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Introduction

Indian Time is pleased to present a new series which will
recount the history and culture of the Mohawk people and
the peoples of the Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy. The
confederate alliance that was formed by Our ancestors was
founded on principles and ideas which effected the forma-
tion of the present spheres of world influence and Ideologies
of representative democracy and socialism. Yet, bow little
recognition is paid to the progenitors of Kaianerekowa, the
Great Peace, which so greatly influenced the thoughts of
philosophers and political architects from post-Columbian
times. Indian Time will begin the historical series with the
history and signifigance of Wampum Belts. The use of
Wampum * as an instrument of monetary exchange is one
of those unfortunate misinterpretations that got started in
Hollywood. The Hotinonshonni use wampum for official
and ceremonial purposes. Its value is in the integrity Of
what it sybolizes as an emblem of the principles and truth of
the Great Peace, Kaianerekowa. To this day wampum is us-
ed in the councils of the Confederacy. When a Grand Counr
cil is to convened, a wampum carrier is dispatched to
deliver the message of the council to each chief in the Con-
federacy. The messenger carries a string of wampum as
proof of his credentials of trust and that his words are true.

Wampum is also a tool of instruction and an historical
record of some important event in the history of the •
Hotinonshonni. With the kind permission of Tebanetorens
(Ray Fadden) Indian Time presents the first instalment of
"Wampum Belts."
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'(Wampum are small beads made from quahog clam shells. The beads are
strung into belts with designs tr> commemorate special events, or treaties )

Prelude

Wampum Belts

To most people a wampum belt means any beaded belt
made by. Indians. Glass beads were introduced by white
traders and with these the Indian People did beautiful em-
broidery work. Before the introduction of glass beads em-;
broidery was made with porcupine quills. The long hair
from the bell or chin whiskers of the moose was-also used.
With the introduction of the crude glass bead the far more.
artistic porcupine quill and moose hair embroidery'became a
lost skill. . •>'._

The true wampum bead was not made of glass. Along the
Atlantic coastal waters from Cape Cod to Florida is found the
quahog or round clam shell. Using this material the coastal
Indian peoples made wampum beads. These Were long
cylinder shaped beads about one fourth of an inch long and
one eighth of an inch in diameter. These were of two Colors,
white and purple. In ancient times wampum was strung on
thread made of twisted elm bark. The word wampum is the
Algonquin Indian word for these shell beads. It was a term
used by the Indians of the-New England States. The name has
survived to the present day. The early Indians of the Atlantic
seaboard used this white and purple wampum, for personalT

decorations as well as for trading purposes. Belts, wrist
bands,, ear rings, necklaces and headbands of wampum were
observed by the early white colonists while visiting New
England Indians. The Indian people originally drilled this
wampum shell with stone or reed drills. Later iron drills
were substituted. Even white people became^wampum :
makers and the first money of the American colonists was :

wampum.
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';• At first only the coastal Indians had"'
end of Long island was the original seat of t i l e ^
trade. The Narragansett Indians who were felatedf to^ the*
Long Island people soon controlled the!wampurn;tjira<lei
They supplied the nations of the Interior withj tfceif "w£i»r
pum. This wampum was exchanged for furs from the
western Indians.

Our Iroquois people used wampum for official purposes
as well as for religious ceremonies. According to tradition
Wampum was introduced to the Iroquois by Hiawatha at the
time of the founding of the League of the Five Nations.
Hiawatha decreed and regulated its use. He taught the Five
Nations that wampum should bring and bind peace and take
the place of blood. He first introduced it to the Mohawks and
after telling the Council of its use, his co-worker,
Deganawidah, used wampum to console or wipe away the
tears of Hiawatha whose heart was heavy because of the loss
of his daughters. This was the first condolence ceremony
and has existed without change down to the present day.
The first wampum used by Hiawatha was made from fresh
water shells. There are traditions among the Iroquois that,
before shell wampum was known to the Five Nations, wam-
pum was made from wood stained black and white. An
Onondaga tradition says that porcupine quills were first used
as wampum. A Mohawk tradition says that the first wampum
was made from the quills of an eagle. At any rate Hiawatha
seems to have been the first to use shell wampum for
ceremonial purposes, ,

As wampum became more plentiful it was used more and
more until it came to be regarded as something sacred.. Wam-
pum strings serve as credentials or as a certificate of authori-
ty. No Iroquois chief would listen to a messenger or pay at-
tention to a report until he received official information
through a runner who carried the proper wampum string or
belt. Treaties meant nothing unless they were accompanied
by wampum. Belts were given and received at treaties as
seals of friendship. : • ":..

