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"Going—going—gone!" ' T h e auc­
t i o n e e r drawled ou t a n announcement 
of the-disposit ion of t h e l a s t a r t ic le of 
f u rn i t u r e in t h e house . 

B a c k in t h e shadow of t h e vine-cov­
e r e d perch , a l l through t h e wretched 
moor ing hoa r s , Ani ta Berdon h a d sat , 
crouched back in a chair , h e r eyes 
fixed on vacancy, h e r £aee a b lank of 
thill,, sodden hopelessness and despair . 

" G o n e ! " T h e Word s t ruck on h e r 
'senses l ike a leaden mallet . Goner 
F a t h e r , f r 'ends , home. Coming—com­
i n g h a d been t h e cares , t he sorrows 

• t h a t h a d bulked u p wi th menace, crush­
i n g force and dis'aster. Going—going' 

/ h a d been a l l t h a t w a s left of. t he ma-
x t e r i a l possessions of t h e l i t t l e home. 

Gone—the nelimax h a d come i-
E v e r and a n o a one of t h e auction­

e e r ^ men had= brought t o - t h e porch 
a n d deposi ted t h e r e several ar t icles: 

" T h e r e w a s h e r own sewing chair, a a 
escri toire, a da in ty clock. Ani ta won­
dered why they- were^>grouped, b u t 
ca red l i t t le . She h a d n o hopes of sav-

__lng a'ny th ing from t h e wreck. 
"There's* a deficiency," she h e a r d t h e 

auct ioneer ' s c lerk say. 
itYesr'*. nodded M s employer. " T h e 

stuff i s old and ou t of style* and t h e 
^bidding by no means br isk. Who is 

the m a a who bid In ail t h a t fancy 
s t u f f r * . 

" H e gives h is n a m e a s Waldron Mep-
r i t t . I unders tand h e i s connected 
With t h e Tlaw firm t h a t put^ths- execu­
tion, in process ." 

Through t h e sc rees of v ines AM ta­
nas* noticed th i s mas^T She-was neither. 
a t t r ac ted by Mm aor in teres ted In h i m / 
Bte w a s t e a yea r s he r senior, a serious-
faced m a c , self-restrained i n h i s man­
n e r and methodical i n h i s ways . She 
apt ieed h im now, coming towards t h e 
porch, and drew back dis tant ly a s h e 
aseended t h e s teps a n d - s t o o d before 
her, lifting Ms h a t courteously. , 

"These a re yours , Miss Berdon," h e 
said, indicat ing t h e ar t ic les t h a t h a d 
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t ime when he r soul longed foi 

companionship. They had become en­
gaged. F o r over a month his le t te rs 
froir1 a d i s tan t ei t^ h a d ceased. After 
the cieath o f he r - fa the r she had writ­
ten Vane Powers , tel l ing him t h a t he 
w a s the only friend to whom she could 
appeal for sympathy a n d counsel. 

Wjaldron Merr i t t could no t get Anita 
Bercon out of h i s mind all t h a t day. 
H e jould n o t confine his thoughts t o 
business. H e did no t r e tu rn ,to his of­
fice, b u t strolled about t h e s t ree ts . H i s 
m e d i a t i o n s were of t h e helpless being 
who so appealed to h i s sympathies and , 
h is emotions. 

" I will do i t ! " h e spoke aloud a t 
leng ;h~ and his l ips se t close as, though 
he h a d formed a mighty resolution. I t 
w a s mid-afternoon when h e turned h is 
face towards the bereft home of Anita 
Berdon. 

" S o u will forgive my in t ruding -up­
on you again," h e said, " b u t 1 could 
no t ^e t you ou t of my thoughts , Miss 
Bercon. I iam a plain spoken , 'hones t 
th inking man . You a r e homeless, in 
the mids t of t rouble. I t remble to real­
ize how bi t te r and h a r d mus t l>e your 
ba t t l e wi th t h e world. Le t me share 
your bu rdens . I ha'^e a competency. 
Beeome my wif£." 

She s t a red a t Mm wi th unbelieving 
eyesl 
* "Bay t h a t again." 

t:lJ a s k you to m a r r y me ," repeated 
Merr i t t . " W e . will n o t t a lk of l o v e -
tha t ] comes af ter respect and esteem* 
I cannot see you go ou t alone into tho 
worljds and my n a m e will shield j<m 
a n d t my means afford you comfort. 
Poor ehild I" and his Manly tones quiv-
•eredj, -"Wed me and go to you? aun t . 
Bes t , .adjust your l ife*to new condi­
t ions. At t h e end o'f s i x months , o r a 
year, I will come to you. Then, IE you 
a r e will ing t o become m y rea l help­
meet,, I will be glad—very glad." 

H e saw t h e t ea r s come into h e r eyes, 
has # n w e r e humid with infinite coin-
passion. She pu t out both hands to­
w a r d s him. H i s owe trembled a s they 
received them. 

