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Introduction

Indian Time is pleased to present a new series which will
recount the history and culture of the Mohawk people and:
the peoples of the Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy, The
confederate alliance that was formed by our ancestors was
founded on principles and ideas which effected the forma-
tion of the present spheres of world influence and ideologies
of representative democracy and socialism. Yet, how. tittle
recognition is paid to the progenitors of Kaianerekowa, the
Great Peace, which so greatly influenced the thoughts of,
philosophers and political architects from post-columbian
times. Indian Time will begin the historical series with the
history and signifigance of Wampum Belts. The use of
Wampum' as an instrument of monetary exchange is one
of those unfortunate misinterpretations that got started, in'
Hollywood. The Hotinonshonni use wampum for official
and ceremonial purposes. Its value is in the integrity Of
what it sybolizes as an emblem of the principles arid truth of
the Great Peace, Kaianerekowa. To this day wampum is,us-
ed in the councils of the Confederacy. When a Grand Coun-
cil is to convened, a wampum carrier is dispatched to
deliver the message of the council to each chief in the Con-
federacy. The messenger carries a .string of wampum as
proof of his credentials of trust and that his words are true.

Wampum is also a tool of instruction and an historical
record of some important event in the history of the
Hotinonshonni. With the kind permission of Tehanetorens
(Ray Fadden) Indian Time presents "Wampum Belts."
"Wampum Belts." . \- • .' A
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THE WAMPUM BIRD

Long ago, a war party of Mohawks captured ayOung man
of the Wampanoag^Nation. For some years, the Mohawte
had been at war with these people. The captive boy was
allowed to live, and was given permission to move freely
about the Mohawk Village. He was closely watched so that
he might not escape back to the Wampanoag Country.. .

One day, a young Mohawk hunter came running into the
village. He was filled with excitement, for he had seen a
strange bird in the forest. This bird was covered with WanK
pum beads. Immediately, a hunting party was organized, and
the hunters set out to try and capture this wonderful bird. ,••
The bird was as the hunter had described it — covered with
white and purple feathers. As soon as the chief saw the bird,
he offered his beautiful daughter to anyone who could get ,
the bird, dead or alive. All of the hunters tried to hit the bird
with their arrows. They filled the air with their arrows. Oc-
casionally, the bird was hit by an arrow, and off would fly a
shower of wampum. New wampum appeared on the bird to
take the place of the fallen wampum. Finally, after trying to
hit the bird for some time, the best hunters began to get
discouraged, and one by one, they gave up trying to get the
bird. ^ '-'• . - ."•'_

• The young Wampanoag cative, from the unfriendly na-
tion, asked the chief if he could try his luck. The Mohawk
warriors did not want this to happen, and even threatened
the boy's life. The chief interfered, and told the-boy that, he
could try. "If warriors have tried and failed, surely a mere
boy cannot bring down the bird," said the chief.
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;•.;•.••This belt is the widest belt known. It represents an
evergrowing tree. It is provided thus: I am Dekanawidah and
with thfe.Five Nations Confederate Chiefs 1 plant the.Tree of

.the Great Peace. I plant it in your territory, Adodarho, and
the Qnondag^ Nation, in the territory of you who are The
Firekeepers. —I name |he Tree, The Tree Of The Great Long
.Leaves. Under the. shade of this Tree Of The Great Peace we
spread^he. soft, white feathery down of the globe thistle.»£••
Seats for ypii, Adodarho,-and your cousin Chiefs, —We place
you upon these seats, spread soft with the feathery down of
the globe thistle, there beneath the shade of the spreading
-brancheis of the Tree Of Peace. There shall you sit and watch
the Council Fire of the Confederacy of the Five Nations, and
all of the affairs of the Five Nations shall be transacted at this
place before you, Adodarho, and you cousin chiefs, by The
Confederate Chiefs of The Five Nations. —-Roots have

• spread out from The Tree Of The Great Peace, one to the
north, one to the east, one to the south and one to the west.
The name of these roots is the Great White Roots, and their
nature is peace and strength. —If any man or any nation out-
side of the Five Nations shall obey the Laws of The Great
peace and make known their disposition to the Chiefs of the
Confederacy, they may trace the Roots to the Tree ahd if
their minds are clean and they are obedient and promise to
obey the wishes of the Confederate Council, they shall be
welcome to take shelter beneath The Tree Of The Long
Leaves —We place at the top of The Tree Of The Long
Leaves an Eagle who is able to see afar. If he sees in the
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said, '*When-you are in a state of great confusion, I will
return and again plant The Tree Of Peace and it will become
stronger tjhah befoije, that in the end,* the government and
laws pf the Confederacy will influence the entire world."
-— This evergrowing Tree Belt symbolized the permanence
of The Irpquois Confederacy, jit was displayed in Con-
federate Cpuncjis and; was therefore sometimes called "The

