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I was in a deplorable condition, m4n-

telly, physically and in a financial way*. 
I had pot had a square meaKfor[a 

/ r month j there was not so much in my 
pocket as a dime to provide me wim 
jay customary cheap lodging hou$e 
•feed, and X was glad" of tjfe enveloping 
fog, which hid »mv thin, threadbare 
garments. j 

I t was about nine o'clock in the eve-
amihg, and I was standing in front ojf 
a half-completed building,, wondering 
ff Thad not better seek in some of itk 
sheltered corners a resting place for 

7 t h e night, and get away from the 
drenching rain- and the fierce wind 
raging overhead, when I noticed 4 
well-dressed, brisk-appearing man apj 
proaching. I could only make out form 
and face djunly, for. the rays of the 

: corner eleetrie light were obscured by 
•a jurring stone column, but I saw thafcj 
ihe wa%about my own buil'd and height. 
As the mist raised momentarily I no-

. ticed alsQ two sinister-looking men 50 
feet behind him, slinking, dodging and 
drawing out of view "against the-build-
Ing. 

The man in advance was no£ tea Jfeet 
away from me when there sounded a 
snappy creak overhead. 5|e uttered a 
sharp cry, sprang a t me, seized me 
by both arms, gave me a swjtag, sent 
m e wheeling into a heap of debris and 
Mmself jumped back. I saw a swift 
Object descending, the bulkhead of a 
derrick swept from' i t s base by the 
jdigh wind. I t crashed into splinters di­
rectly a t 'the spot where I had stood. 
Be t for that timely hand I wouhl have 
been crashed to a n unrecognizable 
mass. 

The vigorous fling my preserver had 
given me had landed me on my knees. 
There I remained, a t first so chilled 

- • with hojxor that I conld not move; 
"then so grateful t ha t ' s prayer c$f hum-
Sde thankfulness was framed upon my 
quivering lips. My rescuer seized my 
"arm to assist me to mytfeet, 'As he 
did so I wavered pas t the'shadow Hue, 
though not he, As the 'light crossed 
any face he uttered & mighty gasp, 

"Great heavens r* I" heard him mur­
mur. __ 

"You" h a r e saved my life J" T spoke. 
*T,ueky I happened to see that big 

Iferrlek breaksloQse>" he replied quite 
«ftsuallj» 

uAnd my life is yours," a grateful 
thrill impelled me to add ; "To my last 
€ a y tha t life i s yours I" 

"He laughed off my solemnity and 
- fervor,, and shrugged his shoulders 

lightly. ^Then^he stood motionless for 
* moment, apparently thinking. 
a **Tou*d do, something for me if yon 
cHild, eh?" h e questioned finally. 

"Try me,** 1 responded, feeling emo­
tion strong within me. 

T " *l€k)odI About fifty feet back there 
a re two fellows who have-been follow­
ing me.'* * - ^ 

*T noticed them," I ' said. 
^' "They have a scent like that of a 

fcioodbound and eyes like an eagle. Act 
*>ut some by-play I suggest and listen 
and memorise what I may say. Act 
a s though yon were begging me for 
jsnoney. Put ' out your hand. I pass 
.you some coins. Then go straight 
Ahead, past those two men, as though 
£ou feadjiiiever seen me before and nev-
, | r eaqaeered to see me again," 
" *1 understand," X nodded. 

""At midnight come to the Cambridge 
trailding,5* ^nd he gave number and 

- 'street. "Don't enter it a t the front, 
but a t the rear. Take pains to learn 
that no o»e Is lurking around, princi­
pally those two sleuths ahead yonder. 
Ascend two flights of stairs. Come to 
snlte 11, t h a t is mine, and you will 
know it becanse I shall hav& the door 
slightly a jar and brightly lighted with­
in. Can I depend on you?" 

**Tovthe smallest item," I pledged* 
"Good—go on." 
Like one la a .dream B did go on— 

past the lurking twain, acting .out the 
pensioned tramp, eagerly, making for 
restaurant or saloon with a beggar's 
tolte^ 

My rescuer had given me nearly two 
• "dollars In small silver change. It was 

three hours to midnight. I treated my-
""" r self to the first full meal' I had en­

j o y e d for a week. I tried'to figure out 
t h e strange circumstance of the night. 
The mysterious environment of my 
preserver, -his - inexplicable appoint­
ment he had made for me puzzled and 
confused me, l^strolled about to put 
in 'the time. I t was jus t midnight 
when 1 located the Cambridge build­
ing; I did not pass by i t s front, but 
went around to it^ rear court, made 
sure I was entering' the right building, 

• and ascended two flights of stairs, as 
* directed, certain that no one had sesn 

me outside or about the place. 
booking dovn a softly carpeted hall, 

, I stole along i ts length until I reached 
J a door ajar. I t bore number 1 1 . , It 

was swiftly drawn clear open. My 
rescuer had ssvidentlyjbeen waiting for 
me expectantly. H e pushed me for­
ward, closing-the door; walked clear 
across the"- roosn and up in front of a 
mirror. Then h& swung to my side. 