'"You a r e a good man , " s h e said 
simply. " I will t ry—try h a r d to learn 
to apprecia te the nobleness, t h^ saerl-r 
ficed one who would honor a poor, 
soul-wearied girl, whom h e t akes on 
t rus t . " ' 

H e obtained the address of he r aun t 
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GUINEA PIGS. 

"A l i t t l e gir l named Al ta ,? saidl 
• Daddy, "had many pets , bu t . she loved 
h e r guinea, pigs bes t of all. They 
lived in a l a r g e box In h e r room In 
the win te r .time, and in t h e summer 
theyi h a d a l i t t le ya rd a l l to them-
selvek 

"They were very fond of cabbage 
and le t tuce and f resh vegetables which 
in - the summer were very easy to get. 
They used to love t o look through the 

'wires of thei r l i t t le yard and see all 
the vegetables growing u p i n another 
p a r t of t h e yard . 

"Of. course they never looked a t 
them, because they h a d none within 
the i r own yard, bu t they looked a t 
them because they, thought i t was so 
nice to see such quant i t ies of vege­
tables and to "know t h a t they couldn' t 
possibly be without . 

" B u t in t h e win te r they real ly h a d 
jus t a s good^a t ime, for Alta saw t h a t 
they had al l they wanted to eat. When­
ever they were hungry t h e y , would 

and. ordered the things on the porch 
s ea t t there. T h e r e w a s a simple cere-
mony a t tbe>home.of a clergyman. A t 
Once he took h e r t o the t ra in . 

"As" m y wife," h e said, "you will 
for w h a t money you require. You 
not have to send for m e twice to 
me has t en to you, when you care 

Scarcely F,e!t the Blow. 

been placed 'on the porch from toe to 
t ime. "I feared you would value these 
personal belongings, and—•" 

."You purchased them, you mean?" 
she in terrogated quickly, a lmost sharp­
ly. 

" Y e s I saved them from t h e wreck.** 
" I cannot accept them," she sa id defi.-. 

oitely. 
"Will you l isteh to me for a mo-

men tf he went on, in his quiet, com­
posed way. " I knew your father , and 
in the pas t 1 many t imes tr ied to in­
fluence him In business mat te r s for h i s 
own aoud,, but he w a s a headst rong 
m a n und would not heed me. The in­
evitable result t ranspi red . AeMng for 
o thers , our firm w a s compelled to 
wind u p his affairs. The resul t is a 
deficit, but the credi tors a r e satisfied. 
As to "yourself, t he firm wish to .assist 
you; i f 'you will l e^ then i l " 

" I t hank you,*' -she said coldly, "bu t 
1 cannot accep t char i ty f rom strang­
ers/*,. \ 

"If I ean be of ass i s tance to you, 
" I n any 
sen t io 

send 
will 
h a v e 
to see^me." 

,r^JX%& weeks w e n t byf, and t h e only 
t£o£C i rWaldron Merr i t t received from 
t h e ^ r o m a n be-^sd wedded w a s a f orcn-
B,I, i fmos t humble note, briefly telling 
t h a t [she w a s well and comfortable, and 
ask ing h im to discontinue sending the 
l iber l i .monthly allowance he i n s i s t ^ 
o n t ransmi t t ing to her . Ani ta declared 
t h a t she had no need of the money, 
t h a t ; h e had originally fully provided 
for he r . 

T i e n Waldron Sjerr i t t m a d e a dis­
covery t h a t i i s tu rbed him greatly. By 
mere; chance he heard of the engage­
men t of Anita t o Vane powers . H e 
began to Investigate. A djm fear and 
suspjcidn grew in Ms mind to mighty-
proport ions. H e ma°de S0me Invest!-
gatidn as to Powers to find t h a t -h£' 
w a s ou t of work in a certain „city. 
Through /a legal ageney he had a posi­
t ion found for the man, some money 
supplied htm, and then completed hisj 
sacrifice by wri t ing to Anita. 

H o told hel* frankly t h a t he h a d 
learned of h e r engagement to a young-

ior, m a n t h a n himself ; t h a t h e r love 
being his, he should not s t and in the 
way of the i r happiness . H e indicated 
t h a t i t would be l i t t le t rouble legally 

t h a t had been' a 
H e was coming 

to *see her, and he named the t ime of 
his arr ival , indicating t h a t if h e did 
not bi€fet & e r &e would come to t h e 
home of her a u n t H e wished to ar­
r ange ifor legal s teps necessary „ro 
thei r separat ion and t o place Vane 
Powers' more completely on his feet. 

W i l d r o n Merr i t t wen t t o t h e town on 
th i s set mission. I t w a s dusk when he 
a r r ived and his fMnd was so occupied 
wi th thinking over all t he sad vague 
si tuat ion tha t , a s he took a lonely road 
ieadingi toward t h e present home of his 

to void a maxTiage 
mere hollow form. 

please command me," he said, 
event, these th ings shal l be 
you r new home.'" 

