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INDIAN TIME

Archaeology
and
Akwesasne
By Doug George
Archaeology is the intellectual discipline that collects,

classifies and analyzes the -material remains of human
history. It incorporates the sciences of geology, botany, anv
thropology and zoology in an attempt to derive information
about specific socieities through the systematic interpreta-
tion of artifacts. In cultural regions where no written records
exist, knowledge of that people beyond the recollections of
oral history is derived almost exclusively from archaeology.
This is the situation in pre-Columbia North America where
much of the history of the aboriginal societies has been
derived from secondary sources such as missionary records,
explorer journals or raw colonial government data. Ar-
chaeology in its ideal sense attempts to reach an objective
perspective using unbiased but limited sources. '•""

Archaeological work in New York State has provided ex-
tensive insights into the pre-Columbian culture of the
regions indigenous peoples. The attempt to reconstruct a
given native culture through archaeological means is of
course restricted to examination of artifacts with the result
that ultimate definitions of a society must be approximate
hypothetical. Nonetheless reasonable assumptions can be
made from fragmentary data. With the arrival of new
technologies such as William Libby's Carbon 4 4 method (irt
which the rate of decay of carbon 14 present.in all living and
dead organisms can be measured for up to 60,000 years in
the past. Carbon 14 is nitrogen bombarded by the sun and
changed to carbon dioxide by plants which is in turn inr
gested by the entire chain of animals) be archaeologists have .
estimated potential human presence in the state area to have
first occurred 12,000 years ago.1

The first signs of human occupation in the state area is
vague due to the lack of solid, extensive remains other than
the casual arrow or spear head. The lack of substantial ar-
tifacts associated with a sedentary culture is indication itself
of the mobile nature of the first inhabitants; they were a peo-
ple who found the region provided ample food (resources \
through hunting. Utensils were either wood or constructed
froin animal remains which are subject to rapid decay which
would partially account for the few tool finds. The first
humans would have migrated from the southeast, where
some of the earliest evidence of human presence in North
America is found. The hard archaeological data substantiates
the Hotinosionni oral history recollectins which tell of an
eastward trek by a group of wanderers who would much
later become the respective elements of the Six Nations Con-
federacy. In the beginning there would have been small
bands clustered around the rich river and lake shores. Earlier
human occupation would have been precluded by the
presence of a massive glacier covering the continent's north-
east during the last Ice Age. , : , '

The isolated clans of migrant hunters were generally sup-
planted by peoples who practiced a small scale plant cultiva-
tion. The process of transition took' long generations to
achieve a weak presence in a land that provided food almost
at the asking. The waters were rich with fish, large herds of
wapiti, deer and caribou roamed the land which vibrated to
the running houves of the buffalo and the massive wodiy
mammouth. The long centuries of the first era of human life
in the region is called the Paleo-Indian and is marked as men-
tioned by characteristic hunting projectiles with a time of
10,000 to 4500 B.C. . '••*"•;'

The Archaic phase is da ted from 4500 B.C. to 1300 B.C. It
assumes a particular identity through positive identifying
elements such as copper tools, distinct projectiles, unique
burial practices and the beginnings of pottery.2 There is
evidence to indicate that the humans of this era were
organizing into more complex societies. The Archaic era saw
human adaptation to the northest with such complete in-
tegration as to need no further technological innovations. It
is observed that the lifestyle of complete mobility without
agriculture existed into modern times amongst the native
hunters of Quebec and Labrador. Rarely has any human
society so well weathered the alien pressures of earth:
rescmrce exploitation beyond necessity, • . :

present in Akwesasne has bejeh del
have occurred during the Archaic rxriod. ProjectUe points
were found on Thompson's Island in the St. Lawrence bet-
ween 1956 and 1961 by George Gogo. The points'.were-
found within 30 feet of the shoreline buried beneath foiir to
twelve inches of earth. The time at which the Island was in-
habited can be roughly estimated as late Archaic-early
Woodland since fragments of pottery were abb found. The
Archaic era cultures did not begin to fire pottery until its
final phase yet one source observed that the projectiles bore
characteristics of the Paleo-Indian period which Would imp-
ly a far greater antiquity perhaps as early as 4500 B.C.

The time span incorporating the greatest transition in
native cultures is labelled the Woodland stage dating from
1000 B.C to 1600 A.p. During this time, native societies
developed extensive agricultural technologies marked by
the cultivation of tobacco, the growth in cultural complexity
marked by intensive burial rituals, greater concentration on
body ornaments and the extensive use of pottery. The
typical lifestyle for native people in the state region was
characterized by villages supported by surrounding fields of
corn but with extensive hunting for meat.

