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Frbrnsuch a cosmological place emerged the Longhcrtise
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whistling among the trees or across some peculiar crevace
earned Wanagah its name. Canajoharie was named for its
"standing post." What kind of post remains open to specula-
tion, but its Mohawk spelling and pronunciation - KANENT-
SIOHARE (ga nuh joe ha leh), quite clearly describes a stan-
ding post. In keeping with caricature perception it would
have to have been a standing post so,mewhat out of the or-
dinary. Schcnectady is one of those Mohawk names that was
improperly transcribed into English and then mispronounc-
ed a half dozen different times and eventually, became
Schenectady. It started out as SKANEHTAT.I (sga neh da
dee), meaning "beyond, or to one side of the pines:"

The list goes on and on with Mohawk state names, but the
point I am endeavoring to reiterate is that the Mohawk.
language is one of the most sophisticated semantic evolu-
tions on the planet, and it reveals a profound depth of
perception that composes native reality. Language reveals
the perceptual and conceptual quality of its possessor.

The ability to sec the obvious is a perceptual talent that
goes far deeper than an ability to communicate "obviously."
Language is but a surficial mirror of awareness depth. This;,
depth of perception and awareness is the very reason why
native speaking persons are able to see relativities in Crea- .
tion where others may not. All they needed do was to look
in any one of the six directions - east, south, west, north, up,.
down, and they could percieve with little doubt that all
elements, animate and inanimate, of Creation were related:
They saw that the trees and all other plant life had stems and
limbs that were cylindrical just as their own limbs and bodies
were. They observed that the bodies of all other animal life
also had circular forms, round heads . . round
eyes..arms.legs.. • .

They examined the hailstones that fell'from the dome of
the sky and perceived that they had spherical shapes. As they
watched over their children laughing and splashing about in
the water they observed that water cast into the"air struggled
to become round before falling back into the river. They .
climbed the ancient weather worn (rounded) mountains .-and
from their summits beheld that the lakes were circumflex in
contour. Overhead were the ever hovering globes that were
the sun and moon. When they turned their attention down
among the stones that were strewn about the earth, they •
marked that some of them were worn round by wind and
water, some nearly round, and still others which were pan-
tamorphic, yet were in various stages of becoming round.-
The realized that the very stones themselves struggle to be.
round and would be, given time. They lifted these stones
and saw insects scrambling for cover and glimpsed that they
too had round forms They sa\v circles everywhere. They
discovered not one exception to this phenomena,of relativi:

ty.
Thus, it is no great mystery why we lovingly refer to the

Earth as Mother Earth being the source and host of all life.
Grandmother Moon - the governess of female life fertility..
To the Sun as our Eldest Brother the life sustaining overlord
of local Creation. And, to all life forms be they flesh or spirit
as "all my relations." because we are all so clearly and 'ob-
viously related ..-. • . ' ..

I have heard it said that the Creator made humans in the
image himself/herself, a concept with which I agree whole
heartedly. It nun well be that my memory serves me incor-
rectly, but I do not remember mentioned in the same con-
text,, the animals, birds, trees, insects, stones, Takes,
hailstones, planets, or even the more obvious sun artd moon
that all are also in the image of the Creator. When one views
the Creation from a relative standpoint, one cannot (or
should not) fail to realize the obvious and glaring truth - that
the circle or sphere is the shape of that which exists. That.
which exists in any tangible form is made real by virtue of its;
balance with itself (relative and proportional) against the in-
fluence of an eternal force. In the centerless eternity of
space, the circle (the center) is the perfect container of the
substance of being Matter and the energy that binds it is a
paradox to eternity. Round is the weave of paradpx..The
Great Mvsterv. : • • •; '•.

Cultureof the Hotinonshonnii a culture"of i
ed by an oral tradition as ancient as the people themselves.
The many families and clans of the Longhouse providedi a
healthy environment within which such an oral tradition
O)uld be practiced effectively. Oral tradition requires a tptal:

ly immersed environment such as was provided by life
Within the larger family unit of the dan.

the education of Mohawk children, up until the com-
paratively recent past, was the responsibility of the eritire ex-
tended family to which the children belonged, A close family
unit constituted the grandparents, parents, brothers and
sisters, aunts, uncles and cousins, t h e child considered his
or her entire clan as Yamijy. Even today, the term for one's
aunt, ISTA (e€s da), is still "mother." The parental respon-
sibilities were shared by the aunts and uncles. The children
learned temperence and wisdom from their resident grand-
parents, and, brother and sister companionship was shared
among the many cousins living in the same Longhouse. It
was the unquestioned morality of the Longhouse people that
persons of the same clan were forbidden to marry. The clan
is an extended family, and to marry apersonof the same clan
was to marry a brother or a sister. The morality of the clan
precluded genetic interbreeding, thus ensuring the genetic
health of the subsequent generations of the clan. The

.Longhouse concept and practice of the extended family in-
cluded a much broader definition than the so-called "nuclear
family-1 of the present day.