' 'Home I" she cried, flaring u p in fea­
t u r e s and .spirit. " I have no, home, n o 
friends, nothing hut bi t ter , hopeless 
memories . T h e one re la t ive I know, 
an aged^arast, i s l iving o n a pension, 
barely1* enough to k e e p i h e r . P l ease 
l eave me. I w a n t io th ink—and de­
cide." 

Waldron Merr i t i ' s face expressed In­
finite • sorrow, b u t h e did no t speak 
fur ther . H e bowed gravely. 

ifIf t h e r e i s n o le t te r by t h e n e s t 
pjaii," she b rea thed , with! a vivid s t ra in 

' i s h e r t o n e , "he h a s forgotten I" t 

H e ? Vane Powers . She had been in­
t roduced io t he young man by her fath­
er, who had designated Mm a s a busi­
ness associate . H e was young, hand-
%gm§t iV»3 hfe came into h e r lone iy j l f^ j , 

wife, 

of a 
flow 

h e did not not ice t h a t he w a s 
followed. H e scarcely felt t h e blow 
t h a t a lurking footpad dealt him, but 
went down l ike a shot, and, wonder 
of w o n d e r s ! when he opened his eyes 
h i s 1 ead w a s lying pillowed in the lap 

woman who was s taunching the 
of blood from a wound in his face 

•Ms; w i fe ! 
"Oil11 w h a t h a s happened?" cried 

Anita. **I w a s on m y way to meet 
you. Le t me f a s t e n for help." 

" I w a s a t tacked and have been rob­
bed,'* explained Merr i t t . / 'No , " a s she 
made a, movement io arise, " the ^ o u n d 
is nothing—with you here ." % 

H e looked 'up into her face serenely. 
I t bore a new expression of poise, 
of gentleness, of Intense feeling t h a t 
chars ned him anew. 

"Why did you wr i te that^cruel, cruel 
l e t t e r?" she. said, after a pause . "Vane 
Powers , a m a n who deceived me, for I 
have learned t h a t h e mar r ied ano the r ; 
t h a t If1 was he who led my fa ther into 
the speculation which led to his r u i n ! 
I ha ye forgotten him long since, bu t 
desp.se myself when I think I ever al­
lowed h im to have a n in teres t la my 
^thoughts." • i 

"Then—then," began Merr i t t eagerly, 
a n d jthe s t rong voice quivered. 

" O h l cannot you read in my eyes 
the t ru th !** cried Anita. "Do you deem 

idamant, hear t less , insensible of m e 
the homage of t h e t rues t friend I ever 
k n e w ! " 

Then unrestrainedly h e r a rms en­
folded him, he r lips swept his brow, 
as sLe whispered thr i l l ingly: 

My husband—oh I m y hja&bandl" 

****.. 

Took t h e Lfttie Guinea 
Hands . 

Pig In Hjs 

squeal in their funny l i t t le voices,' and 
Alta would give them fine leaves of 
cabbage o r of le t tuce. 

"Now, there were two guinea pigs 
which wet>e qui te big. They w e r e t h e 
mother a n d daddy guinea pigs. And 
the re w e r e three- smaller guinea pigs. 
T h e y w e r e the children, of course. 

" I t w a s night-time, a n d Al ta wrfs 
sound asleep. And a s I t w a s winter­
time, t h e guinea pigs wer$ l a t h e b o s 
in Alta 's room. 

"The guinea pigs were all asleep, 
too, when they hea rd a ' sc ra tch ing on 
the i r , box. F i r s t Daddy Guinea Pig 
opened Ms eyes. 

" JWha t i s i t you want? ' h e asked. 
u *Don't be afraid, ' said a low voice. 

T m Pe te r Gnome. I 've come to call 
on you. I won ' t h u r t you. I th ink you 
a re al l very nice. And your children, 
sir, a r e lovely.' 

" T h a t pleased Daddy Guinea Pig 
so much t h a t h e invited P e t e r Gnome 
to look a t t h e cMldreh a n d to play 
wi th them. Mother Guinea P ig w a s 
awake now, and 'as Pe te r Gnome gently 
took the l i t t le guinea pigs in his hands , 
oKe,by one, they squealed sleepily and 
seejme'd'no more t h a n l i t t le round bi ts 
of" ^uzz. 
* "F i r s t Pe t e r Gnome would s t roke 
one guinea pig and then ^another, and 
he told t h e daddy and mother t h a t he 
simply could n o t ' m a k e u p his mind 
which, w a s the loveliest. 

" T h a t delighted t h e proud parents , 
for they had never been able to decide 
themselves. 

"When they were first born the 
daddy and mother had cuddled > and 
Ibved them so much! And s o w tha t 
they were older; they loved them still 
more ! They sti l l seemed l ike soft lit­
tle babies. 

"And Altaj too, loved themKmore all 
the t ime, so you c a n imagine w h a t la 
beautiful life they had. 
' "Pe te r Gnome hopped and jumped 

very ^softly over t h e carpet un t i l h e 
perched himself on the end of Alta 's 

'bejdT ' Then h e whispered into t h e 
a i r : 

" 'Don*t run- away, Sandman. Throw 
y o u / m a g i c sand into Alta 's eyes so 
she will no t wake u p . I 'd only fright­
en her. ' So Alta s lept on. 