Communities were secured by pallisades protecting rows
of elm bark longhouses. Oral tradition holds that it was at
this time that the Iroquoian peoples grew to become the
distinct nations of Mohawks, Oneidas, Cayugas, Senecas and
the south dwelling Tuscaroras. With the split of the former
homogenous Iroquois group came a time of isolation,
hostility and a general defiency in self discipline. Crime, im-
morality and greed were said to be the character of the
t i m e s . •;• '•"•" '•' ' • • : •••• • ' .-; . ' •' '•. .•

DOttoms. Thietr burial sites were
communal with evidence of substantial wealth. Burial
mounds were constructed, some of which are located within
the Akwesasne territory. There are four definate locations of
such mounds wf varying antiquity but all predate the general-
ly aciqepted dat«> of 1755 as Akwesasne's founding.? The
mounds were opened in 1818 with a noted good preserva-
tion of the uppe* fc?el of bones and a decided "charring" of
the lower level remains. The villages here were generally far-
ther from the riycr banks than would have been thought,
given the richness ofithe river bottom lands.6

FOOTNOTES:
1 . R i t c h i e , p . 1 3 . ' • - • ; • ' • ' • • • • • • • . • • • " • 4 . . • ' ' / " • • •'
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3 Ritchie, p. 241-249 ;.

5. Arthur C. Parker, "Tbe ARcbaeologicai History of Nmv ify*. "N.Y. S**r
Museum Bulletin #237-38, Oct. 1920, p . 557. - _ ( ' . .
6. WUIiam Beauchamp, •Aboriginal Occupation of New York , New Yont

vState Museum Bulletin, # Volume 7, Feb. 1900, p. 67.
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The archaeological evidence suggests a prosperous people
using tools of copper indicating the presence of an extensive
inter-waterway trade system throughout the north-east. Sea
shell ornaments and wampum beads were bartered for with
title nations of the coast, with some coming from as far away
as Florida. The archaeologists excavating burial sites found
the physical appearance of the inhabitants to be different
than that of the Archaic hunters. The skeletal remains show a

.people of light body weight, oval heads with narrow faces
and long heads. The males stood a few inches under six foot,
substantially taller than the heavy set, shorter Archaic inhabi-
tant-; The cause for the slimness and growth of the natives is
evidence of increased immigration into the area as well as
enhanced nutrition through plant cultivation.*

The northern New York area has been sparsely populated
throughout the length:of human occupation. Prior to the in-
flux of distinct Iroquoian peoples, a culture referred to as
Laurentian has established small settlements and lent their ef-
forts to characteristic weapons, tools and bone implements:
The Laurentians concentrated at rivers, valleys and along
lakeshores from Lake Huron to Quebec. The remiriants of •
these people have left strong tracts in the Alkonquin family.;

The arrival of the Iroquois into the region was riot in a
single dramatic entrance but rather occurred over a period of
years. Oral history says the journey began in the southwest'
with temporary settlements at the junction of the Missouri
and Mississippi rivers. The scattering of Iroquoian peoples in
the east is accounted for in the oral history, there being splits
ittth^ main body as it preceded north eastwards. Hurons, "
Cherokees, Susquehannas and others were the culmination
of these small bands historical development.

- The process of migration did not witness the arrival of a
set Iroquoian culture. The generations of people moving up
the St. Lawrence river and the back to a permanent location' .
near Oswego, New York metemorphasized slowly into the
society known as Iroquois and then again many more
generations passed before the founding of the Six Nations
Confederacy, believed to have happened long before Col-
umbus stumbled upon the sandy beaches of San Salvador..
These people located their Villages some distance from large
bodies of water. They also fortified their villages with
longhouses up to 128 feet in length.4

{'Theirs was a mixed economy subsisting in corn, fish and
Wild game. They made highly artistic pipes with the face ef-
figies and pots with the distinct Iroquois design of rec-

Paul Ortega in Concert, Friday, July 29th at Hosmer
Hall, SUNY Potsdam, N.Y. Showtime is 8:00 p.m. Tickets

' • . ' . available at the Akwesasne Museum. $4.00 per person.
The Akwesasne Museum is getting very close to its goal to • -''.'....'.•

purchase the 100 yegr old dugout canoe. We only owe • • • • • * » » » * » * » « » * * * « « ^ L S O • • • • • • • • « • • • • • • • • • • • •
$600.00 towards its purchase. All donations are accepted at . ; „
the Akwesasne Museum, Rte. 37, Hogansburg, New York An exhibit of four (4) Native Artists continues in the
13655.(518)358-2240. Akwesasne Library until September.
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This photograph was taken at Jacque Suzanne's Camp

p t ^Preston Yukon.
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right: Gordon Delormier Roy Tarbell Joe
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INDIAN TIME
...is a community paper~ serving Akwesasne,
Mohawk people and eventually all Iroquois com-
munities. __
Our editorial policy is this:
WE HAVE NONE. We plan onTeporting jiews and
information from all sides and view points to pro-
perly represent all people of Akwesasne. You can
help us by presenting us with the facts, nothing but
the facts. We will print the editorials or letters of
people who wish to comment on community
issues, as long as these articles arc not inflam-
matory, or hateful. If someone insists on putting
their feet in their mouth, we may help them by
printing their words. Otherwise, look on INDIAN
TIME as a community service. We can disagree on
principle and agree to disagree in general, but we
have to live together and we face the same pro-
blems. So INDIAN TIME is here, to inform you,
possibly entertain you, and'help your group or
family, and to pay respect to community people.