No Iroquois individual or nation would think of breaking a
word or treaty if the treaty was rnade over a sacred wampum
belt, ^ i t h every important treaty wampum belts were ex-
changed. Sometimes as many as forty belts were exchanged
at a single council. Likewise, every law passed by the Iro-
quois Council was recorded with a certain string or belt of
wampum. The treaty or law that went with the wampum
was memorized by certain trained individuals.

The Onondaga Nation whose country was situated in the
center of Iroquois Lands was chosen, not only the Keepers
of the sacred fire (Capitol) of the Iroquois Confederacy, but
the Onondaga Natibrr" Wjls likewise the Keepers of the Wam-
pum or records.

TWice a year the Wampum Keepers, at a special council,
would gather the people and taking each wampum belt or
string would hold it aloft so that all could see. He would
them recite the message or law that went with the particular
wampum that he held1.'After reciting its meaning the belt or

'string was passed from hand to hand among the entire
gathering that its design and meaning would always be
remembered: At that time young warriors who had been
selected becaUse of their keen minds were given special
-training and instruction by the older Wampum Keepers.
Thfese young men would some day "become Keepers of the
Wampum and it was necessary that their training started ear-
ly. It has been recorded by early white men that a wampum
keeper, even after several years had elapsed since a treaty
Was made, would hold the belt aloft that went with the^nrfc-
ty'and repeat word for word without error, the entire
message even though some of the treaties and promises were.
quite lengthy.. "•••_.

It is said that before wampum was introduced the wing of
ait eagle,was given to. sanction a treaty. In historical times
beaver skins and painted sticks have been used to replace
Wampum when it was scarce.

Six strings of purple wampum united at one end stand for
the Six Nations. When this is laid in a circle the council was
open. When it was taken up it meant that the council was
over. Each nation of the Iroquois had a special string of
wampum that "represented their people. These are as
follows": Mbhawks - six strings tied together,, two purple
beads to one white. Oneldas - seven strings tied together,
almost all purple beads. Onondagas - four strings tied
together, two purple beads to one white. Senecas - four str- -
ings tied together, two purple beads alternated with two
white. Cayugas - six strings tied together, all purple beads.
(When a speaker at an Iroquois council addresses a par-
ticular nation, he picks up and holds in his hands that par-
ticular nation's wampum strings. Con,t'd on page 7
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INDIAN TIME
...is a community paper serving Akwesasne,
Mohawk people and eventually all Iroquois com-
munities. _
Our editorial policy is this.-
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on reporting news .and
information from all sides and view points to pro-
perly represent all people of Akwesasne. You can
help us by presenting us with the facts, nothing but
the facts. We will print the editorials or letters of
people who wish to comment on community
issues, as long as these articles are not inflam-
matory, or hateful. If someone insists on putting
their feet in their mouth, we may help them by
printing their words. Otherwise, look on INDIAN
TIME as a community service. We can disagree on
principle and agree to disagree in general, but we
have to live together and we face the same pro?
blems. So INDIAN TIME is here, to inform you,
possibly entertain you, and help your group or
family, and to pay respect to community people.

Niawen-kowa!

INDIAN TIME is published on a bi-monthly basis
(every two weeks) by Akwesasne Notes. Deadline
for copy submissions is Wednesday at 4 P1M. dur-
ing the week we go to press. Closing date for adver-
tisements is Thursday, 12 noon during press week;
Custom ad^design available for a minimum of
$10.00 on business card size ads and 10 % in addi-
tion to the price on other ad sizes.

INDIAN TIME
TIMEKEEPERS:}
Mari-bizniz !
Rosie -office '
Dyan - reporter/photographer
Debbie> typesetting
Danny •% reporter/editor •
Alex - art & poetry j .
Marianne - production specialist
Pat-advertising

STAFF...OR THE
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WEEKS

TIME IS PRINTED EVEKY TWO

ALL INQUIRIES:
Phone: (518) 358-9531 or 358-9535

Office^Akwesasne Notes, Racquette Road

Indian time, as a culturally oriented paper, strives to in-
clude something for everybody. Our culture fa rich in legend
and oral history and We would like to bring some of it to
you iri the form of these bedtime stories (or anytime stories).
Indian Time would like to encourage contemporary writers
and story tellers to share their stories and anectotes with us.
We especially would tike to bear some tales of humour
which we will publish in both languages, Mohawk and
English. Lesson stories are ideal for children and adults to
share and we will be including some of that in future issues
of Indian Time. So, good reading and we would be glad to
bear your suggestions or consider your work for publica-
t i o n . ••.••• •••••;•• •"•.••.'•••• ' • ' . '• • .
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by Tebanetorens

This story is about the Hodenosaunee, as we say in our
language, or the people of the Long House as it is translated
into English, or the Iroquois as the French called us, or the
Six Nations as the British called us.