"Look," he iaitf. I stared. I t was 
something amazing' to sweep1 my glance 
from tny awn t<> Ms counterfeit pre-
senimKit in the mirror, Why, I was 

4 ?h!s man's double! If we had l>een 
taottten^ Ja facial.contour, i a builti. 

i 

almost in age tve coum n^t nave IOOKS*, 
more alike. 

"Bo you notice i t?" questioned my 
companion, always animated and smil­
ing. 

"The resemblance, yes?'* I replied. 
"II struck me, back there where the 

derrick fell when you came into the 
light/* he proceeded. wv"ery well; I 
want to hire you to' personate Adrian 
Ifoble, myself, for a week." 

I did not reply; I was stupefied a t 
all the strange, unusual developments 
of my chance meeting with this man. 
He seemed to read my thoughts. 

"Because ,two men are constantly 
shadowing me, because all this sedrecy 
and mystery, don't imagine I am f£ome 
terrible criminal," he- suggested. 
"Those two sleuths a rs paid for a defi­
nite mission—to see that I do not leave" 
the city. They have no power to de­
tain me. Only, i f I should leave, they 
will at once telegraph to a 'point of 
vital interest to me, five hundred miles 
away, and spoil my life," 

1 "And I can help you?" I asked. 
, "Materially/' 
| "Thej^use me. I ask no questions. 
.Give m¥~ explicit instructions and dev 
pend npon me to follow them out," 
| Those instructions were clear and 
fsiniple- I was~to become Adrian No-
ple, who had no acquaintances in the 
:ity, and who was known to none ex­

cept the two skulkers I had seen. 3 
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THE OWL»S. 

Tj 

j Acting Out the Tramp. 
t 

was to shave, array myself in th« 
clbthing of my new friend, go wher« 
I liked, spend what money I liked 
simply keep up- the farce that I was 
Adrian Noble, to delude the sleuth? 
who would be-ever a t my heels. 

Adrian Noblo prepared me fully foi 
the role I consented to assume. B 
wajs not a difficult one. To be well 
dressed, fully fed, provided wltls 
money and comfortably housed, in­
spired me with confidence in my pow­
ers to carry the program through. 

At times my mind misgave me, dur 
ing a week when there was with m« 
the eertain consciousness that my ev­
ery Jstep was dogged* I pretended nev­
er to observe my tireless trailers, bu1 
a dozen times a day lI discovered them 
near, me. One day I went into a bar-
oer [shop, and, removing my collar, 
seated .myself in the hands of the ton-
sorial artist. Glancing into the mirroi 
I saw one of the sleuths glide casuaBj 
into [the shop. He feigned to look at 
somej pictures on the wall, gave m* a 
keen glance and went out again. 

3ust after I myself had left the 
place] half a square traversed, I drew 
into the shelter of an open hallway, to 
get out of a sudden dash of rain. 3 
drew back' as a few minutes later both 
of the men entered the hallway. 

" I told you," spoke the one who had 
come into the barber shop. "I had m$ 
suspicions. The real one had a red 
birthmark under the collar. This one 
hasn't.| Say, I'll bet we're flummnxed 1 
We'd better get a wire to our people 
instantly." 

I found out they were, Indeed "Sum-
muxed'f before another 24 hours had 
passed. , I was^ seated in my room— 
Adrian Noble^ room—the next after­
noon when, wijth a joyous cry Adrian 
Noble himself jrushed into the apart­
ment ; c|n his arm the loveliest, blush­
ing, bright-eyed angel of beauty mortal 
ever sa^v. 
• "My wife ?" he shouted deliriously, 

slapping! me on the shoulder with a 
sounding thwack. "And?you helped 
me win her J" 

"And I could kiss you for your brave 
share in bur great adventure," warbled 
the sumjy creature. "And for your 
looking so bewilderingly like Adrian." 