" 'Did you feel l ike eat ing the chil­
dren when they were very^young, Mr. 
Guinea Pig? ' asked Pe te r Gnome, 

" 'Feel like ea t ing my own children?* 
he squealed In such- a loud voice t h a t 
Pe te r w a s very much afraid Alta 
would awaken. 

" 'Well ," the re a r e mzjiny creatures 
who do,' s a i d ' P e t e r Gnome. SI only 
asked because I wanted to know.' 

a *WelL now you know,* said Daddy 
Guinea Pig , ' t ha t I do no t ea t my chil­
dren when they a r e young or old. I 
taost certainly do not. I love them 
from t h e first* day up, and more al l 
-the time.5 

"*He does, indeed/ sa id Mother 
Guinea P ig . *He i s a g rea t Ihelp t o 
me./ 

" 'He is devoted t o us"/ squealed the 
lit tie guinea pigs 

" T m so glad to hea r it, ' said Pe­
ter Gnome. 'You^Jl forgive t h e ques­
tion.' >, 1 

" 'To be sure,'T said Daddy Guinea 
Pig, who w a s calm again now. 'Of 
course there ' , a re crea tures who do 

" such things, bu t I 'm not one of them. 
Never, never, never! ' 

" 'I 'm honored to have met you, sir, ' 
said Pe te r Gnome, 'and your fami ly is 
wonderful.' So off h e hurried, throw­
ing behind him a piece of cabbage leaf 
and saying to himself w h a t a lovely 
Humily of guinea pigs they were." 

Difficulty Is Challenge. 
A difficulty i s a challenge to courage 

'houghx, energy and perseverance. 

^ „ . 
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Mrs. Magdalen Livingston Draper , 

wife of former^Representat ive William 
H. Drape r of Troy, died a t "her home 
in Nor th Troy. Mrs. Drape r was sev­
enty-three years old and w a s born in 
Albany counts?. She was ' marr ied in 
Schenectady tb Mr. Draper 53 years 
a$D. , ^ 

Suggestions t h a t t h e legislature re­
duce new construction work and the 
operat ing expenses of New York s t a t e 
to a point where a direct s t a t e t a x 
would be necessary only -for the re­
quirements of t h e s t a te debt a re em­
bodied in the annua l repor t of Comp­
troller: Eugene M. Travis . 

Alleged game law violators fared 
badly in November, according to a re­
por t issued by Llewellyn Legge, chief 
protector of the S ta te Conservation 
Commission. Game protectors made a 
record of 501 a r re s t s . Only five T>i 
these resulted in acquit tals , two others' 
were canceled by t h e commission and 
four a re still under investigation, leav­
ing a to ta l of 490 cases actually closed 
for the month. 

F ines paid by game law violators 
throughout the s t a te in the month of 
November net ted J f t e ' s t a t e $7,752.06. 
Seventeejj) violators were allowed their 
freedom on suspended sentences. Ne t s 
seized for illegal use were valued a t 
$8,731. 

A ser ious problem m a y confront 
Schenectady w a r draft boards when 
they a r e called upon to provide the re­
quired number of men for t h e second 
call to a rms , according to- exemption 
board members. 01* the 10,000 regis­
t r an t s of J u n e ^ i t is said t ha t approx­
imately 6,500 a re employed by the Gen­
eral Electr ic and the American Loco­
motive companies. 

George .Gifford Davidge, "fifty-eight 
years old, died in his home in Bing­
ham ton. F o r many years he was en­
gaged ih. t he tanning and leather busi­
ness in New York aad Pennsylvania. 
Upon t h e formation o£ the United 
States Lea ther Company he became 
connected with it and for several years 
was one of i ts executive officers. . 

Ignorance and wilful violation of the 
game laws of fehis s t a te during the 
month of November resulted in the ar­
res t of 501 persons who-failed, to es­
cape the game protectors , according 
to the repor t jus t issued by Llewellyn 
Legge of the Conservation Commis­
sion. More than $7,700 was yielded in 
fines in 49.0 of the cases. 

Asphyxiated as* they slept by gas 
emerging from a pipe cracked by freez-

' ing, the bodies of Miss Mary S. Flynn, 
forty-two, and h e r sister, Miss Anna 
Flynn, forty-four, were found in a 
bedroom of their home in Albany. 

Charles Doraine, forty, of Centra l 
avenue, Yonkers, was found dead in 
Tuckahoe road, Tuekahoe. "There was 
a gash on his head. The police believe 
he was struck by an automobIIt.~~ 
^ F i r e of suspicious origin destroyed 

the residence of Pres ton L. Ford, In 
Scenic road, in thev Kiverview Manor 
section of Hast ings. Footpr ints In the 
snow and other evidence indicated the 
tire might have been se t accidentally 
by Durglars. 