Many winters in the past the Hodenosaunee lived toward
the setting sun (west). They lived where the grass grew tall,
and where the buffalo lived (The Great Plains). They lived
beside the~Grcat River (the Mississippi). The Iroqouis lived
toward the setting-Sun, where the grass grew tall, where the
buffalo lived. They dwelt near the villages of the ,Wolf Na-
tion (The Pawnees). They were friends and allies of the Wolf
Nation.

Northeast of their country were the Great Lakes. To the
west rose the Rocky Mountains. Near the outlet of the TB.ig
River, the Mississippi, were the villages of the Hodeno-
saunee.

For some reason, the Iroquois packed their belongings on
their backs and migrated. Many footmarks led away. They
headed toward the rising sun. Up the Ohio River their trail
went — toward the Great Lakes, they migrated toward the
rising sun.

One band went across the Great Lakes and settled on
Georgian Bay, They were known as the Thastchetchi, the
Huton Nation. South of them settled the Tionontati, the
Tobacco People. Another band settled along the shores of
.Lake Erie. They were the Gaguagaono, the Erie People.
Along the Niagara River settled the Hatiwatarunh, the Neuter
Nation. The Wehrohronon (Wenroe) Band settled southeast
of the Neuters. Along the Susquehanna river settled the
Kanastoge Nation. To the west of them, along the upper
Ohio, the Honiasontkeronon (Black Minqua) built their
towns. Up the Kanawha River migrated the Nottoway and
Meherrin Peoples. Far to the south, across the Appalachian
Mountains, migrated the Oyatageronon, the Cherokee Peo-
ple. One band went across the Great Lakes and settled in the
north around Georgian Bay. They became known as the
Huron Nation. One band went south through what is now
known as Ohio and Kentucky. They grossed the Ap-
palachian Mountains and settled in what is known as the
Carolinas, They became the Cherokee Nation. The main
band continued down the St. Lawrence River. There they
met the Adirondack People.

The main band continued down the St. Lawrence River.
There, they met a people who were different from them.
These people were smaller physically than the Hodeno-
saunee, but there were more of them. They were hunters,
while the Iroquois were more or less farmers. The Hodeno-
saunee noticed thatrwhen these people cooked their foods,
|hey flavored them with different kinds of bark. So the
Hodenosaunee called these people, "Adirondacks" or por-
cupines, meaning literally, the Eaters of Bark. The Iroquois
did not get along well with the Adirondacks. Many battles
were fought With the Bark Eaters. Because of this war there
were many deaths. The Iroquois fought many battles with
the Bark Eaters. In time, they were defeated by the Adiron-
dacks, The Iroquois were defeated by the Bark Eaters, For
many winters and many summers they, the Hodenosaunee,
had to pay tiibuife of Skins and meat to the Adirondack peo-
ple/who had very good war t^ Darkness (sadness) filled
the hearts of the-People of the Long House. But the Hodeno-
sauhee never forgot the Creator, and they continued to give
thanksgiving to the plants, the waters, the sun, the moon,
the animals, the winds They wanted freedom, as the Eagle
has. They — men, women, and children — continually
spoke to the Creation and planned for freedom. .

After many years of planning and with secretly-stored pro-
Visions, one dark^night they left their village and silently pad-
dled their canoes up the St. Lawrence River. Their water-trail
led up this river, around the Thousand Islands, toward the
mouth of jthe Oswego- River. They looked back and saw

ifspecks on the water. These distant specks were the canoes of
Ihe Bark Eaters. The Hodenosaunee knew that the Adiron-

JtnoH betog-lMirdened with women and children, had
J1^mli£n^l^*uld. reach them before they could land.
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The Adirondacks overtook the Iroquois near the mouth of
the Oswego River. A great battle took place. For a time, it
looked as if the Iroquois would be wiped out. The Tlmnder
People heard their cry of distress and sent a great storm: In
the confusion, the rough waters and high winds, many of the
canoes of the Adirondacks pvertuned. Those who survived
returned home. "".••• , -

Near the mouth of the Oswego River, the Hodenosaunee
landed and erected their village. They found good hunting.
They found a rich soil, good for the raising of corn, beans
and squash. For many years the home fires of the People of
the Long House burned and their bark houses stood near the
Oswego River. In time, they multiplied. They were many
men, women, and children. The game, being used for food,
became scarce. . .

