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PALATINE—MOHAWK
RELATIONS

By Kanentiio
Doug George

The history of Mohawk-German relations began in a land
of blood and grief. The Germans came to. America as,

refugees from a fractionalized confederation called the Holy
Roman Empire which was in reality a series of innumerable
sovereign principalities whose, administration was jealously
controlled by an inbreeding nobility, the Mohawks were
one of five nations in the Hotinosionni Confederacy, a native
American political body that incorporated the foreign and..
military affairs of indistinct indigenous states into a cohesive,
single front. While the Germans were plagued by a disunity.
lending itself to manipulations by larger European powers,
the Mohawks found within their confederacy the means, to.
power far greater than their few numbers would have other-
wise permitted. These two people would meet at the height
of Mohawk power and amidst the depths of Palatine despair.

The area known as the Palatine is presently located in the
south western part of Germany. It is divided into two sec-
tions the upper or Bavarian province and the lower pro-
vince called the Pfalz. Contemporary atlases identify the
district as either the Rhineland Palantine or the Rhineland
Pfalz. It is primarily an industrial area but is also noted for its
storybook castles, ancient villages and narrow street towns.
The Palatine counts as its urban areas the cities of Worms,
Mannheim, Meidleberg. Spires, Phillipsburg, Oppenheim
and Mainz.1

The Palatine as a distinct geographical area.was identified
as such by the twelfth century. The name Palatine came from .,
the French Merovian line of kings who appointed judicial of-
ficers called palatii. At one time the French monarch granted
a court favorite judicial power on a certain estate along with
the title of Count Palatine. The estate was located near the
Rhine river with the name Palatine gradually growing to em-
compass the present region.2

The province was prosperous in its many cities and toWrisv
The religions of the seventeeth century in Europe between,
Catholics and Protestants did not scar the Palatine since'its.
rulers were generally tolerant of faith though firmly
Lutheran by practice. While generally free from religious
prosecutions, the Palatines suffered in other areas. The area
was much coveted by the European nations because of its
fertility and its strategic location as. a direct route into the
heart of the continent. '.••''.•"•

It weathered repeated invasions by French, German a n d
Austrian armies th roughout the centur ies but fiot unti l the
great devastat ions of Louis XIV of France d id its peop le con-
sider leaving. Louis was a particularly avaricious man, conr
tinually in pursuit of wealth and p o w e r even w h e n France
was predominant in Europe. His ambit ions inc luded expan-
sion of France's borders east to the Rhine wh ich w o u l d Have
included contro l of the Palatine which had long.been an in-
dependant state within the Holy Roman Empire. Louis caus-

ed a great war in 1688 to secure the Rhinejand'but was op-
posed by the Grand Alliance of Germany, England; .Holland
and Austria. The French armies raped the Palatine, looting
what could be carried away and burning the.rest. Entire
communities were put to the flames resulting in thousands
of civilian deaths and the creation of masses of starving
refugees. ; • ' . • • ; . • ' • • ' • • . / " , ; \ ' ' , \ ' - • "•'• .,

The Grand Alliance was able, to contain Louis sit great cost
but the peace was violated by France four years later in the
war of the Spanish Succession. Louis sought to unite the
thrones of France and Spain in a grand scheme to dominate
not only Europe but a fair portion of the Americas. He was .
again opposed by the Alliance with victory for them achiev-
ed only after 2.1 years of intense warfare. The Palatines bore
the particular wrath of the French without constant inva-
sions, pillagings and destruction of the* provinces * finest
cities. Picturesque ruins of towns and castles along the Rhine
stand today as mute testimony to the fury of the French.
' Tile Palatines were also subject to crippling taxes as the .
citizens were required to pay for the war. Added to their
pitiful lot was the scourge of a number of bad harvests, a ter-
rible winter in 1708-9 (during which the sea itself froze) and
the religous conflicts between a Lutheran populace and its
Catholic ruler. During that time in Europe, popular
assemblies were of little role with the noble classes exercis-
ing wide: discretions in economic and political privilege.
John Williams, a Catholic, inherited the Palatine in 1690. He

.-; did not, as Louis XIV would do, outwardly prosecute Pro-
testants since they were the majority but he did seek to
enhance the role Qf Catholicism in the Palatine.

The Palatines grew in despair at the same time as the
• English were beginning efforts in the Rhineland to en-
courage emigration to the colonies in America. Agents of the
large land owners in America were sent to Germany to
recruit settlers. A series of positive reports about the poten-
tial of the New World in the form of books 'and pamphlets
were distributed throughout the Palatine. The possibilities of
securing land and wealth were held as far more probable in
turmoil free America than in war torn Europe. Pennsylvania
tri; particular was used as an example of the easy prosperity

": available in the colonies.3

The Palatines responded quickly and in large numbers.
The first mass exodus began in 1707 when a shiplaod of Ger-

:'• man refugees reached New York. Other groups left in 1700:

and 1709, with the final number of Palatine refugees
; estimated to be 13,000. The second and third waves did not

go directly to America but were diverted to England where
they were temporarily settled in tents near London at two
camps called Camberwell and Blackheath.4 The British
government ihitally welcomed the Palatines but was soon
hard pressed to pay for their support. The Palatines wanted
to emigrate to the colonies since they believed the promises
of prosperity as sprejyi by the English land agents. The
British government hestiated at committing itself to under-