A campaign to have Rensselaer des­
ignated as a barge canal terminal will 
be proposed to the Board of T rade a t 
a general meeting to be called soon 
for the purpose of Introducing the new 
members of the organization, obtain­
ed through the membership drive now 
being conducted. Other projects which 
will be brought up a t t h a t t ime will 
be a vehicle approach to the Bensse-
laer stat ion and a more convenient ap­
proach to t he freight house, accord­
ing to John J. Sullivan. 

Thir teen deputy t a x collectors ar­
rived in Schenectady and took up 
quar te rs in the post office and • the 
county building. They began their 
work of instruct ing future taxpayers 
under the war income tax, in the meth­
od of filling out the lengthy forms re­
quired under" the a c t All th i r teen of 
these deputies a re from cities other 
than Schenectady, b u t h v the four­
teenth internal revenue t ax district . , 

Assert ing t h a t they a re unable to 
,d is t r ibute milk-for 12 cents a quar t be­
cause of the cent a quar t increase in 
t h e wholesale price gran ted to farm­
ers by the Federal Milk Commission, 
Albany milk dis tr ibutors generally 
have raised the retai l price to 13 cents 
for "B'" grade, pasteurized. 

Pe te r Cook_was found guilty of as­
saul t upbn Louisa Franca to, five years ' 
old, in police court a t Glens Fal ls and 
was sentenced^ by Judge Beckwith ro 
one year in the Albany peni tent iary 
and a fine of $100. Judge Beckwith 
told the prisoner tha t when h is / sen­
tence i s , completed, another serious 
charge will be taken up. 

Food Administrator Arthur Wil­
liams dnnounced^that the people would 
pay less for milk in 1018 than las t 
year despite the cent-a quar t increase. 

P. J. Brady, new supervisor of the 
City Record, says the New York police 
are still tapping' telephone" wires. 

According to present arrangements , 
a coar t for vnly 'homicide CSJ^S Will 
be opened ID New York city a t the old 
police headqaartei 'S. 

The selection of three of Plat ts­
burgh leading women to serve on 
three of the priiK-'ipal municipal 
boards was the feature of the list of 
ipnomtnients~ announced by Mayor C. 
A. "Barnard a t the first meeting of the 
new common 'council. Mrs. 5*ary Han-
Ion Daily, a large property owner, 
was ' named for the Board or Health, 
Miss Marion Parkhurs t for the Civil 
Venice tJoiaiaisaion and Mrs. Laura 
rho\nos for ihe Public Library Board. 

/ 
T h e Watervl ie t a rsena l will soon em­

ploy 7,000 men. 
Means of uni t ing ihe ehild welfare 

boards of New York s t a t e will be pre­
sented a t a meeting of members of the 
boards i n t h e Ten Eyck" Hotel , Albany, 
J a n u a r y 23 and 34. 

Seventeen cent milk t o r 'Albany, 
T r o y / Schenectady and^other cities in 
which the Borden F a r m s Company dis­
t r ibutes milk was the not ice given t o 
customers of Borden 's F a r m Produc t s 
Company on cards which announced a 
new schedule of pr ices for J a n u a r y 
based o n . t h e findings of the Fede ra l 
Milk Commission. 

Th ree J brick blocks, including the 
post office, we re burned a t Cato in a 
fire that-caused damage exceeding $50,-

.000. Most of the first class mall mat­
t e r w a s saved. The Cato Citizen office, 
t he l offices of the village clerk and 
school board and t h e rooms of , the Ma­
sonic Club were ruined. None of t h e 
village records were saved. 
; The question of increasing New York 
s ta te ' s food pi-oduetion in 1918 will be 
the theme for the S ta te Agricultural 
Society, which will have i t s annual 
meeting, in co-operation with the s&W-e 
farm and marke t s council and t h e S t a t e 
Food Control Commission, in Albany 
J a n u a r y 15 and 16. "The meetings will 
t a k e place in the assembly par lo r and 
in the senate chamber. 

Twelve guests! and servants were in 
per i l when the Sidney Hotel , Bingham-
ton, was burned to t h e ground. The 
loss is es t imated a t $40,000. Bu t for 
the quick work of William Brown, pro­
pr ie tor ( of the^ hotel, who a roused all 
the sleepers, t he death roll might have 
been large. H e discovered t h e fire in 
the cellar and, no t wai t ing to find out 
the extent , rushed to t h e rooms a n d 
a larmed the occupants, 

. Mrs. F red O. Chauncey b t Lisle was 
the first woman in New York s ta te t o 
east her ballot under the new suffrage 
provision of the constitution. A spe­
cial excise election held in Lisle offer­
ed the first opportunity afforded wom­
en for exercising thei r r ight of fran­
chise. There was a blanket challenge 
for all women voters. 

