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« M •;*' CAN-AM LACROSSE
LEAGUE ACTION

The Akwesasne Warriors-Cornwall Thunderblrds
flay-Off Series is now tied at 2-2, with the final 3 games set
for this weekend.

T-Birds wort the first game that featured a bench clearing
brawl to the third frame, as the T-Birds pulled ahead to stay,
after trie Warriors came within one goal. Apparently most of
the tension between rivals was spent that night as there have
been no more major fights since. Final score: 13-10.

4 / . The ̂ ardors cameback the next game in Massena to win
j\in one of the most exciting games played in some time. It

^ r a s tied 10-10in the third frame and the overtime period
:.••;••. saw 7more goals. Final score: 14-13.

The Warriors also won the third game in convincing
fashion at Water Street, which was an official home game as
Massena Arena was already booked. Final score: 17-10.

'The T-Birds came back to win their second game and tie
the series at two apiece in a tiresome high scoring game. As
usual the T-Birds rah up quite a few opening goals and kept
the lead to wih. Final score: 19-15.

The last series is this weekend. FRIDAY NIGHT at 8:00 at
Water Street SATURDAY NIGHT at 8:00 at Massena. SUN-
DAY NIGHT at 8:00 at Water Street, if needed.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••
There is controversy over who will represent title league

and Ontario and Quebec in the President's Cup series at
VaUeyfield in early September. The word is there Is not
enough time to finish the playoff series between the east
and west winners. •

Punch Appleton, the president of the Can-Am League, ha*
also resigned his position, stating numerous problems and
complaints, mostly minor that have made it difficult for him
to continue.

SEE YOU AT THE PLAY-OFF!!!!
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Bottom roiv- Left to right - George Bero, Jimmy Bero, HickCree, Robert Cree,Joe
Chubb, and Peter Casey. Middle row: Lou Cree, joe Soloman, Clarence Thomp-
son. Daw Laughing, Ben Kelly. Top row.- Louie Berp, Harry Wkite, Peter Bero,
Clyde (Die Stanley Conners, and the last'two are.unknpwn. '••'.' '
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"Av mid wives and health care\ workers,

our aim is to translate western medical
methods and indigenous health c0re prac-
tices to the everyday reality ojfh&tuomen."

T-t-KH
There are .ono birth stories at Akwesasne. Many of them

begin at hi une " • • '. • " •

In one generation, however, the skills.and knowledge that.. ',
surround the possibility of homebirth were almost lost.

The birthing crew" at Akwesasne, under the auspices of
the Women's iJance Health Program (set Akwesasne Notes,
Winter 19HI. Vnl 13. No.S), is made up of two practicing lay
tnidwives inn sell and my cousin Beverly Cook), seveial
midwife trainee--, and the homebirthing families.. The Center
of this developing community health alternative is the
woman I he i rew is.made up of women of all ages who wish.
to gather she support and knowledge they need to
strengthen themselves, their families, and their community. .-
In this practical way, we give birth to ourselves and each ;

other :"• ." .
As midwivev we feel deeply the responsibility and.

privilege of protecting the natural process of birth. Much of
our strength in this work has been gathered'from the legacy •'.
ot our grandmother, Elizabeth Kanatires Herne Cook, who
learned the art of midwifery from her mother, Millie -
Kanerashtiiostha (iareau Herne. Our aunt Betty Cook.
Brooks, w ho assisted her mother at many births from the age
of 10. tells us these stories about birth in grandma's world:

Mom alwavs took her little black bag. And she took
wallpaper, paste and scissors, sheets, towels, pillows.' A lot
ot the places she went to were on St. Regis Island, Cornwall. \
Island, or down Snye. Sometimes she'd go on a boat, and
scmictimes shed go in some old car that was just strung
together she would go to deliver the baby,, and if the .
woman wasn't ready, well she'd paper the kitchen or living .
room or bedroom. When I was older, I went with her and
she'd make me scrub them bare wood floors.and wash the
windows." • •' , . ••-;::

Grandma stopped-delivering babies in.1953 as more and
more women went to the hospitals that were built in
neighboring white towns. All over Indian country, this trend
was occurring Hospitalization for birth was achieved even
earlier on federal reservations where the then-Bureau of In-
dian Affairs Health Program had a facility. Many factors led
up to this phenomenon that began in the mid-1950s-and"-.
which has culminated in a present-day hospitalization for
birth rate of nearly 100 percent. For over 400 years, the
quality of Indian life and health had been changed by many
colonialist influences: a wheat-dairy based diet, boarding
schools, Christianity, the Allotment Act, and other govern- .:
ment Indian policies which served the destruction of natural. ••
world cultures The destructive effects of these western
ways still per.sist in our communities. •' . ,-