And the explanations: A tyran-
nous guardian had tried to hold these 
lovers a p a r t While Noble was iin the 
city and at a safe distance, the1 cruel 
ogre allowed Nellie Wayne more, free­
dom than usual. He felt isafe as long 
as his city emissaries reported Noble 
under their cynosure. Noble had stol. 
en a march on them, had managed to 
elope witty Nellie, and now they- de- • 
fled the world. 

He was a man of wealth, and proved 
it to me. ! Both cooing doves insisted 
on starting me in business, sending for 
the loving Jlass who had' been waiting 
for better!times many, many weary 
months. And better times b i d come!— 
to stay—for Adrian Noble 'and for h i s . 
happy wife] if or my faithful Grace and 
for myself. 

"Will you come for breakfast to 
morrow, my dear?" asked Mrs. ScreecS 

Owl of her frieno" 
Mrs. Snowy Owl 
who had moved to 
the forest where 
IVJ.rs. Screech Owl 
lived. 

"I w o u l d b i 
charmed to com« 
f o"r breakfast/ 
said Mrs. Snowy, 
who was well-
named for she had 
beautiful s n o w * 

"[ W o u l d B e w h i t e feathers. 
Charmed to Come." "What time of the 

day do you gener­
ally have your breakfast?" 

"At about ten o'clock in the eve 
ning," said Mrs. Screech Owl. , 

j ' l will be there," said Mrs. Snowy. 
Now Mrs. Snowy was very happy for 

the eoid days were 'coming. She had 
been born far up North where it was 
very, very cold all the time and in 
the summer she had suffered a great 
deal with the heat. -

"I am so glad i t is cold," said Mrs, 
Snowy as she arrived at the home oJ1 

Mrs. Sc/each Owl on the next evening 
Mrs. Screech Owl was sitting on the 
branch of a tree and Mrs. Snows 
joined her. "It is very fashionable, 
they tell me / ' said Mrs. Snowy, "to 

^talfc about the weather. Owls are fa­
mous for wisdom and we should add 
fashion to i t too." ' ' ~ 

Oh, no / ' said Mrs. Screech Owl, "it 
is really not a t ail necessary to be sd 
fashionable. And to be fashionably 
does not always mean to be wise. In 
fact fashions are extremely foolish 
sometimes, and we would be consid­
ered foolish and not wise if we copied 
them." 

"Indeed," said Mrs.' Snowy politely 
"Of course I do not know the ways 
down here as well as I do up North. 
We did not bother about fashions up 
there as long as we'looked like snow 
owls. But I thought perhaps it was 
different here." 

'T am always fond of red and gray/ ' 
said Mrs. Screech Owl. "In fact all 
my family dress alike. And we do not 
bother about changing in the summer 
or the spring. We do not fuss over 
our feathers a great deal. I like be­
ing a horned owl, tliough." 

"I hear Mrs., Barred Owl/' said Mrs. 
Snowy. VThat is I do not hear her— 
I see her." For Mrs. Barred Owl and 
all of her family have such soft feath­
ers that they can fly along without 
making any noise at all. 

"She i s hunting/' continued Mrs. 
Snowy, "and I can see her flying un­
der the moon." 

Mr. Moon grinned a t that and said 
to himself, "I should say Mrs. Snowy 
was quite right and so If suppose she 
thinks she is wise. OP course Mrs. 
Barred Owl i s ' flying under toe—she 
couldn't pogsibly fly over me," 

"She has a very wild voice, I think/ ' 
said Mrs. Screech Owl. "It's not near­
ly so musical as mine." Fo r Mrs. 
Screech Owl has some quite nice notes 
Khe sings. 

" X W r e a lucky owl to have such a 
nice voice," said Mrs. Snowy. "And 
you belong to such a fine big family." 

-."Thank you, thank you. I think 
you're handsome even if your family 
is rtot so large as mine," Mrs. Screech 
Owl said. 

"How does i t happen you've eome to 
the forest to live?" asked Mrs. Snowy. 

"It's "only for a little while," said 
filrs. Screech Owl. "I have rented th,|s 
home in the tree 
from Mr. Grea? 
Horned Owl. ' I 
wanted a little 
rest from my or­
chard home, and I 
though^ I'd like 
the change to the 
woods. He is a 
line 'looking old 
fellow with his 
yellow-ringed eyes 
and his big feath­
er horns, but he is 
very stupid." 

'"Gracious," said 
He Only Looks 

Wise. 
Mrs. Snowy. < "I 
always thought he was very wise." 