; Wing of The Chief Rpyaneh," It was to protect the Council
and to keep the. eyes of the 50 civil leaders free from dust pr
harmful thoughts}.. It was displayed whenever the League
Constitution Was recited.

The Magna Charter
. ;"'V./-̂ ;;f;of tile-C^f^y;
League of the Five Nations
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This is a record of the foundation of the Confederacy
when it was formed around 1452 by the <3reat Peacemaker
and his helper Ayowatha. Of all Iroquois wampum records
this is the most sacred. Each of the fifty strings represents
one of the chiefs of the original Five Nations, the Mohawks,
Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas and Senecas. When the Con-
federacy was formed the-Peacemaker had each of the fifty
chiefs join hands in a circle and he ordained that all should
be of equal rank and carry individual titles. So that they
should never forget their tides and their positions in the
Council House, this wampum record was made.

The First Chief of the Wolf Clan (Sarenhowane) of the
Mohawks was appointed to keep this sacred wampum. Dur-
ing the Revolutionary War the keeper of this particular wam-
pum circle was a noted Mohawk warrior called Dcwaserageh
(Two Axe). For safe keeping Twb Axe placed this wampum,
along with others, in a brass kettle and buried it under a bush
beside Osaguhdaga Creek which runs into the Mohawk
River. For eight years it was thus hidden. When the Rcvolu-

tionary War. was over Mohawksj returned and dug it up, car-
rying it with theiii to Grand River Lands where it was used to
renew the 'council Fire of the Five Nations. When the
cerempny was over it was again given to the hereditary

' • p e e p e r ; • ; > • - • . • ; ' • • • : ;" • ' • • - . • • '• - " ' . ' ; . . ' • • • • . • :

r.The large circle formed by two enjwined strings, means
respectively The Great Peace and The Great Law
(Kayenerenhkowa) that was established by the Five Nations.
The fifty wampum strings represent the fifty Chiefs of the
Confederacy. The longer wampum strings stands for the
seventh Onondaga Chief who bears the title of Honon- ;
wiyendeh, who was appointed Keeper of all of the other
records of the League. It serves as a guide when the record is
read and shows the arrangements of the Chiefs,in their pro-
per order. White wampum means purity and peace which
also means that Chiefs must never go to war. This sacred
wampu,m is placed as in the above order with all of the fifty
strings turned in toward the center. There are .fourteen
Chiefs representing the Onondagas, eight representing the
Senecas,; nine for the Mohawks,'nine for the Oneidas, and
ten for the Cayugas, who were thus to the right of the Onon-
dagas. It was in this same order- that the Chiefs took their
seats in the Council House.

The Mohawks if they were introducing a question, refer-
red it first to the Chiefs of the Senecas who sat on their fight.
When the Senecas decided, the Mohawks referred it to the
chiefs of the Oneidas and Cayugas. After their decision, the
Mohawks laid it before the Onondaga Chiefs, who could ex-,
press an independent opinion only if the other nations had
disagreed. ' .

It is provided thus: There are now the Five Nations'League
Chiefs standing with joined hands in a circle. This signifies
and provides that should any one of the chiefs of the League
leave the council and the league, his crown of deer antlers,
the emblems of his chieftainship title, together with his bir-
thright, shall lodge on the arms of the Union Chiefs whose
hands are so joined. He forefeits his title, and the crown falls
from his brow, but it shall remain in the League. A further
meaning of this is that if at any time one of the chiefs choose
to submit to the law of a foreign people, he is no lpnger in
but out of the League, and persons of this class shall be called

"They have alienated themselves," (Tehonatonkoton).
Likewise, such persons who submit to laws of foreign na-
tions shall forfeit all birthrights and claims on the League of
the Five Nations and territory. You, The League of Five Na-
tion Chiefs, be firm so that if a tree shall fail upon your join-
ed hands, it shall not separate you or weaken your hold. So
shall the strength of your union be preserved.
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