With the post-World War II boom in industrial and.
technological development, families were no longer tied to a
bioregion but to a corporate world. At Akwesasne. in the •
1950s, construction began on the St. Lawrence,Seaway,.ah •
important artery for international trade. The Seaway has
changed the whole course of family life there. Although
traditional Mohawk family life had already changed greatly
under the effects of colonialism, many strengths and values
had remained constant. The people at Akwesasne helped
one another in work bees and the sharing of property, food
and knowledge The self-subsisting economy ofagriculture,
fishing and trading,was undermined by the Seaway and
subsequent industrial development. With- industrial
development and economic growth soon came "social"
development — hospitals, schools, social services— a whole
centralization of life based on corporate society and ex-
ploitation of local resources. Birthing practices are.a
microcosm of this process because it is a passage which most'
intimately affects Indian women, the traditional heart of the ;
Native family . .' . .!

Our traditions sht>w us that birth is a ceremony. It is an ex- ,
pression of the sacred. When we encourage home birth, we
consider more than consumer rights or the limits of
technology. -,-' •:"

; In the traditional mind.a nation is a group of families who
work together for the benefit of the unborn generations. In
these times when daily life patterns are dependent on our
ability to survive in a world that is in direct opposition to the
Creation, too many of our people have jost sight of the reaii-
'ty of the natural order. Life is not fust a paycheck, it is a
system of human relationships, It is these relationships that
determine,our real.survival as a people, as families, as in-
dividuals. •;.. .;."•--•'". '
••:.. Io our community work, the unity of the family and the
nation is one of our highest priorities. The spirit of this unity
is love and respect. Among couples everywhere there is a
high rate of family break-ups. We feel that part of this inabili-
ty of the family to function is the lack of emotional skills
necessary to relate to each other,

;In the births we have done at home, it gratifies us to see
the birthing couple and their extended family unified by
such an important passage in life. The father is a full partici-
pant in the delivery of the child. Not only the father, but
other men in the community also play their roles in the birth.
At the birth of Teiotsiataronwe, it was delightful to hear his
father sing welcoming songs to him. Other fathers insist that
the first words the child hears are Mohawk greetings.

At Ak^esashe, no babies were born at home for 22 years.
In that time, like everyone else in the United States, the peo-

. pie had beentaught to fear birth. The question foremost in
everyone's mind is, "what about complications?"

Complications happen in the hospital too, usually from ig-
norance and unnecessary intervention in the natural birth
process. For all its expensive technology and specialist
fragmentation, the United States still ranks only sixteenth or
seventeenth in the world in fetal and maternal morbidity and
mortality.

In the spring of last year, I had the opportunity to travel to
Holland, where for two weeks I toured and lectured at
university hospitals, maternity care centers, and midwifery
schools; In Holland, where homebirth is an integral part of
that country's health care system, the statistics are far better
than in the United States.

.We encourage homebirth knowing that the hospital is not
OUr enemy. The hospital is only a tool. Our enemy is that we
have been taught that we have no way of really controlling
our immediate environment; that we have no way of direc-
ting pur communities. The process that broke the circle of
the nations continues to take its toll on our lives. '

0,f course, there are women who cannot deliver at home,
thtese women are screened out in a meticulous system of
pre-natal care in which we use the two systems of health care
available to us> that is, both western and traditional
medicine. That is what makes homebirths work, it is a sim-
ple fact that Indian mothers are motivated by traditional
yfays and knowledge to be responsible for their health.

In 1981, we delivered the equivalent of S 16,000 in mater-
nity and infant care to the families of Akwesasne. We realiz-
ed, from our experiences then that the most important need
was health education. As more women begin tb deliver at
home, we need to be better prepared to meet theirheeds,
and to establish a broad-based system of back-up. Our first
effort towards this was to facilitate the establishment of the
Akwesasne Emergency Team, Beverly Cook, registered
nurse, E.M .T and midwife, presently serves as director of the
A.E.T. We arc happy to have the ambulance service as part of
a well-rounded back-up system for home births at
Akwesasne.

• ••:. Com d on page 3

ARCHAEOLOGY
IN'tHEy-
MOHAWK
VALLEY

T$jere has long been controversy in academic circles about
the number of Mohawks in colonial America. Whatever the
figure guessed at, it is generally conceded that there is a need
for more information based upon objective data. The State
University of New York at Albany and Oneonta has attemp-
ted this summer, through its archaeological sections, to pro-
vide more information by excavating a Mohawk village site
dating from the rhid-seventeenth century. The university has
also begun to prepare a revised map of all known Mohawk
community locations in the Mohawk Valley region.