"Many think he is wise/' said Mrs. 
Screech, Owl, "but he only looks wise. 
He is as dull as an ,owl can be. J 
am only giving him one mouse a month 
as rent." 

"Dear me/ ' said Mrs. Snowy. "That 
shows he is stupid. I suppose he is-
E>ff hunting for them himself now." 

"Yes," said, Mrs. Screech Owl, "and 
as I've paid my month's rent I can 
use all my time giving parties and en-, 
tertaining my friends. I have a fine 
breakfast of mice and insects for 
you." / -

So Mjm. Screech Owl and Mrs. Snowy 
had breakfast in the middle of the 
night when4, they could both best en 
joy it . 

Op,tfcnistfc Thought* 
Becreatioa restores both; mind ano 

Hopefulness That Harms. 
A hopeful disposition ought to be one 

of your greatest aids to success, but 
'et not your hopes lead you to be 
more sanguine than circumstances war­
ran t If you are so certain that your 
salary will be raised next week that 
yoi* run up an account at the store, 
your optimism is a positive injury. I t 
is foolish to be-so sure that ^things 
will eome out all right" that you. do 
not use qdmmon sense. A hopefiil-
ness which refuses to take proper pre­
cautions is a snare, oftentimes, to sue-
<?<?*# that might be gained through -oth 
n] pvetiues.~~Girl's Companion. 

STATE'S INCOME 
SHOWS BIG GAIN 

I 
« i j»m< i«.i«unn' 

I 

Taxable Property Has Increased 
$540,922,817 Durirr the ! 

.iast Year. ' * 

CANALS A SOLUTION 
OF COAL PROBLEM 

WILL OFFER AMENDMENTS 

Buffalo and Niagara Faffs (Sain—Com­
mission Suggests Changes to f*re- i 

vent Exemptions on Personal 
Property and Franchises. 

—Albany. 
New York state's taxable real and 

personal property bas increased $540,-
922,817 during the last year, according 
to the annual report of the State Tax 
Commission submitted -to the legisla­
ture. The State Tax Commission 
points out that the increase this year 
hi real property is remarkable. Buf­
falo and Niagara Fails show the chief 
increase., l 

The total assessed valuation of all 
the property within the state amounts 
to $12,632,360,400, according to the re­
port, which shows that of this sum 
$21,146,719,414 is real, including spe­
cial franchise property. Personal prop­
erty other than bank stpes-^niounts to 

(A decrease of $101,699 in the as­
sessed" valuation of personal prpperly 
is noted in the report, which points 
out that this is largely due to the ex­
emption granted, under the Emerson 
law, passed a t the last Jogislature, 
which exempts the personal property 
Of all manufacturing and mercantile 
'corporations defined by the act and 
includes as personal property fixed 
machinery, which heretofore ha£ been 
assessed as real estate. ' 

About $15,000,000 has been assessed 
under this iu\v, and the commission 
estimates the ultimate receipts be­
tween $24,000,000 and $27,000,000. 

Thousands of corporations have not 
^ e t reported, and of those reporting 
only about 50 per cent, pay any taxes, 
but obtain the exemption provided by 
Use act not only from local taxation 
upon their personal property, but 
from any -taxation on their general 
franchises to which they were former­
ly subject. The commission makes 
many suggestions for "the act's amend­
ment. These amendment^ will be 
shortly submitted to the legislature 
fo.' irs action. 

About $26,000,000 in all has been as­
sessed by thisj? bureau. The special 
franchise assessments show an in­
crease in equalized valuation of $5H,~ 
634,523. In the Mortgage Tax Bureau 
the sum of $17,963.77 was collected of 
delinquent mortgage taxes and penal­
ties. A total mortgage tax of $2,486,-
010.26 has been collected. 

The report renews the recommenda­
tion made by the commission last year 
for a constitutional amendment which 
In effect provides that the legislature 
shall establish a plan of state and io-
caf taxation and define tax districts. 
The proposed amendment is also in­
tended to prevent further exemption 
from taxation except by general laws 
and by rhe * affirmative vote of two-
thirds of all the members of-the legis­
lature. The proposed article preserves 
the home rule principle, but permits of 
reasonable and intelligent centraliza­
tion of administration. 

GEN. W. W. WOTHE#4»P0ON 
SHOWS HOW CAR SAVING 

MAY BE EFFECTED. 