_ .•'••Wit-Kin this extended family closeness the children learned
their language and their education came as naturally as
breathing. Oral. tradition thrived in the intimacy of the
Longhouse. Culture, history, and general knowledge were
shared freely and was known as a matter of daily life. A per-
son raised within the extended family naturally possesses

. social skills which -fostered the development of a sense of
continuity and purpose of being, and, a strong sense of iden-
tify' *vith the past, present, and future. An identity crisis was
unheard of, and suicides were rare instances of aberrant
behavior, merely the factor of uncertainty which underlies

;,'Creation.. Thus it was. that the childrens' family and people
Were their community, and their community, their school:

Today, our communities look much like any rural
American or : Canadian community. We live in modern
houses, drive automobiles, own color television sets, shop at
supermarkets, and we are employed as ironworkers, con-
struction workers, teachers, lawyers, doctors, etc. Yet, in-

; spite of all the apparent blessings and conveniences of
modern sciences, Native Peoples everywhere have a
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The Houdenosaunee Grand Council of Chiefs make the foUowlng statement regarding military registration and conscription by the
United States: " ' • • . • .••'•• : : • ' • ' • " - • ' } ' ' " "" ' • ' • ' • ' • ' ' . - ' • • • .

Relations between our two sovereign nations have always proceeded according to principles first established in our earliest
agreements with the European nations. These principles were memorlalixcd In the Guswenta, or Two Row Wampum, which symboliz-
ed our mutual commitment to reside together on this contincntin peace and friendship without Interference with the laws, lands,
rel ig ion, a n d g o v e r n m e n t o f e a c h o ther . " . '.'.• , ^ . . : • ' , . • ' • ' : • , ' , . - - ' .

Our treaties with the United States, the 1784 Treaty of Fort Stanwix and the 1794 Treaty of Canandalgua, provide for the mutual
respect of our rights as distinct sovereigns. These treaties were sought by die United States at the time of the birth of your nation, and
we, on our part, have horiored each agreement through these many years. * ; •• ' • . ' . - ; - . . . • •

Recent events require our Council to again state our diplomatic history with the United States, and to make our current position
clear. , . . . . . ' •*" \ ': ' ' . • ' • • } ' • - : • - . ' • - . . ' • . , ' : ' ' • . . . ' • • ' . . • ' . . [

Our men and women are citizens of the Houdenosaunee, Six Nations Iroquols Confederacy with alleglence to the Guyyannahgonah^
THE GREAT LAW OF PEACE. They are free and are not subject to conscription by our nation or any other nation. The men of our nation,
in times past, have fought side by side with United States forces as allied, not as conscripted soldiers. . : : j '\

We are aware that the United States Congress purported to unilaterally Impose United States citizenship on our people in 1924. This
action Is iqvalid. It is a violation of our treaty agreements and International law. A nation may not impose its citizenship on another na-
t i o n w i t h o u t t h e o t h e r n a t i o n s c o n c e n t . — - ' . . - '••••.-''. , •-• ; ' ' • ' • ' . . . . • ' • • . . '.." ''•• •••..'

We have consistently informed your government that any s«ch law does not apply to the Houdenosaunee. We are sovereign hi our
territories. The role of Congress In relation to the Houdenosannee to limited to carrying out treaty obligations. : t

Therefore, we have informed our young people not to register for the United States military draft. If you wish to meet with us to ,•
discuss this matter further contact Chief Leon Shenandoah,Tadodafaoof tiui Houdenosaunee, Onondaga Nation, via Nedrpw, New YOrk
13120. • . •• . • - . • • ' • '..•..••. --^ " r '::..':• ' • ' • . • ' • . • ' •• • '. . !"• ."' ^ " ' :

disproporttonateiy;;-high vWieof alcoholism, suicide, and
unemployment when cotnpared to American and Canadian
statistics. These arê  cohditJbris which breed abnormal
behavior, often porderittg on criminal behavior born of
frustration, despair, and purposelessness of living with a
fragfiented identity of the self and the place of that self
within the greater scheme of life and society. There is
definitely something wripng.aomething missing from the
lives of contemporary Native People that brings them grief
and Apathy amidst (so-called) opportunity and prosperity.

