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its founding, growth, and a few of the
individuals who created

The banks of the St. Lawrence at Akwesasne was long a
village site of the Mohawks. The area was rich in animal life,
with herds of caribou, elk and deer moving to arid from the
Adirondacks. Smaller mammals such at otter, muskrat, fac-
coon and beaver made the gray clay shores and large
swamps their home. There were endless schools offish, with
the annual salmon and bullhead runs attracting Mohawk
fishermen from throughout the nation. The land was a rich,
well drained river bottom black receptive to the diverse
crops planted by the Mohawk farmers. The area was noted
for its vast forests of elm, oak, hickory and ash with the roa-:
jestic eastern white pine towering over all. / h

The many islands were the primary location of the
villages. Since Akwesasne is at a particularly narrow channel
of the St. Lawrence, it straddled the river. Until recently, the
St. Lawrence was, for North eastern America, the main travel
and trade route into the interior of the continent. The loca-
tion at Akwesasne of the outlets of the Racquette and St.
Regis rivers meant the Mohawks could follow either river
through the Adirondacks, eventually arriving at their capital
towns in the Mohawk valley. Akwesasne was therefore ideal-
ly localled strategically for military purposes' as well as for
trade, agriculture, hunting and fishing. ' .:

The arrival upon the far eastern shores of America of
misguided Europeans caused an indirect but sudden and
dramatic change in the properous lifestyles of the Mohawks.
Long before the Europeans settled near Mohawk territory
their influence was felt through the diseases they brought.
Fatal epidemics of smallpox swept, through the.area* severly
disrupting not only Mohawk but all native societies. The era
of peace so longed enjoyed by the Mohawks beneath: the
Great Law of Peace of the Iroquois Confederacy was shat-
tered, indeed, at one time all of eastern North America.ac-
cepted the Great Law's premise of peace through negotia-
tion and abandoning of war as a means of settling, disputes.
The loss of from one half to three quarters of the Con-
federacy's citizens meant the loss of a great, deal of its
authority, however. The epidemics created a power vacuum
meaning the beginning of a long series of hostilities and wars
so Native nations sought to secure ultimate power. The
European was seen as a.tool to be used in the new game of
political intrique. . . '•;.''

The Mohawks had suffered the plagues badly. The .com
munities at the extreme borders of the nation were forced to
abandon their homes, retreating to the three clan towns in
the Valley. Towns at Akwesasne, in Vermont, Pennsylvania
and present day Quebec returned to the Valley they had left
generations before. The distant towns could not be defend-
ed against the military pressures exerted by non-confederate
nations upon the Mohawks. . : .,'•]':.. ''•'.

As the decades passed, the confederacy managed at great
cost in life to re-establish its political and military con t ro l of
the east. Hurons, Algonkians, Susquehannas, Mohicans, a n d '
many others were discipl ined and made to recognize the
need for co-operation and a united front before the growing
threat of the European. The Confederacy had made treaties
with the Europeans guaranteeing the survival Of their col-
onies in America but were aware of the danger they
presented to tne hard fight for peace. ' . •;
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The European brought more than disease and disunity to
America. They had merchandise the native peoples could
not produce. These goods, such as iron, hoes, metal kettles,
knives, axes, firearms made manual labor easier. In return*
the natives provided food, furs and land. The demand for
the European goods stimulated trade along routes that had
beer* little used during the long wars. The confederacy
monitored trade in the east, profited, and once again became
properous. The Mohawks began to return to their distant
towns. They brought with them not only the new

• technologies but in some instances another European export
^ C h r i s t i a n i t y . • "' •••'• - • • •'•. -.-, :."::..'' ' . • . • • • • ' ; . . ' . •

•The Mohawks re-established their presence on the St.
Lawrence first at Kanawake in the 1660's and by the mid-
eighteenth century were resettled at Akwesasne. The
Catholics fix the date of the founding of the mission of St.
Regis as June 16, 1760. This feast day for the said Frances
Regis marked the arrival of the French Jesuit Anthony Gor-
don at Akwesasne. It should be notedi that Francis Regis was
a Jesuit, priest born on January 31, 1597 at Foncouverte,
France; He spent his career administering to the needs of
Francc'surban desitute. He had a dream ofbecominga mls-
sibharyjn North America but this was never realized. Regis:
did at the age of 43 on December 31, 1640 with sainthood
bestowed upon him in 1737. . .'• •'

Gordon had been preceded to Akwesstene by ten years by
a group of Kanawakes of which there were two men by the
name of Tarbell. These two were brothers, of English bitth,
who had been captured by Kanawake Mohawks: They were
taken from their home in Groton, Massachusetts in 1723,
thereafter to live as Mohawks. It was a policy of the riation.to
iater return such people to their homes but the Tarbells
refused to go back to Groton, apparently satisfied with life as
Mohawks, -'•" ,