Aut*!> for 1 in Every 23, 
In11915 there was an automobile for 

every 41 persons in this state. Today5 

there is one fo#every 23. In two years 
New York s/kte' has added 175,000 
motor vehicles. One-tenth of all the 
cars iu the entire United States a re 
registered *n Secretary Hugo's bureau.-
In 17 years New ¥ork .state's automo­
biles have gone from 954 to over 410,-
600, with an increase Jn receipts of 
$4,300,000 and the development of an 
army of chauffeurs aggregating 132,000. 

The records in Secretary of State 
Hugo's office sho^v that more cars 
were sold in this state last year than 
during any corresponding period,. The 
year 1916 saw. an increase of S3,0iX> 
,cars, but 1917 brought 94,000 more 
ears to the state's total. If last year's 
gain is maintained in 1918 this staCe 
will have something over 500,000 cars, 
by another year. 

Statisticians have figured out that 
there are today 7.3 ears for every mile 
of rural road in this/state. Over in 
Ehode Island the density reaches 9.8 
per mile. In 1916 there was an aver­
age of 1.4 for every mile of rural pub­
lic road in the United States; 

New York state plans greater ef­
forts toward the enforcement of its 
motor vehicle iaws in fhe expectation 
that such "will serve to bring about a 
decrease in the number of appalling 
accidents. The state troopers will be­
come an important factor in this work, 
patrolling all sections and bringing 
the arm of the law to remote localities 
where violations have gone on in a 
more,or less unrestricted manner. 

New York State Farm Census. 
The 1918 agricultural census of New 

York state will be taken between now 
and February 1; olans having been put 
into effect by the New York State 
Food Commission in co-operation with 
the New York Slate Department of 
Education and the New York State 
Farm Bureaus. 

• A complete survey of the agricul­
tural resources of the state will be 
made, including a special' survey of 
Hbor requirements, seed shortage or 
sujrplus,. fertilizer requirements and 
the live stock situation. 

I —Albany. 
Solution1 of the coal shortage in New' 

York state lies in the nse of the newly 
completed canals, in the opinion of W, 
W. Wotlierspoon, state superintandent 
of public works; He outlined a scheme 
by which he believes the j;oal shortage 
may be solved \and in addition the 
railroad car shortage, terminal con­
gestion and lack of motive power may 
be remedied materially. 

Mr. Wotherspoon argues that use of 
the canals could be made to' accom­
plish a car saying-of 50 per cent, and 
also to decrease the"cost ^f coal to fhe 
consumer. He believes the canals have 
a capacity-to handle the traffic, al­
though mere canal barges are needed. 
His program applies particularly to 
transportation of coal from- the Penn­
sylvania fields, 'which furnish the 
largest par t o f New York state's sup­
ply. Pennsylvania coal a t present is 
transported inlo New York entirely by 
rail. Mr. Wotherspoon says: 

The federal fuel administrator re­
cently stated there were 20,000,000 

'tons of coal a t the c-ines that could 
•not be distributed on aeco^nt of t he 
inadequacy of railroad equipment. 
jProimnent railroad authorities haye 
stated that the widespread coal short­
age does not result so much from de­
creased production and increased con­
sumption as it does from a shortage 
of ears. v , 
i Soft Coal Production. 

The Unitefl States -geological sur­
vey recently announced that soft coal 
operators during one week in July pro­
duced 76.5 per cent, of their capacity. 
The inadequacy of railroad facilities 
are blamed for 12 per cent, of the 24 
per cent, shortage from maximum. 

;Of all the states producing coal it is 
shown by the investigation of the geo­
logical survey that the state of Mary-. 
land,. Ohio and West Virginia were 
th i only producing areas delivering 
cojil in New fork state markets aside 
from Pennsylvania. 

Pennsylvania is the greatest coal 
producing state inj;he country. Bor­
dering New York on me south, with 
itsj mines in close proximity to the 
den^e* population and intense indus­
trial activity in New York, it is nat­
ural that Pennsylvania coal should be 
consumed in gi*eat volumes here. 

Statistics for 1915 show that, al­
though Pennsylvania was its own best 
customer, New York state ranked next, 
consuming more Pennsylvania coai 
thaii any other single state. Out of a 
totai of 157,955,137 tons of bituminous 
eoali produced in Pennsylvania in 1915 
there were more than 14.600,000 tons 
shipped.into New York state.-

Pennsylvania produced 88,995,061 
tons,of anthracite in 1915, of whieh 
more1 than 20,000,000 tons were ship­
ped into New . York. / This tonnage 
was moved entirely by rail. 

