their smoke fires near both bands and they
were both invited to Jplni the Confederacy. The People of the
Great Hill were not united very strongly at that time. There
had been trouble between their war chiefs. They asked the
messengers of Deganahwideh to return the next year and
they would have an answer by that time. Both councils final-
ly listened and considered the peace proposals. They finally
agreed with Deganawideh and after a year, they sent
messengers to the Mohawk Council to say that they had
agreed to enter into the Confederacy, that they would grasp
the Tree of Peace, r

the Onondaga Nation (People of the Hills) had been ap-
proached before. They wanted to join the peace league but
had hestitated to agree openly because of their great fear of
Adadarho. When a messenger approached them, however;
they agreed to grasp the Tree of Peace. At the great council
of the Mohawks, when all of the people were present,
Deganahwideh and Hiawatha reported all that had been
done during the five, successive years. Deganahwideh said
that he had obtained the consent of the Five Nations, the
Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Senecas and Cayugas, to
form a peace compact for the;union of the nations. He said
that these. Five Nations had agreed to bury their differences
and establish a great peace league whose aim was to even-
tually take in all of the tribes; its object, to do away with war.
Deganahwideh then said that they must find out where the
fire of Adadarho burned, that it was he who was the cause of
much trouble between the nations of men. "We .must seek
him out and cure his crooked mind." said the great chief.

The MOhawk speaker for the coundl agreed and confirm
ed all that Deganahwideh had said. Deganahwideh then ask-
ed for two scouts (Wolves) who would offer to seek out the
smoke of Adadarho. Two men quickly offered to become
scouts. The headman asked them if they had the ability of
the animals and birds of the forests for such they must have
if they were clever enough tb approach the terrible warrior
and not be caught. The two volunteers said that they would
be as clever as herons and cranes. After looking them over,
the head man said that they would not do because the heron
and the crane would stop at the first river or lake for frogs
and fish. Again the head man asked for two scouts who
would offer to seek out the srnoke of Adadarho. Two men
quickly offered tb become scouts. The head man asked them
if they had the ability of the animals and birds of the forests
for such they must have if they were clever enough to ap-
proach the terrible warrior.and not be caught. The two
volunteers said that they would be as clever as humming
birds and would fly very swiftly. After looking them over,
the head man said that they would not do because the hum-
ming bird is always hungry and is always looking for
flowers. Again the head, man asked for two scouts who
would offer to seek out the smoke of Adadarho. Two men
quickly offered to come scouts. The head man asked them if
they had the ability of the animals and birds of the forests for
such they must have, if they Were clever enough to approach
theHerrible warrior arid not be caught. The two volunteers
said that they would be.as clever as the white crane. After
looking them over, the head man said that they would not
do because the white crane is very wild and easily frighten-
ed, that they would fly in terror when the clouds moved and
would forget their mission.. Again the head man asked for
two scouts who would offer to seek out the smoke of
Adadarho. Two more men asked toT>e allowed to seek out
Adadarho's fire. They said that they would be like crows and
would fly straight to the lodge of the terrible War Chief. The
Head man said that they would not do, as crows are tonojsy,
that they talk too loudly, boast and are full of mischief.
Adadarho would hear them long before they found his fire.
Again the head man asked for two scouts who would offer to
seek out the smoke of Adadarho. Finally two skilled warriors
stepped forward and offered to serve as scouts. They said
that they were strong as the deer and bear and had their
power.

These two were chosen to seek the smoke of the War
Chief. The head man, the speaker for the council, reported
that the two scouts were ready for their trial. The two scouts
travelled through the forest on their mission. They travelled
toward the south (Little Fawn). Then Deganahwideh spoke
to the Mohawk Council. "I and my younger brother,
Hiawatha, stand before you. We now place before you the
laws by which to frame the Great Peace," said
Deganahwideh. The great leader said, "The symbol of our
Peace League will be the tree of Peace, the white pine. Wat- .
ching over the welfare of pur people and perched upon the
Tree of Peace will be the Eagle, guardian bird Of our people.
His far-seeing eyes will warn us of the approach of enemies.
Under the Tree of Peace we must bury all the weapons of
war and bloodshed. Men of the Five Nations must unite and
always act as One Heart, one mind and one soul; They must
forever spread good will and brotherhood among ail na-
tions, always remembering that the main object of the Con-
federacy is to make possible . . . Peace, Prosperity, Power
and Equality for all!" v /

the emblems of the leaders of the Confederacy shall be
the antlers of the deer, the chiefainship titles of the clans of
the Five Nations (heron, eel, deer, bear, wolf, turtle, snipe,
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