The peach crop in the Lake Ontario 
frui t belt has been destroyed by the 
continued cold weather, '"^: w a s de-
clar d by Spencer Brownell, a well-
known orchardist , jus t re tu rned from 
a tour of the j je l t . - ' 

So thick is the ice on the Hudson 
r iver t h a t 200 men of the Four teen th 
Iiif'antxW marched across i t from Al­
pine, Rockland county, to Yonkers. 
The "men were from Camp Merrit t , a t 
Dumont, west of Alpine. At Yonkers 
they had "chow" a n a then marched 
back to camp. ' The soldiers went on 
the ice near the cot tage where Gen­
eral Cornwall is had his neadquar ters 
in the Revolution and followed the 
route taken by General" Washington's 

' troops in the r e t r ea t af ter the -battle 
of White Plains. 

The big Starrucca viaduct of the -

Brie rai lroad came within four Inches 
of being ,blown up. T h e fact tha t a 
bomb piaced at the end of the struc­
ture did not explode was all tha t saved 
one of" the largest viaducts in the 
world." Adelbert Ople, the day watch­
man, discovered the bomb embedded in 
the 'oose stones a t the western end. 
His at tent ion was a t t rac ted by the 
glin* of tin reflected by t h e , s u n . On 
picking up the bomb he found t h a t the 
fuse a t tached to it had been lighted, 
but had gone out wi th but four inches 
remaining. ' 

Mrs. Samantha Stanton Nellis of Na­
ples, N. Y., celebrated Sunday the 
108th anniversary of her birth- She is 
hale and hear ty and re ta ins all of her 
faculties, Mrs. Nellis was bfcm iu 
Herkimer county. 

Michael J . Cummings, seventy-one 
years old, pas t New York s ta te de­
par tment commander of the Grand 

.Army of the Republic, died a t his home 
in Brooklyn. H e served a s a member 
of the national* council of administra­
tion ,of the Grand Army of the Re­
public. Mr. Cummings was born in 
Ireland and enlisted in the Civil W a r 
when a boy. 

Schenectady . h a d i t s first power 
shor tage when the General JSleetrie 
Company w a s , forced to curtai l the* 
amount of current , result ing in a , re­
duction of t h e ear service and power 
for several smaller manufacturing es­
tablishments. The reduction was due 
to a decrease ' in the company's wa­
te r power ' p lan ts which a r e cut by 
freezing weather . 

John Sells, president of the New 
York S ta t e Fi remen 's Association and 
commissioner of j u ro r s ot Westches­
t e r county, died In a hospital a t Yon­
kers . Mr. Sells was fifty-eight years 
old and was serving his third term a s 
president of the firemen's association. 
He previously was r ice president. H e 
had been active in Republican polities 
for twenty-five years and had been 
commissioner of ju ro rs for twenty-one 
years, 

The atfst woman member of a com­
mon council body in this s ta te took her 
seat ' a t the organization meeting of 
the Troy Board of Aldermen. The 
representat ive is Mrs. Pat r ick J . Ken­
nedy ,of the Fifth ward ,of Troy. She 
takes the place to which her late hus­
band w a s elected <_ in November last . 
The mayor filled the vacancy. 

F i re s tar t ing in t i e basement of the 
Masonic temple in' Glen s t ree t , Glens 
Falls, caused $5,000 damage t o , t h e 
building, covered by insurance. The 
blaze was discovered by members of 
the Eas tern Star, who were installing 
officers in the temple, when smoke 
drifted through into the kitchen. The 
building is three stories high and built 
of brick. 

Owing to scarcity of coal nearly 
every* store in Hudson -ft ill close at 
5 o'clock each afternoon, excepL on 
Saturdays, the county fuel- adminis­
t ra tor announced. 
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WHITMAN PRAl 
POWER WAGO 

World War Demonstrates il*§, 
- Terrible Effectiveness of 

the Motor Car. 

mm A MILITARY-NECESSITY. 

Has Pl«yed a Role In Th is Struggle 
Such a \ Even t h e Most Enthusiast ic 
* Army Officers Never Dreamed 

Would Be Possible. 

. —Albany. 
Governor; Whi tman wen t to New 

York-.Saturfiay and spoke a t t he formal 
opening of the eighteenth annua l exhi­
bition of the- Nat ional Automobile 
Chamber of Commerce, held in t h e 
Grand Centra l Pa lace . The governor 
w a s introduced by Colonel Clifton, 
pres ident of the association, who gave 
a sho i t address . • , „ 

, " W a r is a terr ible tes t by which to 
demons t ra te the effectiveness of t h e 
motor ear, but t h e present world-wide 
conflict establishes beyond a doab t a s 
never before t h e g rea t service ren­
dered by those who have Frought jto 
perfection th is method of t r a n s p o r t a ­
tion," declared Governor Charles S. 
Whitman. " ^ 

In commenting fu r ther upon the in­
fluences of power wagdns a n d wha t 
the motor ea r indust ry means to w a r 
Governor Whi tman deelare'd t h a t t hese 
.vehicles have? so f a r played a role in 
th is -struggle such a s even t h e most en­
thusiast ic mil i tary men never dreamed 
of, for unt i l t he presen t conflict, h e as­
serted, t h e r e has been no war of such 
magni tude in which th,e motor ca r h a s 
been available since this ^vehicle be­
came a pract ical and. t rus twor thy 
method of locomotion. 