I 
Extent of Canals. 

m 

NEW YORK 

Max .Hart, New York financier, pc|ld 
a fine of $3,000 a t Syracuse for misujse 
of the mails in connection with the 
Oneida Milling Company ease. Hart 
pleaded guilty. Litigation lasted four 
years,J • i 

The Public Service Commission, in 
its annual report to the legislature, 
promises the opening of 11 new> transit 
lines in New York city this year and 
probable "settlement of the West Side 
railway problem. 

Plans for a great merger of the in­
land waterways transportation compa­
nies were completed a t Syracuse. The 
new concern wOf be incorporated at' 
Albany and will be named the jBarge 
Canal Transit dompany.- It will con­
solidate fhe Shippers;' Navigation! Oom-
pany of Syracuse, Empire State Trans­
portation Company, Albany; ; Erie 
Barge N Canal Corporation, Buffalo ; 
Cullen Line, - Albany, and the, East 
Eiver Pier and Dockage' Company. 
New York. • [ 

Mrs,. Julius Sherman, formerly of 
Marion, died a t the Baptist Home in 
Fairport, aged seventy-seven years. 
She leaves a daughter-in-law, ,Mrs. 
Emma Sherman of .Rochester. 

In Steuben county last year 5,852 
hunting -licenses were issued to resi­
dents a t $1 j^ach and 12 licenses issued 
to nonresidents at $10 each, making a 
total revenue of $5,972. 

Comptroller Craig, in a report to 
Mayor Hylan, announced that .>Tew 
York city debt incurring power was 
$10,861,338 and urged careful analysis 
af all authorizations. 

The New York Association of House 
Dress and JKritnono' Manufacturers,1 a t 
a meeting of the membei's, decided), to 
give the women a holiday election day. 

Joehin Tausan, ' Spanish-American 
war veteran, was sentenced to lYz 
years in Sing Sing for arson. 

The Board of Hegents of .New York 
3tate appointed a committee to co­
operate with the Woman Suffrage par­
ty in its Americanization campaign.. 

Benjamin W. Arnold of Albany was 

With the completion of the improv­
ed canals another route and means of 
distribution is provided. The canal 
system extends from Buffalo, a t Lake 
Erie, on the west, to the Hulson river 
on the east. To the north i t reaches 
Lake Ontario at, .Oswego'and the St. 
Lawrence river through theChamplain 
division, Lake Champlain a n l connect­
ing Canadian waterways. 

Near the exact center of the state 
the Erie, or main east and west chan­
nel, makes connection wi.th the Cayu­
ga and Seneca division.. This section 
runs southward, "connecting Lake Cay-, 
uga and'Seneca. Watkins,, on Seneca 
lake, and Ithaca, on, Cayuga lake, are 
the' two terminals of-the canal system 
nearest the bituminous and anthracite 
coal fields of Pennsylvania, 

A rail haul of less tlian 30 miles 
from the New York-Pennsylvania 
state line makes connection with the 
canal system at points abcut equidis­
tant from its western, northern and 
eastern termini. 

To all tha t section of-'the state be­
tween Buffalo <p the west, Oswego on 
the north and Albany on the east, on 
the line of the canal, the average wa­
ter haul is 165 miles from Watkins 
and 143.4 miles from Ithaca.^ 

Suppose, instead of routing the bi­
tuminous coal by way of the all rail 
route into New York it \ ere hauled 
by rail to Watkins and thence trans­
ported by canal to the same consun> 
ing areas. -

Savfftg m Cars. ?* 
Watkins is about 190 mile from Al-

roona. At 20 miles a day a .car may 
make a round trip between Altoona 
and Watkins .in 20 days. I t requires 
3b days by way of the all rail route. 
Therefore the same amopit of coal 
could be transported- fromCthe bitumi­
nous fields to Watkins- for distribution 
by way of' the canal in New York 
state with two-thirds the number of 
cars required by the all rail move-, 
ment This* ear saving would,amount 
to more than 5,000 cars a month. 

