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GERMAN MOHAWK
The Mohawks had made preparations for the Palatines to

settle along the Schoharie creek. Hunter negotiated a land
use transfer agreement with the. Mohawk council. The
Mohawks were specific as to the exact dimensions of the
land to be used by the Palatines. They were beginning to feel
the pressures exerted by the colonials for greater territorial
cessions, although the local non-Indian population was only
about 2,500.7 Already unscrupulous English and Dutch land
speculators had attempted to grab great tracts of Mohawk
territory by having unauthorized ethnic Mohawks put their
drunken signs on land transfer deeds. The Mohawk council
complained vigorously to the governor, with moderate suc-
cess in having some deeds nullified.8

• Governor Hunter's grand plans to leave the Palatines.
employed in the production of naval stores fell in ruin; He.
failed for a number of reasons including a lack of financial;
support from London; the government seemed oblivious to
his appeals for assistance for the Palatines once they left
England. He chose a site that was not able to sustain the
wood production industry again because of a lack of proper
trees. Hunter underwrote the expenses of the Palatines per-.
sonally, an economic commitment he could not long sus-
tain. Perhaps most critical was the Palatine resistance to
adapt as a labour colony; they came to America with far dif-
ferent expectations and when their demands for land were
not met, they refused to work. Hunter used all manner of
coercive devices to makj the Palatines produce the naval
stores none of which worked. In the end,'he accepted his
losses and released the Palatines to their own devices.9

The Palatines were quick to respond to the easing of.
Hunter's grip. On September 6, 1712 Hunter gave-notice to
the Palatines that he would no longer provide them with
support of any kind. By September 12, the first Palatines ar-
rived in Schoharie.1" Their first winter was an exceedingly
difficult one and yet for the intervention of the Mohawks
with food, the Germans would have died.

"This was the latter end of the-year and the winter just at
hand, which is very severe, there being no provision to be
had, and the people bare of clothes, which occasioned a ter-
rible consternation amongst them and particularly.from the
women and children the most pitiful and dolerous cries and
lamentations that have perhaps ever been heard from any.
persons under the most wretched arid miserable cir-
cumstances, so that they were at least much against their
wills put under the hard and greeting necessity of seeking
relief from the Indians, upon which some of their chiefs .
were suddenly dispatched away to the Indians by whom
they were kindly received, and to whom they opened their
miserable condition, and that being wholly cast off by the.
said governor, and left destituted of the means of living
elsewhere, they entreated them to give them permission to \
settle on the tract of land called Schorie, which they im-
mediately granted, saying they had formally given that said
land to Queen Anne for them to possess, and that nobody.
else should hinder them of it, and they would assist them as
far as they were able, whereupon these chiefs returned to
the people, acquainting them of the Indians-favorable
disposition."" ' .

The Mohawks provided the Palatines not only w
but confirmed a further land grant to them being:
"....they (Palatines) were obliged to solicit all the In-
dian kings there adjoyning for more land, which they
willingly granted them and sold them the rest of the
land at Schorie, being woods, rocks and pastaridy for
300 pieces of eight."12

The Palatines were not entirely free to establish their farms
however. Governor Hunter was having great personal dif-
ficulties in securing reimbursement from the British, govern-
ment for his expenditures for the Palatines. He would never
fully recover his losses but during his appeals he waged a bit-
ter fight with the Palatines. The Schoharie lands were
Mohawk, but they had agreed to allow the Palatines to live
there. Colonial law demanded that such transactions be ap-
proved by the Governor. Hunter refused to allow the
Palatine-Mohawk transfer. Instead he granted land patents
for the very lands in Schoharie theTalatines were cultivating
to five speculators; Myndert Schuyler, Peter, van Burgh,
Robert Livingstonjr, John Schuyler and Peter Wileman with
Lewis Morris Jr. And Andrus Coeman later joining the group
to become known as the seven partners.13

The seven partners wanted the Palatines to buy or lease

.their farms, sought their eviction. When the Palatines refused
to do so, the partners sought their eviction. Authorities.sent
to Sehoharie to serve warrants were chased from the settle-
ment.-The partners sought redress with Hunter while the
Palatines sent the delegation to London to plead their case.
The result was that a new royal governor for New York,
William Burnet, was ordered to relocate the Palatines "upon
such convenient lands as are not already disposed of."14

'*. " ...settle the Palatines as far as I could in the middle
of our Indians, but finding the (land) could not be -.