Discussing t h e wonderful changes 
brought about by the motor t ruck, par­
ticularly i ts va lue a s a means of t r a n s - . 
por ta t ion In war , Governor Whi tman 
sd id t h a t government officials a r e real­
izing t h a t the p resen t w a r is more de­
pendent upon the motor industry t h a n 
upon any other. "So grea.. was-Franee 's 
fai th in the value of ^motorized t r ans - . 
por t s for t roops a n d provisioning h e r 
army," he declared, " tha t within 24 
hours af ter the declaration of w a r 
the re were few publ ic buses left in 
P a r i s and within tea days nearly 25,-
G00, power wagons and 50,000 motor 
cars had been , commandeered by t h e 
government." 

The governor also described the sci-_ 
entifically organized systems of sub­
ventions on power wagons in all- the 
other nat ions and q£ Its adoption ia~ 
this countr jVci t ing the nat ional gov­
ernment ' s , order, Issued recently, «„£ 
heavy motor t rucks for use in this war . 
He spoke of the p resen t wa r conditions 
as influencing the, demands for th i s 
new method and cited stat is t ics show­
ing tha t dur ing t h e las t yea r approxi­
mately 90.000 motor vehicles,. valued 
a t $135,000,000,^ have been exported. 
"American cars ' a r e now on t r ia l be­
fore the world," said-he, "and the man­
ufacturers of this country a r e no t only 
doing more domestic business than 
ever before, but they a re a»lso supply-, 
ing .the demand for these vehicles for-
merly satisfied hj the th ree g rea t man- ' 
ufacturing and exporting na t ions now 
a t war. During the l a s t year the auto­
mobile exports were grea te r t han those 
of all other kinds, surpassed only i n 
value by exports of iron,' steel, explo­
sives and foodstuffe." 

Referr ing to the astonishing rapid­
i ty with which this ' industry h a s devel­
oped during the pas t decade, Governor 
Whitman pointed out tha t i t has plain­
ly a t t rac ted to itself, a very consider­
able of engineering skill and inventive 
genius of the day. In speaking of th is 
year's, exhibition -the governor declared 
tha t such grea t d i sp l ay 'draws public 
a t tent ion very forcibly t iFt i te . magni ­
tude of the business, present ing the 
unique opportunity of surveying a va­

r i e t y of adjustments a n d rival forms 
'of ingenuity. . 

" W h a t is plain," moreover," <said he 
in conclusion, "even to the most un­
skilled observer, i s tha t we have he re 
a very s t r ik ing proof of t h e ex tent of 
.the industry and of 4rhe rapidi ty wi th 
Which it has reached i ts p resen t flour­
ishing condition. This year will no 
doubt; show a g rea te r increase, and It 
is safe to predict t ha t i ts use will con­
t inue to grow | more extensively a s it 
demonstra tes i t s superiori ty over other 
modes of tract ion." " , v 

New Sta te Laboratory. 
Actual construction of the new s t a t e 

laboratory building adjoining «B' r 

t roop a rmory in New Scotland avenue, 
Albany, will begin In t h e spring. The 
construction program is believed to be 
assured by the authorizat ion in Gov-
eronr Whitman's tenta t ive appropria­
tion ac t of $75,000 additional. I 

Many Unskilled Workers , ' 
Monthly repor t s of the various of­

fices of the s t a te depar tment of em­
ployment ind ica te a n increasing num­
ber of unskilled workers are. being 
thrown on the labor marke t . A's a re­
sul t t he re Is a large number of semi­
skilled machine operators available. 
This condition is owing to a weeding 
out process begun by owners of! p lants 
in which the force of employees has 
been ntade smaller beeause of^a lad i 
of material . The number of .women/ 
being employed in wha t was formerly 
•uen's work h a s shown an increas** 
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2 —Albany. 
The development of t i ixrt ion l a ike. 

growth" of a self go-fernlni people 'is * 
an interest ing studyl -It Is i*ne of the 
leading questions of the Inur , While 
the exaction of t r ibute is s imple 
-enough In rude communities, oit be­
comes a difficult problem -hi our highly • 
organised Industrial life, a a d the wise 
solution of _ th i s problem through a 
aystem a t once equitable ami difficult 
is one of the best evidences, of a well 
r egu la ted government. Ihj on the wis­
dom-of this solution depends the se­
cur i ty! of property a n d tin happiness 
of the'- people. 

No commonwealth, however, is bet­
t e r i l lustrat ive of these conditions of 
the question of taxat ion than New 
York. The Empi re S ta te in weal th 
and population, It is financially and, 
historically t h e typiea* Am«!riean state., 
No "coramonweaith present;; a g rea te r 
var ie ty of resources, financial, com­
mercial or agricultural , and none i s 
more closely allied to the ;p*earinter-
s t a t e rai l road systems and wa te rways 
wi th the in te r s ta te a n d foreign com- , 
merce of the Union. I t thus presents 
in a peculiar degree the conditions of 
m o d e m industrial life which render 
so difficult the adjustment yt an equi­
table system of s ta te taxafcbn. 