; writing the expensive trans-Atlantic crossing and instead :
considered alternatives, such as settling the Germans in the
north of England or in Ireland. A group was in fact relocated
in the country of Limerick in western Ireland but the main
body insisted upon America. The government conceded

\their wishes and they embarked for New York in two stages;
August of l709and in January of 171O,5

The British government had a plan tp retrieve its ex>
penses. Through it royal governor of New York, Roberk

: Hunter, plans were made to put the Palatines to work pro-
curring supplies for the Royal Navy,: in particular, lumber
and tar, Hunter had initially chosen the Schoharie Valley in
Mohawk territory as the location for the naval stores in-
dustry but -upon discovering that Schoharie lacked the
necessary type of tree, he decided upon a site south of
Albany of the Hudson River. The Palatines had relied upon
Schoharie as the promised land and were well dismayed to
find, themselves deposited upon the rocky shores of the cen-
tral Hudson. Their perilous five month crossing of the Atlan-
tic had gained them no freedom but the right to continue to
suffer collectively.6 ;
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, On a recent visit to Akwesasne, I toured your extraor-
dinary tribal museum with Salli, Darrell, Ron and all the
other nice people who work there. A photograph on the
right side of the niuseum triggered an immediate reaction
from me, a historian by occupation. The photograph shows
Ernie Benedict and LuLu Stillman in the 1940's at an Indian
Defense League Border Crossing commemorating the Jay
treaty. Importantly, under the photograph is a copy of the
Everett Commission Report, preparedby Assemblyman Ed-
ward Everett of Potsdam and Mrs. Stillman, his clerk-
researcher-stenographer,, in 1922, After speaking to several
ypung people at Akwesasne, I realized that some had little
awareness of Mrs. Stillman and her activitieson behalf of Iro-
quois peoples. Consequently, I decided to write this brief
tribute.

Mrs. Stillman, who lived and worked in Troy for much of
her life, in her roie on the Everett Commission, became in-
terested in Iroquois history, especially the subject of treaty
rights violations by the non-Indian world. In August, 1920,
the Everett Commission, a New York State Asembly commit-
tee formed in 1919 to examine "the history, the affairs and
transactions made by the people of the state of New York
with the Indian tribes residing in said state of New York"
began to hold, hearings, After nineteen months of study
which included on-site inspections of Iroquois reservations
and discussions with Iroquois leaders, Chairman Everett
issued a report in 1922, that largely reflected his opinion and
that of Mrs. Stillman, The report concluded that the Iroquois
as Six Nations were legally entitled to six million acres of
New York State, haying been illegally dispossessed of their

tide after the Treaty of Fort Stanwix in 1734. The report,
which was largely buried, was never accepted by either the
full commission, the New York State Assembly or the Goverj
nor, reinforcing the Indians' beliefs that the state had much
to hide about its past negotiations with the Iroquois.

For the next half-century, Mrs. Stillman became the most
out-spoken non-Indian advocate of Iroquois treaty rights, At
the personal cost of her job at RPI, her finances, and her
physical well-being, she dedicated her life to this issue and to
the people of Akwesasne and Tuscarora. Although at times
she appeared to outsiders as being fanatical in her activities,
she presented the case for the Iroquois, as evidenced by her
constant letters, petitions, memorials, etc. In the National Ar-
chives and United States Presidential Libraries. Loaded with
law books, legal materials and archival documents under her
arms, she frequently made her way to Akwesasne, and
Tuscarora,Jto consult with the people about such important
subjects as; land claims-, the Selective Service Act of 1940;
the Iroquois fight against die Indian Reorganization Act of
1934; New York State efforts to assume "jurisdiction" over
the Iroquois in 1948 and 1950; and the crisis caused by the
New York State Power Authority projects, including Niagara
power development and the St. Lawrence Seaway. Usually
tied to the defense of traditional people's interests, it is clear
from her persistence and her correspondence that she was
working on behalf of all Mohawks throughout her life. She
frequently suggested that New York State and/or the United
States stop passing new Indian legislation and start carrying
out its treaty responsibilities to Indian Nations.

The Akwesasne Museum is getting very close to its goal to
purchase the 100 year old dugout canoe. We only owe
$600.00 towards its purchase. All donations are accepted at
the Akwesasne Museum, Rte. 37, Hogansburg, New York
13655. (518) 358-2240.

. Photo - Courtesy of A^ivesasne Museum

Ernie Benedict and LuLu Stillman at an Indian Defense League Border
Crossing commemorating the Jay Treaty. (Photo taken during the 1940's)
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...is ~~a community paper serving Akwesasne,
Mohawk people and eventually all Iroquois com-
munities.
Our editorial policy is this: -
WE HAVE NONE. We plan on reporting news and
information from all sides and view points to pro-
perly represent all people of Akwesasne. You can
help us by presenting us with the facts, nothing but
the facts. We will print the editorials or letters of
people who wish to comment on community
issues, as long as these articles are not inflam-
matory, or hateful. If someone insists on putting.
their feet in their mouth, we may help them by
printing their words. Otherwise, look on INDIAN
TIME as a community service. We can disagree on
principle and agree to disagree in general, but we
have to live together and we face the same pro-
blems. So INDIAN TIME is here, to inform you,
possibly entertain you, and help your group or
family, and to pay respect to community people.