, brbiight to that I have granted their own request
which was to have a license to purchase of the nearest '

.Indians which are the Mohawks which I have yielded
'••-"... them with this condition that it not be nearer than a

fall in the Mohawks River which is forty miles above
'] Fort Hunter and four score from Albany,,.,""

Burner hoped the satisfaction with this arrangement ex-
pressed by the Palatines would be permanent. He also plann-
ed for the Palatines to serve as protection from the threat of

; invasion by the French at Quebec by their acting as a buffer
to the colony, •

t h e Palatines received the first land patent in the Mohawk
Valley in 1722, which was called Burnetsfield to honor the
governor, later to be known as German Flats,16 Other set-
tlements were closer to Ft. Hunter growing into the modern
communities of Palatine Bridge, Little Falls, Fonda, Ft. Plain
and St. Johnsville. During the Revolution when the
Mohawks were driven from their homes, the Palatines ex-
panded to include the former native communities of
Canayuharie, Ft. Hunter, and Schoharie-Middlebury. The
Palatines had for years prior to Burnet's patent been making
private purchases from the Mohawks awaiting only the
governor's approval before moving onto the land17

The Mohawks were not entirely satisfied by the rapid
growth of the Europeans onto their lands. The British con-
sidered the Mohawk Valley within the county of Albany and
the county was growing quickly, from 2273 non-Indians in
1703 to 6,50.1 in 1723; 8573 in 1731 and reaching 10,000 by
1737 before stablizing for ten years.18 Europeans had long at-
tempted to extinguish Indian title by whatever means most
expedient. Experiences such as that of the fraudulent
Sehoharie sale of 1695 in which a Qolonel Nicholas Bayard
had obtained a great tract by having "six idle, drunken"
members of the nation had taught the Mohawks a bitter
lesson when discussing land with Europeans. They would
even go so far as toask the British Crown to hold particularly
deSireable areas in trust to prevent further losses of
• t e r r i t o r y , ' 9 •:.-.. ' • . , : ' . ' . - • . * - • ; " • . • - . • • •

This did not stop the land speculators. When the Mohawks
refused to grant further cessions, the colonial governor
\yould. The exploitation of native lands was the one sure

"way to wealth in the colonies. Tracts in the thousand of
acres were obtained however unethically and subdivided in-
to smaller areas for higher prices. The number of immigrants
were steady, guaranteeing a constant market for particularly
fertile valley lands. After 1749, the non-Indian population in
the Mohawk territory exploded, reaching 17,424 in 1756

ISftd a smothering 42,706 just fifteen yeafsiifigrt*1^ 7'
: t h e Mohawk response to this siege of settlers was to
relocate to other distant parts of its territory - to places such
as Kanawake, Akwesasne, Kanasatake or to the Confederate
holdings in the Midwe"st. Statistics show that while the adult
male population of the valley decreased 160 to 80 from 1721
to 1736, the numbers at the Mohawk settlement at Kanawake
near Montreal grew from 200 to 300.2l Akwesasne and
Kanasatake were resettled by Mohawks shortly after because
Kanawake could no longer support a rising population.
' The Mohawk Valley's non-Indian peoples were primarily
German with a growing number of Scots, Irish and some
English. As the Mohawks were forced into ever decreasing

: land areas,, their bitterness grew. At one time, their situation
was SO difficult as to have them appeal to the Oneidas for a
place to live, charging that the valley was being overrun by
whites who claimed "the very ground under their feet."22

The agent for Indian affairs, William johnsonTwas constantly
appealed to by the Mohawks for a fedress of land grievances.
The Crpwn acted in 1762, sending instructions to the col-
onial government to prohibit grants of land to territory
claimed by the Indians. The Crown ordered the removal of
all persons settled on Indian lands and where possible, the
prosecution of those who made fraudulent purchases.23 •

The critical problcrn of the speculation upon Mohawk and
. Confederate lands by the settle^ threatened to break out in-

to war between the natives and the colonials. The Crown en-
trusted William Johnson with negotiating a permanent boun-
dary line between natives and colonists. This border would
prohibit Europeanesury into Indian territory. This boun-
dary, established in 1763, was negotiated particularly for the
Six Nations Confederacy in 1766; At the negotiations, held in
Ft.. Stanwix, the parties took particular note of the Mohawk
problem, agreeing: -
:•• '!That the lands occupied toy the Mohawks around

their villages as well as by*jMiy other Nation affected
by this one Cession: many "|jffectively remain to them
and their posterity.^,."24 $

(Sir William, While negotiating for such a provision hat
would prevent further loss of native lands was not above
speculating in Mohawk territory - witness his petition to the
Lt.: governor to be excluded from the laws of 1762 in the
volume IV, p. 58&3S8, of the Sir William Johnson Papers,
Albany 1925. The land: was a "gift" of 10,000 acres, but he
gave them 1200 dollars anyway)

t h e Mohawks'were not completely content to restrict
their appeals along administrative lines. The English had
deliberately permitted the Palatines to settle at a con-
siderable distance from Albany to provide isolation against
French attack. Irt 1757, the Palatines proved the astuteness
of the British plan when they bore the force of a combined
Kanawaken Mohawk -French military attack. Forty Palatine
Germans were killed with 150 taken prisoner and the farms
laid waste. The Oneidas had attempted to warn the Palatines
about the attack but were not believed; ** This raid was but a
small consolation to the French, who would lose Canada at
the Treaty of Paris in 1763, The Palatines are now seemingly
free from the fear of invasion.