, New York Is the first in- pgptrjatlbu 
and .wea l th , and, with, an a r ea of 49y-
000 s q u a r e miles, It contains; over 225,-
0Q0 farms. Though perhaps excelling 
many other stated in t h e vai-lely of lis*-
agr icul tura l products , i t U not al to­
ge the r dist inctly agricul tural . T h e 
s t a t e also r a n k s first in ' n anufaeturr 
ing, i t s metropolis being hirst in the 

» .̂ 

number of manufac tur ing industr ies . 
Out of an enumera ted population o i 
10,760,000 in 1S15 over 72 per cent, re­
sided in cities. 

T h e burden of s t a te taxa t ion to New, 
York, comparatively speaking, is l ight. -
F o r several yea r s no direct t ax w a s 
levied, and only recently was a r e t u r n ^ 
to this system made necessary ,tq h e l p ^ 
pay the bonded indebtedness of _ the ' 
s tate , incurred by the heavy expendi­
tures for the improvement of high­
ways and the purchase of J » for^fct 
domain. Bu t the major portion, how- • 
ever, if not t h e en t i r e suppor t of s t a t e 
government h e r e in New York is made 
dependable upon a n indirect system, 
derived largely from corpora tionsT col­
la te ra l inheri tances, s t ocks t ransfer , 
corporation franchises, liquor, mort- • 
gages, motor- ears a n d inves tment 
taxes . 
'. T h e to ta l t axable weal th , real a n d ' 

personal, as corrected recent ly by the -
S ta te Board of Equal izat ion for 1917, 
amounts to $12,091,437,843. The ag­
grega te taxes collected bs the s t a t e 
comptroller dur ing the las t yea r ex­
ceeded $01,393,111.04. O n ' t h e o the r 
hand, the to ta l funded indebtedness 
a t the close of the las t fiscal yea r 
amounted to $236,309,600. How t h e -
statie comptroller collects funds suffi­
cient to suppor t t h e government may 
be briefly explained in the following 
p a r a g r a p h : »- _ 

The largest contribution came from 
corporations, aggregat ing §13,982,-
723,87. T h e nex t -h ighest amour-t , 
came from inher i tances , which totaleu 
.^13,791,989.65. Liquor t a x receipts 
ne t ted the- s t a t e $12,685,228.22, while ' 
stock t rans fe r taxe's amounted to ,?7,-
7S0.511.88. The fees a a d fines collect- -
ed by the several s t a te officers totaled 
$5,219,594.99, and considerably ' o v e r ' 
$3,000,000 came from wha t i s*knows 
as t h e s ta te ' s incomes." 

Red Bro thers Expensive. 
T h e Ind ians living within New York 

s t a t e have dur ing t h e las t century been 
a cons tant source of expense, a l though 
t h e amounts annaa l ly contr ibuted have 
never been large. According tV~the 
records In' S t a t e Comptroller Trav i s ' 
depar tment , t he yearly contributions 
for the main tenance and support o£ 
t h e surviving members of the F ive Na­
tion Indian t r ibes began a t an early 
da le , but in no Instance did this Cost 
involve more than a nominal sum unt i l 
within t h e p a s t th ree deeaUes. 

T h e survivors of th is famous league, 
originally numbering hundreds of thou­
sands , did no t aggrega te a hundred 
years ago over 5.0do in number, scat­
tered -about the s t a te . At t h a t t ime 
they owned approximately 300,000 acres 
of land. Short ly af terward the s t a t e 
began negotiat ing a n u m b e r of t rea t ies 
with 'die var ious -tribes wfiereby th i s 
eommomvealth seeureu* large t r ac t s of 
Jand in r e tu rn for perpetual a n n ^ i ^ s . 
Thi r ty v e a r s ago the Indian regerva-
„tion" •contained 87,000" acres. 

Qae of the first of these t reat ies w a s 
made- a eentiB^-iigo with tLe femous 
St. Regis Indians . By i ts terms thr* 
s ta te secured 2,000 acres, for which i t 
is agreed to pay a perpetual annui ty of 
S20& The following year the s t a t e ac­
quired 5,000 acres f rom, the Stock-
bridge Indians by paying $5',5G0 and. a 
perpetual annui ty of .3322. ' : 

l 
Cocbor.atton Income T a x . 

'The new corporation 3 pe r cent , in­
come t a x h a s contr ibuted over }?10,-
,000,000 to t h e s ta te ' s revenue, accord­
ing to & ' report of S ta le Comptroller 
Travis , announced. AlthougBT'appi'oxi-
mately $15,000,000 h a s been assessed, 
upon the several manufactur ing and 
mercant i le corporations I t-Is expected 
tha t all of this amount will • have been 
paid before the end of "die inoath wlren 
a penalty will be Imposed upon al l de-
tta€LQ"ents. I t ?s expected all amounts 
-will be checked u.p shortly. 
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