0ne needs not'pages and pages of sociological statistics to
arrive at the cphclusfon that at the roots of native cultural
and social deterioration is the. absence of social skills and
knowledge essential to the collective functions of the ex-
tended family. The clan served a very fundamental purpose.
It was the foundation and social fabric of Longhouse culture.
Today, our children grow up within the influence of North
American technological cultures as well as the remnants of
their own ancient culture. The very nature of English
language culture is diametrically opposed to native concepts
and mores. Our chHdren are confronted with contradictory
sets of values upon entry into the school systems. English
language education dominates and prevails over much of
their lives. Their own culture and the importance of their
identification to it was not realized nor reckoned into their
overall education until little more than a decade ago. The
movement to establish native language programs in the
various schools is a direct manifestation of the imperative
need to buttress the cultural foundation of our children.

To know ones' owrt language, history, and culture is to
reconcile the past present and future, and as importantly,
provides a sense of direction into the future. If there exists
no past, a person's values and morals become based in the
immediacy of the present moment. The future cannot
exist.That person's continuity of existence is broken. To live
entirely in the present, untempered by a rich cultural
background, nor the promise of a well integrated sense of
the future breeds impatient, pleasure seeking, and lawless
adventures. Impatience begets irritability, irritability begets
alcoholism and violence, alcoholism begets guilt and
remorse, guilt begets, self hatred, self hatred begets destruc-
tive and suicidal behavior, and self destructiveness begets
alcoholism, artd back around and around in a mad circle.
Alcoholism begets alcoholism.

However well intended, many of these language/culture
programs in the goyernmient schools are falling short of their-
objectives. Native languages are primarily intuitive by nature
and do not lend themselves to conventional linguistic ap-
proaches for objectively structured curriculums. The pre-
sent twenty minute to one half hour daily instruction
periods of native, languages in the government schools
amounts to little more than a pacification offering. Parents
are led to believe that all is well now that their language is be-
ing taught in the schools. A cursory study of the effec-
tiveness of these government-sponsored language programs
will reveal the startling fact that all is indeed not well. The
government concession to native languages in the schools is
the equivalent of applying a finger band-aid to a gapping and
potentially fatal cultural wound.

We cannot continue to expect government sponsored
schools to salvage our language and culture for us, because it
has been their purpose all along to completely absorb and

• assimilate Native People into the mainstream of their society.
In fact, the government schools until quite recently were ac-
tively engaged in suppressing native languages. To all indica-
tions they have not changed their stance regarding the
rnainstreamirig of Native People. Only their tactics have
changed, and then only after the worst of the damage was
already done. It was but a minor concession to allow native
language instruction into their classrooms because the
language was, for the most part, already well on the way to
extinction. That which at first appeared to be a liberalization
of educational policy toward native priorities was more of a
delaying tactic that seems to have been engineered to quell
the uproar from the increasingly radical and sometimes mili-
tant native communities. Let them teach Mohawk, but im-:
potently...

— POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS—
•

I have been called a-chronic complainer. Perhaps. I also
feel that like that mad newsman in the movie NETWORK
when he lead his whole audience in the chant "We're mad as
hell and we're not going to take it anymore." Of course, he
was co-opted and his message turned by the Network into
nothing but more ratings and commericals sold. That is just
as important as the original statement. David Horowitz's
consumer show islcalled "FIGHT BACK" in which they
challenge products tp live up to their claims, but does he
come up with any solutions besides make your products bet-
ter, he may be protecting consumers, but is still dependent
on the products, the^ products still keep coming. It's not
enough to know that the system is bad, basic attitudes must
be changed to stop the Wasteful consumer ethic. We get so
much information that people tend to just go along and pick
the lesser of the evils. MY SUGGESTIONS;
j . Fish Hatcheries, •- grow clean protein
2. Greenhouses - growing clean food
3. Water Treatment ^controlling contaminants
4. Metal. Works 'teaching the art of metalwork for con-

struction, design and functional art use. Teaching
• welding, forge, casting, for small businesses. Americans

TO AIX CRAFTSPEOPLE:

Dawnaytoh,
The Grand Council of Chiefs
of the Houdenosaunee

(signed)
Tadodaho . ;-:,.. V
Chief Leon Shenandoah

(signed) '/:;• " ':"-
M« Audrey Snrti.ndoah
Sec. of the Bmkdenoiaunee
Onondaga Nation •;

1 The Akwesasne Freedom School needs your help. The
f A.F.S. is going on a trip to Hunter Mountain on September
' 3^5 as a fundraisiihg evei*u They would appreciate any'dona?
''tJ6mpf-ltoh^H?|i^^'rafted'itemsi Even if you can donate
only one piece pfbcadwprk, leatherwork, artwork, o* any

ibther craft pieqc, it wpuld really help. AH sales from donated
| pieces will gô  tpt^ard? the reopening of the school this fall.