The following decade witnessed the birth of the American
Revolution. Caused in part by the British law against the
trespass or sale of native lands west of the Alleghanies, the
Americans cast off London's authority and armed
themselves. The confederacy was adamantly neutral in the
beginning but found its position ever more precarious. The
British Indian agent, Guy Johnson, used his extensive in-
fluences to sway the Confederacy to the Crown while.the
rebels hoped for a general Iroquois neutrality.

A meeting was held between the Confederate represent
tatives and the Americans in August of 1775. At that time, the
Confederacy pledged its neutrality, that it would not in-
terfere in this intra family war. In return, the Americans were
supposed to bring about a solution to the pressing land
disputes.26 The failure of the Americans to provide an ade-
quate resolution to the territorial grievances was a primary
cause for the Six Nations to throw their lot with the British.
Although the' Confederacy never as a body declared war, in-
dividuals within the respective nations were free to engage
in hostilities.

The peace sought particularly by the Mohawks was
evasive. In January of 1776, the Americans sent an army to
the valley in order to substantiate rumours that Sir John
Johnson, the son of William, a cache of arms on his estate
and was preparing to organize resistance amongst those
valley residents loyal to the Crown. The Americans, led by
Philip Schuyler, tried to avoid a confrontation with the re-
maining Mohawks but were upbraided for their breach of
Mohawk neutrality. Sir John Johnson would later flee to

I ̂ Canada, accompanied by most of the remaining Mohawks.
* In light of the American invasion, the constant pressure on

Mohawk lands by white settlers and the refusal of the col-
onials to offer a feasible solution to territorial disputes plus
the Mohawk perception that their best chances for survival
lay with the Crown, it is riot surprising that as a whole, they
would fight for the British. '

The Revolutionary War was a civil one. Neighbors and
families were divided in loyalties as in the instance of the
rebel General Nicholas Herkirrier whose brother Jon was an
ardent loyalist. The Mohawk -British - Tormay forces would
invade their former homes in raids noted for their cruelty
and great destruction to property. The final breech between
the Mohawks arid their German Palatine neighbors was
reached at the bloody battle at Oriskany. After this American
defeat, under particularly brutal circumstances, would
preclude a Mohawk return to their ancient villages in the
valley. .

Oriskany was fought on August 6, 1777. The combined
forces of British, Iroquois and Palatine Tories set forth from
Ft. Oswego under the command of Barry-St. Leger. The plan
was for this force to subdue Ft. Stanwix held by the rebels
and procede through the valley to join with Burgoyne, then
marching south along Lake Champlain. This army would cut

ALTERNATIVES tQ DRUG USE

To solve the problem of drug use means finding alter-
natives for youthful energy. Sports and athletics.are the most •
promising avenues of channeling pure energy and building
healthy bodies that will tell their minds: "Hey, that stuff
you're putting in me is just no good... we can'.t breathe, we
can't concentrate, we can't remember, so you better; do
something about it or we'll just vegetate."

Remember, it also costs you money, lots of it to maintain
this habit. Money better spent on diet and training. A chronic
drug user can spend f 1,000 yearly on their habits, and pn>
bably more. Alcohol use can be added on to that, so that a
combined habit can reach $1,750 - $2,500 a year on drinks
and smoke. It sure is costly to stay in dreamland, and then
turn around and complain that you have nothing to show for
it except time in jail, wrecked cars, a bad cough, a beet gut,
and lots of "good times" and some you can't remember at
all. •'•][• '••

Running and weightlifting and swimming and joining the
new sports clubs can help you save money, build up your
endurance and start a healthy life. ;

•'Technology can save you; if you have the ambition to
understand solar and wind generated power,. You can build
self-sufficiency farming systems that will lower your elec-
tricity bills and give youlots of fresh food all year round, but
•you must work at it and not drain yourself by outside
pressures, t h e s e systems would need your constant
maintenance to work properly and give you a good return
on your labor. ' '