Hfurd Quits Prisons Post. 
To be able: to give all his spare time 

to ihe war work conducted by the 
American Defense! Society Richard M. 
Hurd, for three yeprs a member, of the 
State Commission bf Prisons, has sent 
his resignation to Governor, Whitman, 
For Several months he has/ been serv­
ing as chairman of the Board of Trus­
tees of t he American Defense Society, 
He wrote the governor that he was 
anxious to make some personal contri­
bution to war work and felt he should 
sacrifice other things 

named member of the State Board of 
Charities for the third judicial dis­
trict, including Albany, to succeed 
Simon W, Bosendaie of Albany, re­
signed. "" 

Oeorge M: Wiley, Jr., .innounees alt 
Albany that the closing if many high 

' schools, owing to the coal shortage, 
will not* jeopardize the chances of 
pupils in the regents' examinations. 
. The will of the late Joseph H. 
Choate of New York leaves the bulk 
of his esrate of more than $4,000,000 
to his eldest son and daughter and 
an 'annuity of $75,000 to his wife and 
several bequests to,eh,ariiy. His for-! 
tune was nearly all in: securities. ; 

Five freight ears loaded with nfa-1 

terial for the manufacture of soldiers' 
equipment in Canada were burnted to 
the trucks in the Grand Trunk Termi­
nal yards in Buffalo. There were 200 
cars in the yards. .Switchmen .pulled 
them , away from the five blazing 
freight ears. The-seals of more than 
20 freight ears had been broken open, 
but nothing was taken. 

That there is not the remotest 
chance of the intercollegiate rowing 
regatta being revived this summer is 
proven by the attitude of Cornell. All 
hope of turning 'out a crew equal to 
the task of competing in a regatta 
of this kind at Pougbkeepsie or any­
where else has been abandoned ^ at 
Poughkeepsie. It is extremely doubt­
ful whether the Bed and White will 
take part in any dual Regattas of any 
moment. 

A bomb was exploded in tne base-, 
meat of the home of Isaac Krohn, a 
wealthy wholesale fruit dealer of 
Rome. He had been Warned to quit 
business. 

The formation of a gigantic merger 
of all New York state inland water­
way'companies is under way, financed 
by a group of New York bankers, ac­
cording to authorized information giv­
en out in Syracuse. One barge canal 
corporation, t heBas t River Canal Cor­
poration of Buffalo, has already been 
purchased, and negotiations a re un­
der way for taking over the other 
companies. 

Road work on the .state highway 
known as Route 4 has just been com­
pleted between the villages of Bloom' 
ingburg, Wurtsboro and* Monticellol 
This practically completes the through 
route to Buffalo. 

Women who have long ^desired to 
"wear the pants" are a t last to be 
aceorded the privilege. This was 
practically determined at a conference 
of-the State Industrial Commission in 
Syracuse, which, i t was declared, will 
make it mandatory that women em­
ployees throughout' the State wear 
caps and overalls while a t work. 

Governor Wliitmau will oppose ,any 
attempt to sidetrack action by the leg­
islature on the proposed federal pro­
hibition amendment,by a referendum 
as a trick of the liqujor interests. 

Intense cold accompanied by a 50-
miie gale brought Syracuse lis worse 
suffering of the wintetf. The city fuel' 
administrator declared that 1.500 
homes are without fires and appealed 
to the families of the 'eiry to use one 
dwelling for two in order to save the 
eoai. 

Dr. Eugene H. Porter, state commis­
sioner of foods and markets, announc-

Wllliam,. Mailer, fwesty-eighc yearn 
old, a CJerman. twice released on pa­
role from iDiiis jsfcuwL New Ycrk. wir< t 
sent to the^isiaivl again1 because IK? 
threw ifis draft questionnaire to the-
floor and &aid *'Whaj; is the use? iier> 
many is going xo vrtn ihe war/ ' 

A 'blizzard a t Watertown has cov­
ered the ground with about two feet 
'Of snow, 

Westchester county golf ciubs aro to-
be closed. A report of the coal <«r< 
hand will have to be made to the farf. 
administrator. _ ' ' 

* 
At least ten -children (lied from diph­

theria at Syracuse because parents did 
not seek medical attention. 

I t is expected that tfifcs New York* 
Central branch of rhe ̂ railroad which 
has been operated^from Attica io S a l ­
via for upward of 50 years will 'soon 
abandon its passenger service and that 
the Erie railroad from Attica to Bala-
via will be used" for freight and pas­
senger service alone hereafter. Only 
one passenger train has been i-uunlnir 
between Attica and Bala via-this win­
ter. The branch has been operated 
since 1843. ' , 

George McLaughlin, chief inspfeefn** 
for the State Commission of Pris-'on.^ 
who inspected poliee headquarters -in. 
Batavia on December 21 last and t h e 
Genesee county jail threer days -later* 
has submitted to the commission l i s 