B S « i d Rat Thomas will be holding craft ses-
^ ^ V ^ ' - Beading supplies, splints

r and other craft supplies are also
^ Anyone wishing to attend

p For more in-
or Pat Thomas at

Fortunately, native pebple are awakening to fact that if
their languages and cultures are to survive, it will have to be
entirely due to their efforts. New and old teaching methods
must be given equal consideration because some old ideas
may be as valid and effective today as they were in their
time. Indeed some old notions of native language education'
may only now be coming into their time of fruition. I believe
this is particularly true of the concept of total immersion.
Although hardly new, the concept of total immersion in a
language and culture is a tried and true method of imparting
a comprehensive knowledge of it to the student. The human
ability to adapt to a new environment in a comparatively
short duration of time reaches maximum capacity when of-
fered no other alternative. It must be understood that, given
a choice, most human beings will pick the easier alternative.

If we are to practice total immersion in the Mohawk
language, the first step is, of course, the complete removal of
all English language influences. The more determined
parents will outlaw the English language entirely in both
their homes and school. This means selling or detonating
their television sets, radios* and English language texts, and
replacing them with Mohawk language and culture oriented
influences. Television and radio may be re-introduced when
Mohawk language programs become available. We shall be
doing well if we can eliminate the one most damaging and in-
sidious element from the lives of our children, television. It
is a dangerous hypnotic device which literally can come to
govern human behavior if allowed to saturate a young
developing mind! .

Obviously, the ideal totally immersed environment is
found within the extended family of the Longhouse.
However, in this day and age of the independent "-nuclear
family" household, most adults lack the social skills to func-
tion within an extended family, but the children do not. Ex-
tended family social skills can be learned with more ease by
the children than by adults, but this is not to imply that
adults are incapable of it. The extended family is a co-
operative life style that makes life easier for everyone con-
cerned if the problems of personality can be overcome.
Perhaps the notion Of living in a Longhouse with relatives
will be repulsive to some (if not all), but ir^the end this is the
only logical alternative if- we are truly serious about this
business of preserving our Mohawk language and culture. It
is important to note that the children attending the Freedom
School already consider their school a sort of part-time
Longhouse. The feeling of the extended family is becoming
prevalent among the young. For once, we adults should take
a lesson from pur children because they are clearly pointing
the way to their own survival. We shall need to make some
personal sacrifices for the collective benefit of our children
and our children's children.

are just as mobile as ever and trailers, chopped vans
and wagons and pickups can be handmade for recrea-
tional or work use. More research into better fuels will
enable such vehicles.to be worthwhile, but don't de-
pend on the auto industry to tell you, you must keep
up With all fuel and engine developments and how they
can be converted to any new types.
Log Cabin Building - green logs, cured logs, kits
Solar Distributorships - wind generators
Glassmaking, papermaking, recycling projects
Growing corn to feed beef animals, to feed your family
and convert cbrnwaste into ethanol to power
machinery. . .
Garbage put into compost plants that can convert it in-
to food for soil and possible methanol to also power
any machinery. Waste oil filtered and cleaned to run
machinery. . .
Construction crews that can build our houses, schools,
community buildings and farming projects. Combined
tradesmen: ironworkers, carpenters, masonry,
designers. Apprenticed by local programs.
School for proposal writing through tribal councils.
Conservation and pollutant control
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ANY OTHER SUGGESTIONS?
Alex J.

MUSEUM PRESENTS SPECIAL
ART EXHIBITION

The Akwesasne Museum of the Akwesasne Mohawk Na-
tion, announces the opening of the special exhibition FOUR
NATIVE BROTHERS now on display in the library of die
cultural center in Hogansburg, NY.

The exhibit features four promising young Canadian
Native artists, who are: Clifton Paul [Micmac], Daniel Fuller
[Metis], Irvin Purdy and James Walker [OjibwayJ. Hie
display includes soapstone and bone carvings, pottery and a
variety of prints. The majority of the artworks are for sale.
The exhibition is designed to offer the museums viewing
public a spectrum of contemporary Canadian Indian.art and,
through interpretative labels, inform interested viewers
about the origins of the art styles being presented.

The library has generously offered space for the exhibit
which will be on view there until the end of September,
from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
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