'•• LOok to your own home and its' construction by using the
best and most energy efficient systems available to you.
Stopping drug and alcohol use can BUY you a woodburner
of a regular fuel furnace or install a greenhouse. If you need a
social fix, it's up to you, and beer and hot weather seem to
go together, in most peoples minds, but indulgence and
discipline should be balanced. . •
• Music and art can help you, and professionals know that
drug use can hurt their discipline, even though people say
drugs helps them "create". These moods are never consisr
tent and they keep you on an emotional roller-coaster.with
the end result being; "I'm stuck, I need a break." Disap-

pointment and lack of sales or work also leads to this moody
development and hang-ups. If this kind of work and pleasure
from work appeals to you, then you must make sacrifices to
enjoy your own creativity and not be dependent on mood
stimulators. Should you start to sell, then you must deal with
your income, AND NOT GO BACK TO YOUR OLD HABITS.
It wasn't the drugs that sold your work, but your own
energy and determination. - .

There's erioUgh money for a little escapism, but not
enough for real work and real needs. You can't depend on
assistance for all your needs and habits. Staying hung-up and
poor only serves to encourage outside influences and in-
terests in creeping in on Indian lands and rights, if people
just do not icare and stay dependent. The Tribal Councils
should be bringing in economic solutions that are beneficial
to land and people and not bound up in miles of red-tape.
Wemust teach ourselves a real work ethic and not borrow
the attitudes of workers elsewhere, or the big business types
that thrive on divided and dependent people.

There is no such thing as
easy money, or the easy life.
There is always the Initial
cost, the hidden human cost,
somewhere down the line.

— AlexJ.

the colonies in two, thereby facilitating pacification. St.
Leger failed to secure the immediate surrender of Ft. Stan-
wix. He had with him about 500 Iroquois men, over half of
whom were Mohawk. St. Leger had induced the Iroquois to
join with him by maintaining his army would meet with little
resistance, with ho actual fighting to be done by the Iro-
quois.

He discovered that the American commander of the fort,
Colonel Peter Ganesvoort, was by no means ready to sur-
render without a fight. The British laid siege Before the gar-
rison could be subdued into surrender, word came of a large
relief force corning tO aid the fprt from the valley. This army
of 800, led by Nicholas Herkimer (a Palatine) was composed
almost entirely of German Palatines. St. Leger agreed to an
Iroquois plan to ambush Herkimer. His force of 1,400 was
split, with the 600 Iroquois plus 50 mainly Palatine Tories
sent to intercept Herkimer. Herkimer was not without Iro-
quois assistance, in his command he had 60 Oneidas.27

t h e Americans marched to their deaths completely blind
to the presence pf the Confederate forces on their wings.
The battle began in mid-morning, with the firing interrupted
temporarily by a deluge of rain. Herkimer's force was caught
and slaughtered from three sides. With no cover but for
trees, the Americans attempted to rally, but the Iroquois
launched charges from the hills to completely break up the
rebel command. Herkimer himself was mortally wounded,
as were most of his officers. .

The two armies fought with guns, clubs, axes, knives. The
Iroquois were efficient in this type of combat while the
rebels were farmers long insulated from war. The fighting
lasted the day, with the Americans being saved from com-
plete annihilation by the Iroquois retreat because of an at-
tack at their rear by the men at Ft. Stanwix. The losses to the
Americans amounted to 500 killed, wounded or taken
prisoner. The Iroquois lost 33 killed and 29 wounded, half of
whom were Seneca. The Tories lost seven men.28

The Mohawks had taken their revenge at the long years of
territorial disposition. The complete failure of the Americans
to provide a solution to the loss of Mohawk lands lent
greater fury to the fighting at Oriskany. In almost every in-
stance, the dead or wounded American was a resident of an-
cient Mohawk territory and had to be viewed in that bitter
time as a factor in the loss of the native homes. The heinous
spirit present at the first meeting of Germans and Mohawks
during the winter of 1712 died during the decades of
Mohawk land losses and was left, as were the bodies of the
Americans, to decay on a blood stained field.
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THE SACRED

AND

THE

PROFANE
The North American Pipe is the symbol of the Indian's

sacred pact with the Creator and all of Creation.
The corruption of our values and the sacredncss of crea-

tion is at the root of tobacco misuse and high rates of lung
cancer in the civilized world.

It. may be our revenge, but we must also look at all such
corrupted values and see that we are not also exposing
ourselves to such passing trends of other cultures that
misinterpret our ways and sec only their motives in the use
of our customs. . . •

Any rationale for using drugs today should not be based
on the use of pur ancestors sacred pipes and the herbs they
used for meditative contemplation of the universe and
sacred communion with the creation.

The pipe is a symbol of unity within creation, ami the
message of tradition is in the smoke, the plants and herbs are
the guides and reminders. Do not debase sacredness by com-
mon and toxic use of tobacco and drug smoking. .