Niawen-kowa!

INDIAN TIME is published on a bi-monthly basis
levery two weeks) by Akwesasne Notes. Deadline
for copy submissions is Wednesday at 4 P.M.idur-
ing the week we go to press. Closing date for adver-
tisements is Thursday, 12 noon during press week.
Custom ad design available for a minimum of
$10.00 on business card size ads and 10 % in addi-
tion to the price on other ad sizes.

INDIAN TIME IS PRINTED EVERY TWO
WEEKS

ALL INQUIRIES*
Phone: (518) 358-9531 or 358-9535, >

Office: Akwesasne Notes, Racquette Road

INDIAN TIME STAFF-.OR THE TIMEKEEPERS:

I;M a r k . , . . . , . ; . . . i . . . . ..,".'.*... .'.•/ .bizniz
Rosie:,.;,;>. • • . • * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . office
Dyarr ..... v . . . . . ' • . . . . . . . . . .reporter/photographer 1
Pebbtev. .'•. '.?, • • - / • • • . . • • • •• ; typesetting I

Pat - advertising
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* ""AD V E R T I $ IN G. * * : {"•
INDIAN TIME WILL CARRY ADVERTISING FROM |
ANY GROUP, BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL THAT |
WISHES TO REACH THE COMMUNITY OF |

Danny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ; . . . . .7 . . . .reporter/editor
Alex ; J V i . , . , . . / . / . . . . . . . .:.. . . . • .ar t&poetry
Ahgie . . ; . . . . . . . » . . ; v . • • • • layout

. ; . , ; . . . . . . , : - reporter

INDIAN LEAGUE OF THE AMERICAS
I N C . . / . . . "•• . ' , . . ; ' . •..-• •'• . -

FOUNDED MAY 19, 1956

18th Annual August Pow Wow For 1983
on Indian Land in Barryville, N.Y.

Featuring "Chief Bright Canoe ana" Ben Massey"

• ' • 'TRIBAL DANCES, ARTS AND CRAFTS

AKWESASNE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO
REFUSE ANY ADS OR PRODUCTS THAT ARE
BLATANTLY HARMFUL TO THE WELFARE OF
THE PEOPLE IN GENERAL.
CONTACT PAT THOMAS ($18) 358-9531 OR
358-9555 FOftRATBS.

; Winchcfter Print, Winchester, Ontario
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POW WOW PATESt Saturday August 13th, Sunday August
' 1 4 t h ; . . ' ' . . - • • . • ' • ' • •' ••••'.•• . ' • ' - . . ' ' . '••. •

SHOWTIME: Saturday 2 PM, 4PM & 7 PM, Sunday 1 PM & 4
P M . . . • . - . ' . • . - : • - - • • : . ' ' . • • " . .

Admission: Adults 12.50 Children II.00

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING ' GROUP ADMISSION RATES AVAILABLE *
CAMPSITES ARE AVAILABLE FORA NOMINAL FEE * SELLERS BY INVITA-
TION ONLY • REFRESHMENTS AND FOOD ARB AVAILABLE ' NO
ALCOHOL OR DRIJGS ALLOWED • ALL DOGS MOST BE ON A LEASH

THS INDIAN LBAGVX OF THB AMBRICAS
The Indian League of tbe Americas is dedicated to tbe preservation of
American Indian Culture, to,aid and assist Indian Children through
Scbolarhsips and through public exhibitions— POWWOWS — bring forth
a reminder of the first Americans. OUT League is composed of a cross sec-
tion of working people prepresenting most phasesrof Industry and.Com-
merce — all dedicated to tbe cause of the Indian. Then is under develop-
ment in Barryville, New York 20 acres of land tHat was donated to tbe In-
dian league by Mr. Ward'Br6iim,plBarrjfvm, New York. We have been

. carving out of this land a place for an Indian Cultural Center that will be
in a natural setting. Hopefully, with your help and tbe help of the Great
Spirit, our mission and purpose will be accomplished so that tbe History of
Early America wUt be preserved for future generations.

POWWOW
INFORMATION
14th ANNUAL UNITED
TRIBES INTERNATIONAL
POWWOW

September 9th, 10th & l ith 1983

2 Miles South pf Bismarck, North Dakota on Airport Road.

REGISTRATION
Opens: Friday 1:00 pm
Closes: Saturday 12-.0Q p m
r No Phone Calls
* No Exceptions :

ADMISSION BUTTONS
$4.00 Per Individual .,•
(Buttons good for all 3 Days) •••'
Children 6 yrs. and Under FRBB

'EVERYONE WELCOME

fimTHHR INFORMATION MGAW>ING OUR POW WOW OR
ILOTA, PUtAJC CAlXi
IN NEW YORK: , THE NEW ENGLAND AREA
Mr.BobOBler . Mr.BenKttuey
fcO. Box 183-Btdred, New York ' tl6 Andrews RoacJ-Wolcoa, Conn.
t9U) ?57-8874or (205)879-1979
Mrs, Evelyn Hlckman (212) UJ-3-9620
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