About the same time as the Tarbells moved to Akwesasne
from Kanawake another Jesuit mission was founded at pre-
sent day Qgdensburg by the priest Francis Picquet. The mis-
sion attracted Iroquois Christians from the Oneida, Onon-
daga and Mohawk nations. A military fort was built there
which was called Fort La Presentation, later changed to
Oswegatchie. The state would not guarantee Native title at
Oswegatchie after the Revolution. The mission and Iroquois
settlement was forced to disband, relocating at Akwesasne in
1797 and 1799 after being subject to great pressure over
validity of their land title. Samuel Ogden, a land speculator,
had purchased the area from the original Macomb tract and
successfully petitioned the state to force the Iroquois to
move. The presence of a strong snipe clan element at
Akwesasne is attributed to the relocation of the Onondagas
from Oswegatchie. The Oswegatehie Iroquois were one of.
the original Christian missions called the^Severi^NatiohS."

the Mohawk Nation was neutral in the American revolu-
tion. Individual citizens did participate as mercenaries in the
war. The notorious Joseph Brant was an example of a
Mohawk who sacrified his citizenship when he accepted
allegiance to the British crown by becoming a captain in the
King's army. The Americans used instances such as Brant to
label all Mohawks as pro-British, hence hostile and subject to
/military action. A Colonel Ganesvourt was ordered to invade
the Mohawk capital towns in the Valley This American force
drove the Mohawks from their homes while confiscating

^their possessions. The refugees fled to temporary camps in
the Thousand Islands or near Fort Niagara. At the conclusion
of the war the Mohawks sought to return to the Valley but
were refused by the Americans. Thereafter^they settled at
•Oshwekeny Deseronto, Kanawake, or Akwesasne. ' '_ '•

The American victory in the Revolution had been an ex-
jjensive one* Faced with huge war debts, the states turned to
whatever means possible to pay themr^ew York assumed ti-
tie to confederate lands and opened vast tracts of it for sale
to speculators. The land speculators would in turn divide

^^Bt:

"Tbe arrival upon the far eastern shores of America of
misguided Europeans caused an indirect but sudden
and dramatic change in tbe prosperous lifestyles of tbe
Mobawks. Tbe era of peace so longed enjoyed by the
Mobawks beneath the Great Law of Peace of the Iro-
quois Confederacy was shattered."

their purchases into smaller sections. The promise of high
profits from low investment brought many persons of ques-
tionable reputation forward. One of these was Alexander
Macomb,

Macomb was an Irishman, born in Ireland in 1748 and
coming to America as a boy in 1755. He made a fortune as a
fur trader in Detroit before submitting his bid to purchase
4,000,000 acres of Oneida-Mohawk lands for 8* an acre. The
offer bid was supported by several prominent New, Yorkers
including the Revolutionary War hero General Henry Knox,
a Samuel Ogden, Robert Morris, Governor Morris and
William Constable. These individuals agreed to back
Macomb's bid in return for favorable deals when Macomb
divided his purchase into smaller tracts. Macomb's Purchase
was approved in 1791. It included most of northern New
York except for the six square mile area around the village of
S t . . R e g i s . ' ; ;',' •' ':[-• . - ' • - / • ' ••

Macomb's backers made fortunes from this deal but he did
not, A man of schemes, he attempted at the same time of his
land purchase to create a bank in New York City. His appeals
for investors was successful but the bank was not - it went
^ broke, losing $ 1,000,000. Macomb was imprisoned for debt.
While in jail, an angry mob stormed the building demanding
restitution and Macomb's neck. He was spared a hanging
retiring to Washington, DC, where he died in 1831.

The community of Akwesasne awoke one day to find
surveyors measuring the land. Inquiries as to the reason for
this were referred to Albany. Spokesmen were appointed to
travel to the State capital to clarify the matter. They returned
with news that the state was selling Mohawk lands, leaving
the Mohawks with no recourse but to accept the six square
miles set aside for their use. The community argued other-
wise but the state remained adamant, besides the land has

'. already been sold and parcelled out to incoming settlers. The
issue took years to resolve, with Akwesasne arguing for a
steadily shrinking reservation. At one time, a tract 40 miles
long and twenty miles wide along the St. Lawrence was con-
sidered but individuals such as Samuel Ogden had plans for
the area^ The final result of. the negotiations was the in-
famous Seven Nations Treaty, signed on May 31, 1796 by
supposed "St. Regis Indians" and the State.

