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CONTEMPORARY INDIAN SINGING

L

review requust last year by sending twelve recent recordings

the truth.

contributed to my likes and dislikes, I
clusion that although wé share’ t

ave come to the con-

region, language, history,

there is no such thing as a “‘bad” drum group.

tially,

dian. I appreciate both styles.

A Review of Recent Drum Group Recor dmg’; ' look upon all singers with equal respect because they con-

txibutc in part, to the preservation of- tribal culturc More | . (8
By Ray A. Young Bear X
© Copyright 1983,;;:}"gr0ups - represented here and those destined to be s
_.}'descrve our support and encouragement Ihrough the }
',pattomzation of their- efforts Long llve these ﬂne drum
“groupst: . . 1. &
‘1.7 Two- Medlcme Lake Singer, Blackfeet Montam--CR,
6176 e 1 ..
“-;Z Sarcee Broken Knife Singers,, Alberta, Canada—~CR
_9011 CVol. 2. 7 = L
3. Two . Nation Singers(Round Dance), Saskatchewan-- a
o CR 9005 c. ¥
4, Okiahoma Round Dance (with English Lyrics))--ls 1002
.Vol 2: S
5 Rock Creek Smgers, Hunkpapa Sioux, South Dakota--'
’:'};CR 8032G. . '

When Ravmond Boley of Canyon Records honored I.nyh‘ ;

of various drum groups, 1 thought the task of determinlng,
what appeals to me mustcally, physically, and emotionally"
would be a simple matter. [ couldn’t have been further fromf’

With plenty of time to scrutinize the factors which have s

American Indian ‘or.
Native American name, we are still separated by ‘distance,”
and culture. Therefore,"it is in: -
evitable that music will be different from one. tribe to:-
“another. So, rather than assume the critical and objective -
view as a judge. I will simpl\ preface with a statement that

= o o f.o*

In other words, what may be considered by one petson in
the Southwest to be good round dance singing midy be. con-»-’
trary to another person’s opinion in the Northwest. Essen«, o
both people would be right because they aré ac-. - 11
customed to their own particular style of round dance sing-
ing. As a collector of Indian music, ranging from peyote .-
songs to Navajo riding song, I am fairly comfortable Wlt,h,_,,:19006 C
round dance songs from the Mosquito and Red: Pheasant
Reserves in Saskatchewan and Taos Pueblo, New Mexico.
The drumming mayv be different, but the songs are still In- y

-—-"\03

:j‘6175 G

A_AII tbese recordmgs can be ordered Jfrom Canyon Records
'-',41 43 Nortb .S‘txteentb Street Pboemx ‘Arizona: 8501 6.

I have listened to these drum group recordmgs in thei;,
same manner. The musical qualities I have looked for in © .
-these sections uare: ajvocals; b)harmony; c)consistency; and
d)continuity. Being ua singer myself with the Woodland @ ." ~-
Drum, as well as being a listener, 1 tend to have more -~
discriminating demands and needs when 1 am about to !
make an album or cassette tape investment. Unfortunately, © = -~ © .. - .
since I am not familiar with all drum groups in the United . .- .= "

AL LD ll-I---I--IllIlIllllll-lIl-lllI!lii e

.States znd Canada I someumes take a gambie an mak a
‘blind buy: As'3 result, half of my record colléction
Space and collects dust in my study. It isn’t because of haél
music; its because my standards -are. rlgld In_the past,:

-~ have: wisely invested in.recordings: by:the ‘Fy. - Kipp, Man. g
. “daree; Rocky Boy (Haystack Ramblers), Badlands, ‘Bat-

0 tleford  (Greene,. Kennedy, &
f‘-;*’(Smith Bellangers, Cumminghay, & Lelth) Singer. "
. there are néw drum groups to consldcri Hence, the reason o
o for this review.. ¢ °

2 7-Ifind o fault with thcsc recent recordings Icannotcom s =

- plaing have. thoroughly enjoyed all the recordlngs, for we

* " have incorporated a song or two in our Woodland repetolre : {

. “from -'each ' of ‘these. unique and distinguished singing] *

"'; groups. In a sensc, this is the highest compiiment one drum o

group. €can give to. another, . - 1

w1 have. arranged. these recordings according to what 14

" -listen'to.the most and the least. But keep'in mige that simply | -
" because the Omak and Fraser Valley tapes are the last two | -

..doesn’t mean they are inferior recordings. I may not listen
S ,,fto them with much frequency, but I do use two of their songs .

every: time 1:get a chance. In na way should thls atrange-; :

s Yet,

menc disparage any of these drum groups. 1 havc come 1o

50, if they sing in the language of their forefathers. All drum‘

" Heart Bu;:j Siugers Blackfeet Montana--CR 6177 C.
f‘,:Kicl(ing

~.Hopl Sunshneid Singcrs of Anzona--CR 6180 C

" Denver ‘All Nation Singers, Colorado--NAM 801..

0 ironwood Singers, South Dakota--CR 8030 C. . :
Omak Pow pr 1980 (Six Drums), Washington--CR

12.- Fraser Valley Spotted Lake Brmsh Columbia~-CR

- Scalplock), and Chippewa 4 :

e o ,‘}.Mohawk

oman Singers Blackfeet Montana--CR 6178‘ ’
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