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States and Canada, I sometimes take a gamble and make a
blind buy: As \ result, half of my record
Space and collects dust in my study. It isn't because
music; it's because my standards are rigid In the
Have wisely invested in recordings by the l%jripp, Man-
daree, Rocky Soy (Haystack Ramblers), Ba^Uaftd*, Bat
tieford ((Greene, Kennedy, & Scalplpck), and CWppewi
(Smith, Bellangers, Cumminghay, & Lelth) Singers. Yet
there are new drum groups to consider. Hence, the reason
f o r t h i s r e v i e w . ':"./ v \ ' " / . V . •,• • •-'"..'; •• :•

I find no fault with these recent recordings-1 cannot com-
plain; I have thoroughly enjoyed all the recordings, for we
have incorporated a song or two in our Woodland rcpetoire
from each of these unique and distinguished singing
groups. In a sense, this is the highest compliment one drum
group can give to another. -

; 4 have arranged these recordings according to what I
listen to the most and the least. But keep in mine that simply
because the Omak and Fraser Valley tapes are the last two
doesn't mean they are inferior recordings. I may not listen
tp them with much frequency, but I do use two of their songs
every time I get a chance. In no way should this arrange-
ment disparage any of these drum groups. I have come to
look upon all singers with equal respect because they con-
tribute, in part, to the preservation of tribal culture. More
so, if'they sing in the language of their forefathers. All drum
groups - represented here and those destined to be ••--
deserve our support and encouragement through the
patronization of their efforts. Long live these fine drum

j r o u p s ! . ; ; . ; .'•••• '. :' • ' • • • • " . • •• . ' . ' .; • ' • '

1. Two Medicine Lake Singer, Blackfeet, Montana--GR
, $ 1 7 6 , : ' • : • • • • . . ? : • • • : '• .• ; ' . - • - • • • , • ' • • - . - • ; / / . • ' • ' . - • , ' •

2. Sarcee Broken Knife Singers, Alberta, Canada--CR
9QII CVol. 2. " • '
3- Two Nation Singers(Round Dance), Saskatchewan--

: G R ; 9 O O 5 ' . G ; \--._. \ ••" "•• •:• "."."•. . • • .'/ • ' : / . •• ' : • - ,

4, Oklahoma Round Dance (with English Lyrics))--IS 1002
. • V o l < 2 ' ; ' . . . ' • • . • . - ; • . • • . • - ' " > : ; • • ' : v • • ' . . • • • - ' . • " •

5. Sock Creek Singers, Hunkpapa Sioux, South Dakota--
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When Raymond Holey of Canyon Records honored'my
review request last year by sending twelve recent recordings
of various drum groups, I thought the task of determining
what appeals to me musically, physically, and emotionally
would be a simple matter. I couldn't have been further from
the truth. ... •''.•.;

With plenty of time to scrutinize the factors which have
contributed to my likes and dislikes, I have come to the con-
clusion that although we share' the American Indian or
Native American name, we are still separated by distance,
region, language, history, and culture. Therefore, it is in?
evitable that music will be different from one tribe to.
another. So, rather than assume the critical and objective
view as a judge, I will simply preface with a statement that
there' is no such thing as a "bad" drum group.

In other words, what may be considered by one person in.
the Southwest to be good round dance singing may be con-
trary to another person's opinion in the Northwest. Essen*.
tialiy, both people would be right because they are ac-.
customed to their own particular style of round dance sing-
ing. As a collector of Indian music, ranging from peypte
songs to Navajo riding song, I am fairly comfortable with.
round dance songs from the Mosquito and Red Pheasant
Reserves in Saskatchewan and Taos Pueblo, New Mexico.
The drumming may be different, but the songs are still In-
dian. I appreciate both styles. < . ' . ' .

I have listened to these drum group recordings in the
same manner. The musical qualities I have looked for in
these sections are. ajvocals; b)harmony; c)consistency; and
d)continuity. Being a singer myself with the Woodland-
Drum, as well as being a listener, 1 tend to have more
discriminating demands and needs when I am about to
make an album or cassette tape investment, Unfortunately, *
since I am not familiar with all drum groups in the United

j6. Heart Butte Singers, Blackfeet, Montana--CR 6177 C.
7. Kicking Woman Singers, Blackfeet, Montana-CR 6178

8. Mopi S^riShield Singers of Arizona--CR 6180 C.
9. Denver All Nation Singers, Golorado-NAM 801.
,1Q; Irbnwood Singers, South Dakota-CR 8030 C.
11. Omak Pow Wpw 1980. (Six Drums), Washington--CR
6 1 7 5 - C , ^ ' • -.- • ; • • • • ' ' . • / " • • • . . .' • . ' .•.••• "' .

12, vFraser Valiey-Spotted Lake, British Columbia--CR
9006 Cv _./' , : ; . •' ' - I ' [ • : • " • ; ' ' ' • • : : .

All these recordings can be ordered from Canyon Records,
4143 North Sixteenth Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85016
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