The treaty held as the reservation the six square miles ex-
empted from Macomb's Purchase plus a one mile square area
in present day Massena and Meadows one half mile along the

banks Of the Grasse River from Massena to the St. Lawrence.
The "Indians" who signed this treaty were Thomas
Williams, Ohnaweio (Good stream), Louis Cook, and
William Gray. ;

Thomas Williams was born at Kanawake in 1758, the
grandson of an English woman named Eunice Williams who
had been captured by the Mohawks in 1704 in Deerfield,
Massachusetts. Eunice Williams adopted the ways of the
Kanawake community, refusing toi return to live at Deerfield'
although she and her offspring visited her relations there.
Thomas Williams fought fori the British in the Revolution,
afterwards moving to Akwesa^ne where he raised a family of
which one was the supposed "Lost Dauphin", Elcazer.
Williams was a fur trader by profession, travelling across the
continent. He in time became an outspoken supporter of the
Americans and was seen by them as a chief. He was given an
annual pension of $50.00 for his part in the signing of the
treaty. Williams died at Akwesasne in 1849, aged 91.

Louis Cook was born near the Mohawk Valley, at Saratoga,
in 1740,. the son of a black father and an Algonkian mother.
He was raised at Kanawake with its supposed pro-British
stance but supported the Americans in the war. Hi$ reward
as an agent spying for the U.S. and as an operative enlisting
Mohawk and Oneida support for the American rebels was. a
colonel's commission in the U.S. army. Cook was forced to
leave Kanawake because of his disruptive tactics but found
refuge at Akwesasne. He was familiar with the American
generals so it was natural to select him as a delegate to travel
to Albany and negotiate about the disputed lands. Cook in-
stead sought to make a deal of his own, appealling to the
state for title to the valuable mineral springs in the Massena
part of the reservatioii. He was refused but did receive other
land for his signing of the treaty with ferry rights over the St.
Regis river and an option to build a school for Natives,
thrown in. Cook would thereafter be selected by the state as
one of its three "trustees" to oversee the activities of the
"American" part of Akwesasne. Cook attempted to enlist
Mohawk support for the Americans in the War o p 812 but
railed. He was successful in raising a contingent of
Tuscaroras but died in 1814 after falling from a horse before
he could lead them in battle. Cook had married a Mohawk,
leaving his decendants at Akwesasne, three sons and several
daughters. :

William Gray was of British heritage, born at Cambridge,
New York in 1760. He, like Cook, was a veteran of the
American army in the Revolution. Captured early by the
British, he was imprisoned at Quebec City. He wasjeleascd
after the war and lived for a time at Kanawake before moving
to Akwesasne. He;could read and write English so he was ap-
pointed an interpreter to the Albany meeting. Gray was
given 257 acres of reservation land (part of which was to
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...is a community paper 'serving Akwesasne,
Mohawk people and eventually all Iroquois com-
munities.
Our editorial policy is this:
WE HAVE NONE^We plan on reporting news and
information from all sides and view points to pro-
perly represent all people of Akwesasne. You. can
help us by presenting us with the facts, nothing but
the facts. We will print the editorials or letters of
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issues, *as long as these articles are not inflam-
matory, or hateful. If someone insists on putting
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principle and agree to disagree in general, but we
have to live together and we face the same pro-
blems. So INDIAN TIME is here, to inform you,
possibly entertain you, and help your group or
family, and to pay respect to community people.
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INQIAN TIME is published on a bi-monthly basis
(every two weeks) by Akwesasne Notes. Deadline
for copy submissions is Wednesday at 4 P.M; dur-
ing the week we go to press. Closing date for adver-
tisements is Thursday, 12 noon during press week.
Custom ad design available for a. minimum of
110.00 on business card size ads and 10 % in addi-
tion to thej>rice on other ad sizes.
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INDIAN TIME WILL CARRY ADVERTISING FROM
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SIX NATIONS INDIAN RESERVE

JlJXY23«l AND 24th, 1983
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• Colorful Indian Singing and Dance Competitions. Awarding over 19,000.00 in Prize Money.
• Giant Food and Native Craft Pair. Canoe Races and Horseshoe Tournaments. Plenty of Free

Parking Rain or Shine Bring your lawn chairs Chlefswood Tent and Trailer Park "Grand

Gates open
•Location: ^ , :
I ChiefswopdPark -SmHescastofBrantford, Smiles west of Caledonia on Highway 54, Mid-
j dleport, Onurio, BrantXouhty,VV
I
I
I
I
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Admissioat
Aidult>r$£6Q
6-12 Yrs. — ,11.00
Under6FREE

J EVERYONE IS WELCOME

j
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j i ^ Print, Winchester, Ontario
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SIX NATIONS
RESERVES

of Chsunplotu" Row Wow Committee,
1MO or call: Jim Sky or Huber Buck Sr. at 445-4441 ox
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AKWESASNE
* FRIENDSHIP

DAYS
Sat. July I6tb - Sun.July llib

traditional Songs & Dances, Baby Contest,
Canoe Races, Minor Lacrosse and Archery

Canoe Race? start at l;3Q pm 7
Band on Sunday at 3.00 pm (live band)
NI0HTWING

TRADERS WELCOME
Contact Becky at 932-9452
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