Niawen-kqwa!
INDIAN TIME is published on a bi-monthly basis

(every two weeks) by Akwesasne Notes. Deadline
for copy submissions is Wednesday at 4 P.M. dur-
ing the week we go to press. Closing date for adver^
tisements is Thursday, 12 noon during press week.
Custom ad. design available for a minimum of
$10.00 on business card size ads and 10 % in.addi-
tion to the price on other ad sizes.
INDIAN TIME IS PRINTED EVERY TWO
WEEKS

ALL INQUIRIES:
Phone: (518) 358-9531 or 358-9535

Office: Akwesasne Notes, Racquette Road ^

INDIAN TIME STAFF...OR THE
TIMEKEEPERS:

Mark r blzniz
VRosie - office

E>yan - reporter/photographer
Debbie - typesetting

'.'-•' D^nny -reporter/editor
.•••''' / A l e x ; - art & poetry ,

Marianne - production specialist
',., ;'; , ' \.PJU> advertising , ,
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Violent people raise money to.sell drugs to finance arms
buying, and governments go along witfi the lucrative trade
either in direct collusion or by raking bribes to keep doings
nothing. If newcomers step into the turf of approved smug-
glers, then these "unprotected" dealers are harassed to keep
the market closed to "approved" people, and generating
publicity that, "YES, we\are doing something about it." The
little fish get caught, the big ones get away. While the U.S.
puts up a good front of trying to stop this criminal element
from infecting their society, the nature of the arms business
means that violent groups who use the arms and weapons
must get the hard cash, and mostly they seem very willing to
smuggle drugs to raise the cashy or by robbing banks or kid-
napping people, Their ends, justify the means. As long as
weapons are being made and exported, people will sell
drugs to get the arms. Repressive military governments have
a hard enough time pacifying their people, and many refuse
to sto^ the drug crackdown as the people have been in this
trade of marijuana, coca, poppy growing for generations. It
is the displacement of traditional agricultural foodcrops by
cash crpps that have lead irtoireprimitive farmers to switch to
this illicit and profitable trade. They just grow it, and leave
the dealing to those with arms and bribe money and good,
high level contacts.

Traditionally such drugs were not used as upper class
romantic notions or lower class escapism. They had value
among jso-called primitive peoplefor fighting fatigue while
working in the mountainous fields, of as disinfectants or

^ f o r t r a n q u i l i z i r i g effects, as well as ritual

the proper cultural background, Western civilization has on-
ly itself to blame for their cancer rates. Ignorance and greed
maintain the ratê  Media spreads it; popular culture accepts
i t . • ' • • • • . • • . : . " • • : • ' y - • : • . ' • : • -

t t\

o n s t ^ p ^ p ^ ^ ^ ^
It is popular culture and media that have insinuated drug

use into all so-calle&civijlzed societies in the world There is
nothing wrong with alcohol and tobacco use in this country.
They are wealthy and powerful industries Tobacco is a
classic case of one culture mishandling the use of a natural
plant and other cultural \jirtifects through sheer ignorance
and profit rootiye. Tobacco was considered in a meditative
rltuaj context, and was not used profenely; it was more a
sacred demerit amon$£»ny other sacred elements. Western
civitiaatiqii omjfeP^ » "fttffc ffi* *'• me spread without

'Marijuana use among cbild-
cartying women cdn cause similar
defects as JFAS does. Babies can be
byper, bigb-strung, and very sensitive
to noise and* emotional for no ap-
parent reason,'*

Marijuana use among child-carrying women can cause
similar defects as FAS does. Babies can be hyper, high-
strung, and very sensitive to nojse and emotional for no ap-
parent reason. Chronic use of the drug leads to defects and
mental retardation and babies can be born addicted, having
withdrawal symptoms just like FAS babies. It is during the
first months, when vital organs are-being developed that
babies are most prone to permanent damage. Education
must start before conception. It is our society that must be
held responsible; to educate our young is the first priority

The rebellious nature and' the acceptance of criminal
elements are not a signs that society is being taken over by
conspiracy and is starting to deteriorate. They are not warn-
ings, not symptoms, but a disease itself. Society, as we know
it, has been deteriorating, and is in need of repair. The
motives that compel popular culture and all class-level
escapist notions are based in the profit-motive of uncaring,
greedy corporate business; an all pervasive media that

' overloads you with too much information and not enough
research. People in power condemn otters without cleaning
their own backyard. You, by your inaction, support them,
and let their addicted ways of wasting the earth to give us a
"better life" through chemicals and fantaskft, continue. A
computerized, robotized culture promise less work and
more time to indulge in notions that keep you pacified'and
comfortable without realizing the human and earthly costs
of consumerism. , '://.':
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