Finally, different bands of Hodenosaunee left the
homeland seeking better hunting regions. They were look-
ing for signs of deer. From their homeland along the Oswego
River, their trails led south, east, and west. The Flint People,
who are called by others the Mohawks, settled along the
Mohawk River. Around Oneida Lake, the Standing Stone
People, or Oneidas, built their villages. The People of the
HUls, or Onondagas, settled along Onondaga Creek. To the
west, along Cayuga Lake, the Great Pipe People, or Cayugas,
built their towns. Along Canandaigua Lake settled the People
of the Great Mountain,; the Senecas. Another band, the
Akotaskarore, or Tuscaroras, travelled far to the south. Now
they, the one band, had become six separate bands. To the
east was the Hudson River, running to the sea. To the west
stretched the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River. North
was the Adirondack Mountain region and south were the
Finger Lakes. In time, although related by blood, the five na-
tions who remained in the north, became enemies of each I
other. They forgot the ways of the Creator, and fought
among themselves and. with others, bringing sorrow,
destruction and death to each nation.

Two wise men, one whom we call today the Peacemaker,:
and Aiionwentha, organized the five nations of Long House
People into a confederacy; The Peacemaker gave them a
government and consti tut ion to follow, called
KaianeregoWa, or the Great Nice Way. Today we often call it
"the Great Law".

The Peacemaker said, " T o war against each other is
foolish as well as evil. Hunters are afraid to seek game in the
forests. Fishermen fear to follow the streams. Women are
afraid to work in the fields. Because of war, there is starva-
tion, suffering, and misery. War must cease and everlasting
Peace must be established among all peoples." The warriors
of the Five Nations listened and thought of the words of the
Wise One. They threw down their weapons of war.

The Five Nations of the People of the Long House allied
themselves into one League. They compared themselves to a
long bark house, where there would be five fireplaces, but
all were of one family, The Flint People, the Mohawks, were
the Keepers oF the Eastern Door of that Long House. The
Senecas were Keepers.of the Western Door. The Onondagas,
in the center, were the Fire Keepers, and theirs became the
capitol of the Leagued

The Five Nations became as brothers again. They worked
together as one people.if any one of these nations were at-
tacked, the injury was felt by all of the Five Nations.

The Rotiianeson, or jfice People, whom some today call
"chiefs", contributed white wampum toward a Great White
Circle of Wampum. This wampum circle is the symbolic Fire
of the Great Council which burns at Onondaga. it certifies
the pledge words of the Rotiianeson that they will keep the
unity of the Confederacy, that they are united, and form one
body or League of Great Peace, which they have established.
The fifty strings of wampum facing the center represent the
Rotiianeson, fifty in number, the Government of the Five Na-
tions. Each string stands for one of our leaders, and they are
placed in the order in which they sit at council.

This sacred wampum belt symbolizes the union of the
Five Nations. It was made to remember the Great Peace. It
means: the Five Nations are joined together by the Path of
Peace. In the center is a white heart, symbolizing the Onon-
daga nation. It also means that the heart of the Five Nations is
single in its loyalty to, the Great Peace, and that the Great
Peace is lodged in the heart, with the Onondaga people. The
Peace Path extends beyond at both ends, meaning that
Others may follow this path, and become part of the Great
Peace, Kaianerekowa.

The Peacemaker said, "Our League is a Great Tree. It
reaches high into the sky so that all peoples will see and
know of it. The Eagle watches from its top as our guardian
bird. The Tree has four white roots, White Roots of Peace
that go to the foUr winds. If any'man or any nation ^hall
show a desire to trace these roots to their source and obey
the Law of the Great Peace, they shall be made welcome to
take shelter beneath this tree." Many nations took shelter
beneath this tree, becoming a part of the first United Nations.
Weapons of war are buried deep in the earth.

For many years, the Iroquois Confederacy guarded and
protected the Thirteen Colonies from invasion from the
north. If it had not been for this protection during the
several French and English Wars, it would not have been
possible for the United States of America to begin.

Also, white leaders watchedthe operations of the-Iroquois
government and learned union and democracy from it.
Historians are now beginning to admit what they must have
known a long time ago— that the government of the United
States is not patterned after something across the ocean,
where they believed in the divine right of kings and where
the people had no voice, but it is patterned after the govern-
ment of the People of the Long House, where all people —
women as well as men V are represented and control their
government. ; •

If any foreign nation insisted upon war to gain its ends, it
was always warned three times in open council to obey the
Law of the Great Peace and settle its disputes by talking them
over. If after the third warning, that nation insisted upon
force, it got no other chance. The War Belt was thrown at its
feet, and the Five Nations fought it until it was conquered.
Their people were not killed or tortured, but were adopted
by the Five Nations, assigned lands, and were given the same
rights and privileges as other Iroquois, The only freedom
they lost was the freedom to wage war.

Because of the Great Law, Kaiianerekowa, the sun shone
strong in the hearts of the native peoples of this land* They
were a happy people when they lived in America under the
Tree of Peace. "
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