The village that was uncovered by the archaeologists was
located on the south side of the Mohawk River near St.
Johnsville, N.Y. It was situated on a high hill with a comman-
ding view of the Mohawk Valley. The village was surround-
ed by palisades and lay amidst large fields of corn and forests
of pine, maple arid elm. Inside the town itself were
longhouses of. one hundred feet or more in length occupied
by many families and divided into small apartments. In ac-
cordance with Mohawk custom the longhouses were built
on an east-west axis which facilitiated the use of the prevail-
ing winds as insulation against the cold as well as providing
fresh air and maximizing the heat^f the sun. The village had
a definate clan association as yet undetermined but was
marked by the discovery of respective clan cemetaries, none
of which were disturbed by the archaeologists.

The leader of the expedition, Dr. Dean Snow of S.U.N.Y.
Albany, gave a presentation on July 31st to the Mohawk
Council of Chiefs and Clanmothers explaining the work then
being completed and its possible significance to the Mohawk
people. Dr4 Snow had worked previously ^with the
Penobscots and Passamaquaddies to provide evidence for_
their claims for aboriginal land in the state of Maine. The ef-
forts of Dr Snow were instrumental in the land settlement
won by the native people in that area. Snow told of how his
work in the Mohawk territory could assist in the land claims
process by presenting hard physical evidence that would in-
crease greatly the number of Mohawks at that time thereby
supporting the traditional position of national control of an
estimated 9,000,000 acres in New York state alone. Snow in-
dicated that a substantial upgrading of Mohawk numbers
would mean; more territory was needed since the Mohawks
of that era subsisted oh a combination of plants and wildlife
which heeded extensive land areas to regenerate. The
Mohawks would necessarily have then needed much more
land than has previously been believed. Snow said
preliminary findings seemed to increase the Mohawk
population in the l600's upwards of ten times what was for-
mally accepted,

A visit to the location of the excavation revealed some
startling facts regarding the Mohawks of that time. The ar-
chaeological team found many artifacts such as glass beads,
iron axe heads and musket flints that told of a culture aware
of the new European technologies and not at all hesitant
about using them. The traditional attitude seemed, to be that
if an improved tool came along and did not contradict the in-
digenous values thcrt it was correct to use the tool to better
the: lives ;of. the.jfcpople. :The Mohawks at that time were
heavily involved in the trading of furs to the Europeans for
goods they could no^ produce themselves. This meant
Mbhawks travelled widely throughput the east to obtain the
animal pelts uxiavailable'in their own territory. These travels
account in part for the low number of Mohawks in the Valley
at any given time and the presence of artifacts in their
villages from far distant areas.

The archaeologists also discovered a Huron village on the
north side of the Mohawk River across the valley from the St.
johnsville site. This remarkable find is signifcant because a
few years earlier, in 4649, the Mohawks supposedly brutally
invaded, defeated and drove the Hurons from their homes
along the shores of the Georgian Bay. There is no doubt that
the Hurons did evacuate their villages but the question is
why they wpuld settle in the midst of their supposed bit-
terest enemies. The location of the Hurons in Mohawk ter-
ritory as a group, will demand significant revisions in the
standard theories^of how indigenous American warfare was
conducted.

\

Concern was expressed by the archaeologists, who were
for the most part student's at Albany or Oneonta, about, the
desecration of Mohawk graves by vandals who were only in-
terested in digging up bodies because there is a profitable de-
mand for native artifacts in the United States. There is an ob-
vious need for tough taws with stiff jail sentences and high
fines for grave robbers. There is also the need for an ex-
change of information with the Mohawk Valley residents

/who often find burial sites by accident but do not know
what to do with the human remains. It seemed there would
be a willingness by many to contact the traditional Mohawk
Council and work out an arrangement by which the graves
could be protected. An idea was offered by the students to
lobby the state to provide Valley farmers money to leave the
graves along in return for the loss in crops they might suffer
from taking the burial lands Out of production. An offer was
made to the Mohawks to select a few of their own to work
with the archaeological team at next year's sitCj also to be
located in the Mohawk Valley.

The exercise of the science of Archaeology if done with
sensitivity to the contemporary culture of the people being
studied can prove to be of great value, both by erasing myths
and uncovering the truth; The S.U-N.Y. crew has begun to
recognize the rights of the Mohawk people as to the preser-
vation of the dignity of its ancestors and the great contribu-
tions Mohawks can make to the uncovering of the past.

'.; '•'.•/'.. — Kanentiio
Doug George
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