'reports of inspection, whieh the com­
mission has jus t approved." Both pk*ces 
are highly commended in the report. 
I Game law violations are greatly in­
creased this year, and the warden's ex­
press perplexity a t it. 
< William P. Beigle of Fayette w a s 
found dead in his room a!t MeCaneV ' 
Hotel in Fayette. He had hanged him­
self from "the bedpost several hour» 
hefore. Mr. Reigie, for a number of 
ylears, lived a t Seneca Falls and then" 
engaged in farming in Fayette" He re­
tired several years ago. He was sev­
enty years of age. He had been slcri* 
ously ill for three weeks. -

Herman J. Kershaw of Sherborne 
and Harry W. Culver of Ameuia, 
Dutchess "county, appeared before 
Judge Wadhams and pleaded not 
guilty to a charge of conspiracy. They . 
are the last two of gevea Dairymen'* 
League officials to plead. 

Black walnut • which has always 
been the favorite wood for gun sioefcs 
on account of its failure splinter 
badly when struck by. a bullet or bit 
of Khell, is extremely scare© in this 
country at present. Bir^h and muple 
are being tried out at Syracuse oy 
producers of hardwood lumber for 
this -purpose. • " 

Fire in the plant of the Barte!» 
Brewery Company a t Syracuse causer! 
a loss o f more than $100,000. Thirty-
four horses in an adjoining stable 
were burned to death. The origin of 
the fire is a mystery. ~' 

A War Service Committee," of the-
Christian Science churches of New 
'York state is administering a fund of 
$15,000; to carry 'on welfare work ' 
among Christian Scientists in all th»^ 
cantonments where New York troops" 
are quartered. 

New sfork city will .receive approxi­
mately $1,000,000 from the! first quar­
terly distribution of the ^noneys re­
ceived under the new three per cent, 
corporation income- tax. This ~m«™nf; 
$tate Comptroller Travis estimated age 

i the city's" share in the ' tlotment of 
about ^$2,0Q0r000 to be apportioned, 
under the provision of the law, by 
April 10 next - ~ 
i Theupr,ogram of the liquor interests 
i s upset a t Albany by ihe War Emer­
gency Prohibition bill, and action a t 
this session of the legislature now ap­
pears certain, 
• The eostiy court house of Onon­
daga county in Syracuse wasn&adly 
damaged . by a fire of mysteries* 
origin. A plot is suspected. " — 

The DansviJle unit of the navy and 
army knitting committee is asking the 
public for an assured ^income to nft*et 
its monthly expenditure of $100 per 
month for wool which is converted 

-J 

Ittodueer ^Jirfietiy to the consumer. 

into knitted garments every thirty 
days. The unit has spent n;ore than 
$1,000 since iast April and is in debt 
$200 for the iast consignment of woof. 
It' asks that individuals set 'aside a 
small definite amount each month for 
this wori iy enterprise. , . l 

The 191S agricultural census of Nf-w 
York state-will be Jaken befweep now 
and February 1, arrangements to fhest 
effect having been completed an** put 
into effect by the New York Stale 
Food Cornmission in co-opera lion witU-, 
the New 'York State Dapartment of 
Education ', and the v New York State 
Department of Education and the . 
State Farm Bureaus; 

The Phelps Board of Trade has . 
started -a. conte'st among the pupils of 
the various school districts in' the 
town of Phelps for a choice of fh<* 
most appropriate emblem and motto 
which it proposes ro adopt A prize 
of $5 is offered for the best eombinet! 
suggestion or $3 for the best emblem 
and $2 for the best motto. The «~in- . 
test 'will close February 1. 

Mayor Hylan wrote to the new. head " 
of tile Tax Board suggesting that, the 
personal property .of John D. Rocke­
feller pay increaspd taxes and fhaf-iut* 
tax burden oni New York real estate 
be made Hghtef. 

Women -of PeefcskiH will have their 
chance to vote at the regular c* re-
lion Oft March 5. 

Governor Whitman sent to the son- -1 

ate a group of twelve appointments, . 
twof of which were women. The ap-
pointinsnt of one of these, Mrs. E l ea ­
nor \i r. Higley of Hudson Falls, a s , 
member of she State Board of Chari­
ties for the Fourth Judicial District. 

ed in an address a t Syracuse to the vras forecast more than a ircmh ngn 
Hew York State BreAaers* Association { by the Knickerbocker. Press. The oih-
ihat so far as is passible the depai 
«tent will eliminate the middle man" 
»i>d get the food of the state from, the 

e r woman was Mabel Wadsworth 
Pomoroy of Buffalo, d^signnred a s 
manager of the Buffalo State Hnspftal 
to succeed Mabel Wilcox resigned. 
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